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RENFREWSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND LEISURE SERVICES 

ST JOHN BOSCO PRIMARY SCHOOL
RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL 
FOCUS AFTERNOON 

FRIDAY 29 JANUARY 2010

P6/7 TEACHER NOTES

The following notes aim to give staff information regarding the RRS Focus afternoon and to clarify main learning experiences and teaching points.

Aim
The aim of the focus afternoon is to raise awareness and understanding of the 4 main categories under which the articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child can be placed.

Background Knowledge

There are 4 main categories for articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  These categories have been defined to pupils as:

· Survival – These are rights which help us to survive and have good health

· Protection – These are rights which help us to be protected from any form of abuse.

· Development – These are rights which help us to develop our talents and skills.

· Participation – These are rights which help us to participate in the world in which we live.

In addition to this, pupils have learned 2 further terms to describe all of rights outlined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  These terms are:

· Universality – Human Rights are the natural born rights for every human being.  They are not privileges.  They are for all human beings, regardless of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.
· Unconditionality – There are no conditions to these rights.  You do not need to earn your rights.  It does not matter who you are, what way you live your life, what choices you make for yourself, you have your rights without condition.

Format of Afternoon

Each class will be given activities appropriate to their age and stage which will allow them to become more familiar with the 4 categories and to enable them to sort the articles of the Convention according to these categories.  They will also become aware that there is cross over between some articles and the 4 categories.

Following on from these activities, pupils will be given a critical skills challenge which will allow them to work collaboratively together to create lyrics for promoting the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The lyrics will be taken from a well known song to the pupils and the original lyrics given as a starting off point.  They should rework the lyrics to fit in with the song, ensuring that the lyrics make clear reference to and promote the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

Each teacher will be given a CD copy of both the original song and instrumental edition.  They will also be given a lesson plan, hard copy of lyrics, and SmartBoard Notebook resources onto class computers.  The SmartBoard Notebook resource will outline WALT, tasks to familiarise with categories, Critical Skills Challenge, original song lyrics, exemplar reworked song lyrics.
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Lesson Plan

Introduction (5 mins approx)
· Using SmartBoard resource page 1, share the learning intention with pupils explaining purpose of focus afternoon, ie to develop our knowledge of the rights further and to be able to know the rights under the 4 main categories.

Category familiarisation Activity (30 mins approx)
· Display SmartBoard Resource page 2,3,4,and 5 in turn (Survival, Protection, Development, Participation).  On each slide, discuss with pupils their understanding of this term. You may wish pupils can write their ideas onto SmartBoard page. Try to elicit a class definition for these words. (Note at this point the words should be taken on their own and not related to Rights)

· Now discuss these terms when combined with the word “Rights”.  What definition would pupils give to this new term?  Discuss with class, then display page 6 of SmartBoard Resource displaying definitions.  Draw attention to colours used – these colours will be used in display around school to identify which category the articles of the convention would fall.  Where an article would fit into one or more categories, the most obvious category colour would be used and a coloured sticker of the other categories will be placed on it.

· Draw attention to terms of Universality and Unconditionality on page 7.

· Display page 8 of SmartBoard Resource displaying Category Familiarisation Task.  Discuss the task with pupils then display page 9. Note, it may be worth reminding pupils that some articles can apply to 1 or more categories.  Ask pupils to move articles under correct category headings following discussion (articles which can be placed under 1 or more headings may go in the centre circle.

· Compare pupil responses with suggested answer on SmartBoard Notebook page 10.

Critical Skills Challenge (1.5 hours approx)  
· Put children into groups, according to what suits your class circumstance best. Suggested group size is 4.

· Explain to pupils that they are now going to carry out a critical skill challenge based on the 4 categories which the Articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child can be placed under.  Display challenge on SmartBoard Notebook page 11.
· Play CD track 1 and 2 whilst pupils are familiarising themselves with the challenge. Display page 12 Exemplar lyrics.

·  Give each group an A4 sheet of paper and line guide to publish song lyrics onto and also extra paper for  writing of ideas.

· Set pupils to task and facilitate by offering support and suggestions to groups.
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