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The Learner Voice Committee comprises of pupils and teachers, working together to enhance the quality of learner voice and participation in learning and teaching. Its aims are:
· to improve learners’ attitudes to learning.

· to raise attainment and achievement through consulting learners about learning and teaching.

· to develop further opportunities for teachers to consult learners about learning and teaching.

In session 2012/13 the committee created and conducted a survey to look at learning and teaching from learners’ viewpoints. The total number of pupils surveyed was 140, comprising of 79 girls and 61 boys from S1 to S6. The committee developed 27 questions, under 4 themes:
Learner motivation 

Learner/teacher communication/collaboration 

Learning environment 

Learner responsibility. 
The committee also conducted peer-led interviews with an additional 12 pupils on themes arising from the questionnaire. For each statement pupils were asked to grade their responses on frequency and impact on learning using the following scale:

Frequency

This happens…

A lot - 4

Quite often - 3

Sometimes - 2

Rarely or never - 1

Impact on learning

It helps me…

Learn a lot - 4

Learn quite a lot - 3

Learn some - 2

Learn a little -1
Many of the pupils’ responses supported the results of previous surveys and supported the positive work of teachers in developing learning and teaching.
Survey Results (extract)

Our pupils are motivated by tests and exams and by praise from teachers. 
Pupils feel that teachers share learning intentions quite often and that this helps them learn some. 
Pupils feel that teachers’ feedback about their work and progress helps them learn quite a lot.  

Pupils feel teachers use a lot of different learning activities quite often in S1-S3 and this helps them learn quite a lot.

Pupils feel that teachers explain things when they don’t understand and that this helps them to learn a lot. 
Pupils feel that classrooms have posters explaining things and this helps them learn quite a lot or some. 
The majority of pupils feel they hand in their homework completed on time and that this helps them learn a lot.

The majority of pupils in S1-S5 use their planner to record homework and deadlines and this helps them to learn a lot or quite a lot.

Next steps

Two key areas for development have been highlighted by the Learner Voice and Learning and Teaching Committees:
Asking for help/acting on feedback
Discussing learning with parents and carers

These two areas were evidenced in the pupil responses to the following statements. The following graphs show the statistical data that the two statements are drawn from.
I ask my teachers how I can improve my work
The majority of all pupils feel this happens sometimes or rarely/never. The majority of all pupils S1 and S3-S6 feel this helps them learn a lot or quite a lot. S2 gave mixed responses on the impact of this on learning.
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I talk to my parents/carers about targets and my progress

The majority of S1 pupils feel this happens sometimes and helps them to learn some. The highest number in S2 feel this happens rarely/never and helps them learn a little. The highest number in S3 feel this happens rarely/never and helps them learn some. The highest number in S4 feel this happens quite often and helps them to learn a little. The highest number in S5 feel this happens rarely/never and helps them learn some. S6 pupils gave mixed opinions.
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The Learner Voice Committee believes learning and teaching is a two-way process between teachers and learners. Teachers are responsible for providing high quality feedback and pupils are responsible for acting on that feedback. Pupils should also be equipped with the means to ask for help or to ask how they can improve.
We want to create a Responsible Learner School, where pupils are clear of what their responsibilities are and are provided the means of exercising them.

Teaching staff will be invited to make responses to the Learning and Teaching Committee on these 2 areas.

The Parent Council will be invited to make responses on how to improve learning links at home.

Pupils will continue to be consulted through the Learner Voice Committee and focus groups.

The Learner Voice and Learning and Teaching Committees will work together with staff and parents to address the issues raised.
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Your Feedback
In this section of the report we would like to ask for your feedback and suggestions.   The Learner Voice Committee and Learning and Teaching Committees are currently developing strategies to address the points rised in the report. The committee would  also appreciate your thoughts on how we can improve learning and teaching in these areas.
Name:……………………………………………………

I am a:  Parent/Carer   

              Member of Staff   

  Pupil                       (Please circle)
How can we encourage young people to ask for help to improve their learning?
How can we encourage young people to talk to their parents and carers about targets and progress?
Please return this page to Mr Cassidy or email your feedback to

pcassidy@bearsdenacademy.e-dunbarton.sch.uk
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