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A Consistent P3 to P7 Approach – Nelson Handwriting
Wellshot Primary School uses Nelson Handwriting to teach our learners the skills of developing a fluent and legible handwriting style. 
Nelson Handwriting covers the progression of handwriting skills from pre-writing patterns to developing an individual style. It is a clearly structured programme with full coverage of the technical aspects of writing.

[image: ]We believe that it is important to teach and model to our children how to develop the skills of fluent and eligible handwriting so that they can fully express and present themselves in written form and be proud of their written communications. 

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. Learners must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. Cursive handwriting teaches pupils to join letters and words as a series of flowing movements and patterns.  The development of this fluid style when mastered allows pupils to apply their energy into the content of their writing as opposed to the formation of the letters themselves. Handwriting skills are taught regularly and systematically throughout the school.
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[image: ]Curriculum for Excellence
At Wellshot Primary School our handwriting programme ensures that the experiences and outcomes of Curriculum for Excellence are consistently taught and covered from P3-P7.
In P1 & P2 our learners will be using the Read Write Inc letter formation
guidelines.
	CfE Literacy – Writing – Tools for Writing - Experiences and Outcomes

	Early Level
I explore sounds, letters and words, discovering how they work together and I can use what I learn to help me write     Lit 0-13a/ Lit 0-21a
	Read Write Inc supports learners from the earliest stages of learning to write and starts with useful handwriting phrases to help the children form all the lower-case letters.

	First Level
I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible and attractive to my reader, combing words, images and other features. Lit 1-24a
	Letters are grouped into sets based on how they join to other letters and learners practise these in a cumulative manner. Learners begin by learning printed forms moving swiftly to joining letters. 

	Second Level
I consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics and other features to engage my reader. Lit 2-24a
	Learners continue to practise joining skills including keeping ascenders and descenders in proportion. Learners are encouraged to develop their own style from a secure base and ae taught about the difference between informal jottings and final presented versions of their work. 
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Seating Position and Correct Pencil Grip 
Children will be taught to hold a pencil correctly and the correct seating position for writing. 
[image: ]Children should be encouraged to use a tripod pencil grip, where the pencil is gripped between the index finger and the thumb.  The middle finger is then used to support the underside of the pencil as shown below. Feedback should be given to children regarding their grip and support resources used to promote the correct grip. Where you have a concern regarding a child’s fine motor skills please speak to the Additional Support Needs Coordinator in the first instance. 
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[image: ]Consistent Whole School Teaching Approach and Pedagogy
· Handwriting should be taught as a weekly whole class lesson. All learners should be aware of the weekly focus of the lesson allowing them to transfer skills at other points throughout the week. 
· In P1 & P2 this will be part of daily phonics lessons.

· The development of motor skills should be built into classroom planning and play pedagogy, lessons should begin with some motor control exercises. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The weekly whole class lesson should be taught using pencils and lined paper/jotters.


· A formal weekly whole class lesson should take place with opportunities to practise and reinforce skills planned by the teacher throughout the week.

· During the weekly formal whole class lesson teachers should observe individuals as much as possible whilst they practise, giving direct feedback. This allows the teacher to recognise and correct any bad habits as they arise. 
· Teachers should use the appropriate language of letter formation to teach letters and patterns. Please see Nelson Handwriting Teachers books

· Teacher modelling throughout lessons and at all other times is crucial in the transferring of skills for learners. Learners will not use handwriting skills outside of handwriting lessons if they see that their teacher does not consistently model this. 


· P3-P7 will use their Literacy jotter for their handwriting lessons encouraging the transference of skills across the curriculum

· Before handwriting lessons begin learners should be taught the ‘Getting Ready to Write’ checklist. Attention should be brought to this at the start of every handwriting lesson. Am I sitting comfortably with both feet on the floor? Am I holding my pencil correctly? Is my paper at the correct angle? This can then be reinforced at other points throughout the week and other lessons also. 


· All learners should be encouraged to self and/or peer assess their handwriting lessons. The handwriting checklists can be used for this or the teachers and learner’s success criteria

· All teachers should be aware of left-handed writers within their classroom and should support them appropriately regarding space and tools. 
· Learners should be encouraged to speak out and talk through their writing process as directed by the teacher. This should be a hallmark of all handwriting lessons. The speaking out of process is very important. ‘Talk for Writing’. Teachers should model this in writing lessons. 

· Out with the formal weekly handwriting lesson, learners should have other opportunities to practise the join/skill they are learning using a variety of tools and materials


· Weekly handwriting buddies could be created to encourage learners and support others. Leaders of Learning…

· Learners should be given an opportunity to write with a variety of different tools and materials


· Learners should be encouraged to set themselves goals and reflect on their handwriting and presentation at the end of each term. Am I improving? Am I applying what I have learned in all my writing? Does my jotter show evidence of improvement?
· Handwriting should be reinforced across the curriculum and links and connections made to maximise opportunities for transference of skills 
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