
 

 

Glasgow’s 8th EAL TeachMeet – on 25th May 2016 

Shawlands Academy 

 

TeachMeet has been sponsored by Twinkl, Scottish Book Trust, YPO, GTCS, Glasgow EAL 

service, ATL, Little Linguist, Qatar Foundation (hopefully I haven’t forgotten any!) 

Some of the comments made from our attendees:

 

 



PRESENTERS:  

1)Dr Rashmi Mantri: ‘Mastermind Abacus Maths and Coding 
Programme’ 

Dr Mantri is an IT lecturer at Strathclyde University.  She 
demonstrated through the use of a video how the abacus system works.  The audience had a 
taster opportunity.  

 

2) Vinita  Dade- Active Literacy Kit.   

Vinita is from Kelvindale Primary.  The kit has been developed by 
the Dyslexia Action Group to support with basic literacy skills. 

It can be used with EAL children. The activities include phonics, 
spelling, diagnostic elements, and much more. The kit can be 
individualised and used with a view to increase confidence.   The 
use of the kit was demonstrated.  

 

3) Labinder Sekhon: Early literacy for older EAL learners 

This programme was developed as a request from Springburn 
Academy for older children struggling with basic reading and 
writing. It includes teaching phonics, instructions and 
acquisition of vocabulary, sentence building and blending 
when given in a context.   

The aim is for bridging gaps by creating materials and 
scaffolding on pupil’s experience.  The pack includes 
breakdown to single lessons. 

4) Martha Robinson:  WHY BILINGUALISM MATTERS? 
 

Martha is from the University of Edinburgh, and involved in 
the project ‘Bilingual matters’.  
It looks into early language learning and the cognitive effects of  
bi-/multilingualism throughout the lifespan. 
 
Involvement with 2 community projects: 
BILFAM – let’s become a Bilingual Family- which has been 
completed  

SOFT – School and Families Together is the current project  
Funded by European Commission(EACEA) – 6 Schools are involved , made up of 631 children 
from countries including Poland, Iraq, Syria, South Africa, Nigeria, Zambia, Slovakia, China, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy and Brazil 
‘Hocus and Lotus’ language teaching method, which has been used in several previous EU 
projects and shown to be an effective foreign language learning tool in pre-primary and primary 
schools and, recently, also in the family.  
The aim is to raise awareness and positive attitudes of both home children and teachers towards 
the home language of migrant children, where Home - School co-operation is critical.  


