


1. Recent STA Attainment

2. Senior Phase Standards and 
Expectations

3. National Qualifications

4. SQA Presentation Levels

5. Key dates

6. Positive Destinations and next 
steps



As we come together as the family of 

St Thomas Aquinas Secondary, we pray 

and give thanks for our community. 

Lord, we ask that you encourage us to 

reach our goals. May you bless the work 

of staff and pupils and foster in us the will 

to live in the way the gospels have taught 

us each and every day.

Amen

St Thomas Aquinas- Pray for us



By the end of S4, no. of pupils achieving:

5+ Award @ 
SCQF Level 
3 or better

18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23

92% 90% 98% 95% 99%

5+ 
Awards @ 
SCQF Level 
4 or better

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 22/23

82% 79% 89% 82% 92%

5+ 
Awards @ 
SCQF Level 
5 or better

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 22/23

45% 44% 47% 50% 44.3% A-C



1+ Award @ 

SCQF Level 

6

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 22/23

56% 65% 69.9% 68% 69%

By the end of S5, no. of pupils achieving:

3+ Awards 

@ SCQF 

Level 6

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 22/23

27% 38% 41.5% 43% 37%

5+ Awards 

@ SCQF 

Level 6

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 22/23

12% 17.5% 17.1% 23% 20%



• High Expectations and Standards

• High Quality of Learning & Teaching

• Rigorous Monitoring and Tracking of pupil Progress

• Student Support Programme



Ethos of high expectations

➢Attendance & timekeeping

➢Effort

➢Attitude 

➢Behaviour

➢Uniform

➢Active participation



Student Support Programme
➢Universal Supported Study Programme 

➢One to One Mentoring Programme 

➢Universal and Targeted Study Skills Workshops

➢Targeted HWB groups (e.g Coping with Exam 
Stress Workshops)

➢Study Space

➢Easter School

➢PSE teacher, Pastoral Care Support and Year Head



➢ We are keen to work closely with you as 

partners

➢ Your child will find this session challenging

➢ Support to help your child to recover from 

impact of pandemic

➢ They may struggle with their workload

➢ Your support will make the difference

➢ Resilience



➢ Supporting STA’s High Standards and 

Expectations

➢ Monitoring homework, coursework and 

assessments

➢ Time Management & Study Planning

➢ Study Environment

➢ Routine

➢ Resilience

➢ Health & well-being





➢ SCQF Level 5

➢External Exam

➢Graded A-D

➢Progression to Higher



➢ SCQF Level 6

➢External Exam

➢Graded A-D

➢Progression to Advanced Higher



➢ S4 Attainment, performance in assessments, homework 
and attendance

➢ Numerous tracking points throughout the year

➢ Monitored rigorously and discussions / interventions 
between class teachers, principal teachers, young people 
and parents.

➢ Prior learning/attainment vital for entry – continued high 
performance required for entry to final examination.



Month Activity

August –

October

• Senior Phase Information Evening

• Senior Awards Ceremony- Thursday 14th

September

• Class tests and ongoing assessments



Month Activity

October-

December

• Tracking reports issued

• Intervention meetings

• Progress & Achievement evening (in 

person)- 8th November

• Positive Destinations Evening-TBC

• Senior Phase Interim Assessments-

commence 4th December



Month Activity

January -

March

• Senior Phase Interim Assessment 

Results Letters- WB 23rd January 

• Parents Meeting (TEAMs) 22nd February

• SQA Presentation levels finalised

• AAA Meetings Start

• Tracking Letter 

• Estimate Grades Issued

• S5-S6 Personalisation and Choice 

Interviews



Month Activity

April-May • SQA Exams-24th April – 30th May

• Return for S6- TBC

• Results day Tuesday 6th August 2024



22-23

So far...

Higher 

Education

(University)

Further 

Education

(College) Training Employed

STA 54.1% 22.4% 4.1% 12.4%



➢3 Careers Advisors from Skills 

Development Scotland

➢1 DYW Co-ordinator

➢1 Work Experience Co-ordinator

➢Monthly Positive Destination Meetings 

➢Track Young People for 12 months post 

school



➢When to leave school and what to do

➢Return for S6 or another Positive 

Destination

➢Look out for Opportunities- TEAMS and 

Assemblies

➢Virtual and In Person Work Experience 

Opportunities



All presentations and 
resources will be 
available on our school 
website

You should have a 
hardcopy of the key dates 
document

Please evaluate this 
evening on your way out



Session Time Location

2. Study Skills 7.20 - 7.25pm Social Area

3. Routes into University & 

Choosing a University

7.25 - 7.30pm Social Area

4. UCAS Application Process 7.35 – 7.40pm Social Area

5. Optional Information Stalls 7.40 – 7.55pm Social Area


