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St. Mirin’s Primary School Newsletter – August/September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome Back!
It has been lovely welcoming all our children back to school this session. A very warm welcome to all our new Primary 1 pupils who have settled in well and are enjoying their new routines in class.
As always, if you have any concerns, questions or issues, please do not hesitate to contact us. We value working in partnership with our families and look forward to continuing to work together to support our children throughout the year ahead.  

New Staff Members 
This session we welcome Miss A Sproul (P1), Miss S Hamilton (P3) and Miss E Kinnear to the staff team.  Mrs Penta will continue as Acting Principal Teacher, covering for Mrs O’Neil, while Miss Thomson will take on the role of Acting Principal Teacher during Mrs Lookess’ maternity leave. 

Sadly, Mrs Reid will be leaving us on 18th September, as she and her family embark on a new adventure in Australia.  Mrs Reid has been a valued member of St Mirin’s Primary for 7 years and we will miss her greatly.  We wish Mrs Reid and her family the very best of luck as they begin this exciting new chapter.  

Car Park Safety 
We kindly ask that all drivers are mindful of our car park safety rules and considerate of others when using the car park.
The car park operates a one-way system.  Cars should enter from the lane and when exiting the car park, must turn left as this is a no right turn. Please also ensure that vehicles do not stop or park on the zigzag lines.  This area must be kept clear at all times, to help maintain safe access for everyone including Father Tom.  
As the car park is private church land, Father Tom kindly allows parents, carers and staff to use it for parking.  As it is not a council car park, the school cannot take responsibility for the parking arrangements of vehicles belonging to parents and carers.  However, we work closely with our Parent Council and local councillors to seek further support in keeping the car park a safe area for everyone.  

Sacraments
Dates for Sacraments this session: 
Reconciliation (Primary 3) – Wednesday 10th March - Christ the King Parish – 7pm
First Holy Communion (Primary 4) – Saturday 15th May – Christ the King Parish – 12pm
Confirmation (Primary 7) –Thursday 25th February – Christ the King Parish – 7pm 

Further information regarding Sacraments and parent/carer information sessions will be sent out later in the session.  

School Photographs
Our school photographer is scheduled to attend the school on Tuesday 1st September for individual and family pictures. They will then attend on Wednesday 2nd for class photographs.
Please ensure all children wear full uniform (shirt and tie) on the dates mentioned even if it is a scheduled PE day for them.  
 


PE/Jewellery
It is council policy that all jewellery, including earrings/bracelets, should be removed for participation in PE and sports clubs. Please ensure that pupils do not wear jewellery to school on these days. 
Acrylic and false nails should not be worn to school due to health and safety reasons.  

Nut Free School/Allergies 
At St Mirin’s Primary, we are allergy aware and for this reason, operate as a nut free school. Please do not provide your child with a lunch or snack containing nuts or nut spreads such as peanut butter and Nutella.  
If your child has any allergies, please inform the school office as soon as possible.  

Health Promoting School/Fruity Tuck Shop 
As a health promoting school, we encourage children to bring healthy snacks to school wherever possible.  Fizzy drinks and energy drinks are not permitted. 
We also run our fruity tuck shop once a term, giving children the opportunity to purchase a range of fruit and healthy snacks.  
Our first fruity tuck shop will take place on Tuesday 8th September.  Please provide your child with some spending money if you wish for them to purchase anything from our healthy tuck shop. 

Glasgow City Council Policy 
Smoking/vaping is not permitted in the playground.
Dogs are not allowed in the playground. 

Uniform 
The children all look very smart in their new uniforms. Please continue to support our uniform policy.  Shirt and tie should be worn to school unless your child/ren are scheduled to have PE. 
School ties can be purchased from our school office.    

Non-Uniform Days 
At the end of each month, as voted for by our Pupil Council, we have a non-uniform day.  A donation of £1 can be made via ParentPay for each non-uniform day. 
Please note that football tops and football colours are not permitted.  
Dates for non-uniform days this term:
Friday 28th August
Thursday 24th September 

Lost Property
Just to make you aware we have a lost property box where any belongings found around the school are kept. If you are missing any items of your child’s clothing and/or water bottles etc we would advise checking the lost property box. It is located beside the school office & labelled ‘lost property’- our staff will be happy to direct you. We kindly ask that all of your child’s belonging are labelled with their name.  
Meet the Teacher
You will have the chance to meet your child’s class teacher on Friday 11th September at 2pm for P1, P1/2, P3 and P3/4 and 2.20pm for P4/5, P5, P6, P6/7 and P7.  During these sessions, you will get the chance to visit your child’s class and explore what aspects of the curriculum they will be covering this year.  
  


Children’s Rights 
We were delighted to receive our Gold Rights Respecting Schools Award in June.  This is a fantastic achievement for our school and recognises the excellent work carried out by our staff, children and partnerships within the school community.  We will continue to build on this excellent work throughout the session.  

Home Time Collection 
For the safety of all children, please ensure that if an adult collecting your child is not listed on the emergency contacts (e.g. Another parent or family friend), you notify the school office in advance.  

Reporting Absence/Attendance 
Attendance is a key part of every child’s learning and helps to ensure that children are able to make the most of their time at school. We strongly encourage all children to attend school every day, unless they are unwell or there are exceptional circumstances.
Please ensure that all absences are reported through our absence line. If there are any specific or exceptional reasons for your child’s absence that you feel the school should be aware of, please contact the school directly. 
Pupil Absence Line 0141 287 0039 or www.glasgow.gov.uk/pupilabsence

We will monitor attendance regularly and review our attendance figures at the end of each month. Where a child’s attendance falls below the attendance target set by Glasgow City Council, we will contact parents/carers to discuss this and explore whether there are any ways in which attendance can be improved.
Our aim is always to work in partnership with families and provide support wherever possible to help children achieve the best possible attendance and make the most of their learning opportunities.
Arriving at school on time is equally important. Late arrivals can have an impact on your child’s learning, as well as disrupting the start of the school day for both the child and their classmates. We kindly ask parents and carers to ensure that children arrive at school on time and are ready to begin learning promptly.

Parent Council Meeting 
We work closely in partnership with our Parent Council, who provide valued support to the school in many ways throughout the year. They play an important role in supporting our school community, including helping with fundraising and organising events for our children and families.
The Parent Council are always keen to welcome new members, so if you would like to get involved and support the school community, we would be delighted to hear from you.
Please see below for details of how to contact the Parent Council or how to attend their next meeting, which will take place on Thursday 3rd September in the Church Hall at 6.15pm. 

The Parent Council are also hosting a family event on Friday 28th August and all families and pupils are warmly invited to attend. Please see the information below for further details about the event. 

Friday 28th August
Christ the King Chapel Hall
7pm- 10pm
Entry price is £10 per adult
1 free child with every paying adult
£5 additional child 

If you require any further information about our Parent council or wish to contact them with an enquiry, then please email: 
stmirinsprimaryparentcouncil@gmail.com


Dates for your diary – Term 1 
Friday 28th August – Non-Uniform Day 
Friday 28th August – Parent Council Race Night (Church Hall 7pm)
Tuesday 1st September – Individual and Family Photographs 
Wednesday 2nd September - Class Photographs
Thursday 3rd September – Parent Council Meeting (Church Hall 6.15pm) 
Tuesday 8th September – Fruity Tuck Shop 
Friday 11th September – Meet the Teacher 
Tuesday 15th September – St Mirin’s Feast Day 
Thursday 24h September – Non-Uniform Day


Holiday Dates for your diary

September Weekend
· Friday 25 September 2026
· Monday 28 September 2026

October
· Friday 9 October 2026 (In-Service Day)
· Monday 12 to Friday 16 October 2026 (October Week)

December – Christmas and New Year
· Schools close at 2.30pm on Friday 18 December 2026
· Monday 21 December 2026 to Monday 4 January 2027 (Christmas holidays)

January 
· Schools return on Tuesday 5 January 2027

February Mid-term break
· Monday 15 February 2027
· Tuesday 16 February 2027
· Wednesday 17 February 2027 (In-service day) 

March
· Friday 26 March 2027 (Good Friday) 
· Monday 29 March 2027 (Easter Monday) 

April – Spring Holiday 
· Schools close at 2.30pm on Friday 2 April 2027 
· Monday 5 April – Friday 16 April 2027 (Spring Break) 
· Schools return on Monday 19 April 2027

May
· Monday 3 May 2027 (May Holiday) 
· Thursday 6 May 2027 (In-Service Day) 
· Friday 28 May and Monday 31 May 2027 (May weekend) 

June 
· Schools close at 1pm on Friday 25 June 2027

If you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
With kind regards and thanks for your continued support.

Laura Wilson
Head Teacher
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