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You have already heard all the wonderful things that are happening with Learning for Sustainability 

and Family Learning: I am sure you enjoyed hearing from the lead teachers directly and I would like 

to thank them for taking time this evening to join us. 

As well as our approach to Learning for Sustainability, our outdoor learning opportunities continue 

to grow. Duke of Edinburgh training for the Bronze group began on Saturday at Pollok park with a 

day walk, team building and orienteering. Their upcoming expedition is to Arrochar on the 12th-13th 

November. Opportunities to sign up for the Duke of Edinburgh award will be opened up to S3 pupils 

this week. Our garden is also beginning to take shape again – we have a group of S5/6 working on it 

during their wider achievement period, we have a gardening club and our Mark Scott Leadership for 

Life Award group are also hoping to develop it over the next few weeks. A real team effort. We 

might be looking for some volunteers to help too so please look out for some more information.  

As you know, we have been advised that face to face parents and carers meetings cannot take place. 

We have been advised by the Authority that we are only able to use Teams or Showbie to 

communicate with virtually with parents and carers. We have decided to pilot the use of Teams and 

we plan to hold our first online parents and carers meeting with S2 on the 17th November 2021. 

More information will follow but we hope that this is a success. We have parents and carers 

meetings for S3 – S6 scheduled to take place in the new year. S1 is scheduled for the end of March 

2022 so we hope that this will be able to take place face to face. Tracking reports – with comments – 

will be issued to all young people before the Christmas break so you will receive a more detailed 

update then. We are also looking into the possibility of changing our Tracking system. Initially it 

seemed that we were not able to do this but, given the difficulties we have with the current system, 

I am working with our Head of Service and I am hopeful we may be able to move to something which 

is more accessible and informative.  

As we continue to focus on Recovery and Resilience, we have re-started mini assemblies again. Last 

week Pastoral Care and House Depute Head Teachers met with their S1 and S2 House Groups to 

introduce their House Captains and remind everyone of all our Health and Safety Protocols. It was a 

good opportunity for our students to meet with the Pastoral Team supporting them. We are 

focusing on S3 this week. We are also looking forward to ‘settling in interviews’ with S1 who have all 

completed a questionnaire around the health and wellbeing indicators. On the back of Auchengillen 

outdoor learning days and our continued focus on wellbeing, we feel that we are really getting to 

know our S1 pupils well. All S4 and S6 pupils have taken part in motivational workshops delivered by 

speakers from Tree of Knowledge. These sessions have focussed on developing a positive mindset 

and helping young people to prepare for their upcoming prelims. S6 sessions will take place at the 

end of November. 

We have also been working with staff and students to adapt Supported Study. Very soon we will be 

starting targeted subject specific support sessions. We are using Tracking and Monitoring 

information to help us shape this. We will also offer Supported Study quiet places and cafes for all 

students too. Support materials are also being developed by each subject area. These will be placed 

on Year Group Teams. Our S4 prelims will run from 13th December to 22nd December and our S5/6 

prelims will run from 12th January to 25th January. There will also be a session for parents and 

carers of S4-6 about how to support your child during this time. 



In preparation for Anti – Bullying Week (which takes place from the 15th – 19th November) we are 

working with parents and students on our revised policy. We plan to launch this during Anti-Bullying 

Week along with lots of different reminders about relationships and supporting everyone in our 

whole school community. 

In October we held an information session for Parents / Carers of P7 students who will be joining the 

Academy in August 2022. This virtual event was well attended and we have shared the ppt with our 

associate Primaries. We have also begun playground visits. I have already visited Shawlands Primary 

and Battlefield Primary to meet with P7s and answer any questions they may have. We are also 

planning a languages event for all P7s later this month. Enhanced transitions have also started. Staff 

from SFL/EAL will be working in P7 classes to get to know young people and this will be followed up 

with visits to SFL for pupils before Christmas. 

We have also been able to participate in Sports’ Tournaments again. Our rugby boys attended 

Cartha QP on the 20th October playing against Stonelaw and St Pauls. S3/4 team won both matches 

and the S1/2 team won 1 and lost1. The girls’ rugby competition was scheduled for the 27th October 

but was cancelled due to adverse weather conditions. Many thanks to staff and parents that came to 

lend their support. 

We appreciate you continuing to talk to your child about fireworks and the dangers they present. I 

have sent a letter home to our whole school community but disappointingly a very small number of 

students continue to put themselves and others at risk. All firework incidents will be dealt with very 

seriously by the school. 

Key dates: 

Wed 17-Nov S2 Parents and Carers Meeting (online) 

Mon 29-Nov Flu Vaccinations (AM) 

Tue 30-Nov Flu Vaccinations (AM) 

Thu 02-Dec SP Tracking & Monitoring 2 - issued to Parents / Carers 

Mon 06-Dec Parent Carer Teacher Council 6.30pm 

Mon 13-Dec 
 

S4 Prelims begin 
 

Thu 16-Dec BGE Tracking & Monitoring 2 - issued to Parents / Carers 

Wed 22-Dec School closes 2.30pm 

Holiday 23rd Dec - 4th Jan inclusive 

Tue 11-Jan S3 Parents and Carers Meeting (online) 

Wed 12-Jan S5/6 Prelims begin 

 

 

 



Thank you for your time tonight and for your continued support. 

Pauline Carr 

Head Teacher 

4th October 2021 

 


