
Standard 4: Practice 

4.1 Undertake at least 1 activity or campaign with young people on their right to 

experience an education free from prejudice and discrimination. 

4.2 Undertake at least one youth led intervention programme with young people 

(i.e. LGBT allies groups) 

 

On Tuesday 14th of March 2017, TIE (Time for Inclusive Education) visited Shawlands Academy and 

delivered assemblies to S1-S4 pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TIE (Time for Inclusive Education) re-visited Shawlands Academy on Tuesday 19th of 

November 2019 and delivered assemblies to S1-S3 pupils.  This has resulted in every S1-6 

who currently attend Shawlands Academy seeing TIE’s incredibly powerful presentation 

detailing the impact that homophobic behaviour has on others. 

 



For our silver award, our young people worked closely with Leap Sports and the PE department to 

develop a manifesto committing to support LGBT pupils in PE, and find provide safe spaces for sport in 

the school. Pupils were also successful in securing £500 from Youth Bank Scotland to turn these posters 

and manifesto into displayable resources. The Safe Spaces in Sport campaign was nominated and 

finished second in the 

‘Project of the Year’. Posters and manifesto are displayed in every changing room and corridor in the 

PE department, and fully supported by all PE staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Update for gold award – Our manifesto became the basis of the LEAP Sports’ ‘Manifesto for Inclusive Physical 

Education.’  The work undertaken by pupils at Shawlands Academy was used as a model of good practice and 

was rolled out nationwide with 38 schools across Scotland committing to the manifesto.  More info can be 

found at https://leapsports.org/events/campaigns-and-resources/manifesto-for-inclusive-physical-education 

 

 

 

https://leapsports.org/events/campaigns-and-resources/manifesto-for-inclusive-physical-education


 

 

Staff and pupils from Shawlands’ champions group were invited to the Youth Sports Trust 

National Conference in February 2019 to present on our Safer Sports campaign.  Our pupil, 

Theo Pieczka-Garner was awarded with the Beckwith CARE Award in recognition of his activism 

in Shawlands Academy in playing a lead role in promoting LGBT+ inclusion 



For the past 3 years, we have supported Stonewall’s rainbow lace campaign.  Depute Head Teacher’s 

delivered assemblies to their respective year groups and promoted the rainbow lace sale which was 

organised by pupils in the LGBT+ Alliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LGBT+ SLIF Project  - School Library’s work with LGBT+ Alliance group 
 
Glasgow Life School Libraries secured funding for £7,000 from the School Library Improvement Fund (SLIF), 
which supports creative and innovative projects within the school library sector. SLIF is administered by the 
Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) on behalf of the Scottish Government. The project is aligned 
to the strategic document Vibrant Libraries, Thriving Schools – A National Strategy for School Libraries  2018-
2023 which reflects the Scottish Governments National Improvement Framework, How Good is Our School 
Library + How Good is Our School, 4th edition frameworks, and Getting it Right for Every Child. 
 
The project required working closely with the LGBT+ Alliance group and involved running an LGBT+ reading 
group, author workshops to each participating school (Smithycroft, Hillhead, and Shawlands), an author 
event at the Mitchell Library, and participatory book selection for LGBT+ library books. Young People select 
the book title and submit their comments on a GLOW network platform for the participating groups to see 
and comment on. The project will support LGBT+ young people’s wellbeing and digital literacy by creating an 
online community and safe space, which will develop and encourage digital creativity through sharing 
experiences and peer support. 
 

Author Workshops and Celebration Event 
 
Authors were invited to deliver writing and illustration workshops as part of the SLIF-funded LGBT+ project 
awarded to Shawlands Academy Library. A celebration event involving Dean Atta, Jem Milton, and Kirtsy 
Logan was held at the Mitchell Library on December 3rd 2019 where pupils from Smithycroft, Hillhead, and 
Shawlands Academy LGBT+ groups met for workshops, talks, and sharing creative works.  
 
BAFTA-award winning writer, Michael Lee Richardson, delivered three poetry workshops to the group 
throughout October and November 2019.  Michael introduced pupils to different forms of poetry through 
engaging activities with sensory writing and cut-out poetry. The pupils created their own group poem with 
theme of Pride using a sensory method and inspired by the colours of the Pride flag. This poem was then 
read by one of the pupils at the celebration event (see below). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard 4: Practice 

4.2 Undertake at least one youth led intervention programme with young people 

(i.e. LGBT allies groups) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



Writer/illustrator, Jem Milton, was invited as the second guest author to the school in November 
2019. They delivered a comics workshop aimed at S3 pupils using the theme ‘LGBT Heroes’ where 
pupils were encouraged to create their own LGBT. Pupils were taught how to invent their characters 
background using mind mapping techniques and given free rein to design their heroes’ costume 
based on the colours of any LGBT community flags.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 3rd saw the project’s finale at the Mitchell Library where all three participating school’s 
met to attend workshops and share their work. The event included workshops by Dean Atta, Jem 
Milton, and Kirsty Logan.  
 
Poet, performer, and drag artist Dean Atta began with a poem from his book, the Black Flamingo 
which then led onto a poetry writing workshop. Jem’s session saw an extension of their previous 
workshop delivered at Shawlands Academy. This time Jem had the pupils create their character and 
draw a one page comic. After the break, pupils across the three schools performed the peies they’ve 
been working on with their respective authors which included music and plays. Lucy from Shawlands 
Academy volunteered to perform the groups poem they worked on with Michael, titled All Colours, 
All Pride. Kirsty Logan ended the days festivities with a  reading from her short story book, the Rental 
Heart, that then led into her writing workshop using a game called Too Much, Not Enough. Pupils 
had to contribute concreate and abstract words to then write short timed burst of ideas that they 
could then share and explore with one another.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All colours, all pride, a group poem 
 

Pride is raging and restrictive 
Radical and radioactive. 

Pride is anger, love 
radical rage 

revolutionary. 
Pride is hot and spicy 

sour and sweet, 
Loud and annoying and messy 

hot-tempered and mean. 
Pride is bitter 

salty but sweet 
like brownies 

and burning metal. 
Pride is fiery orange 

like fake tan 
Warm, exciting 

Juicy and artificial. 
Pride is blood black 
Black like my soul 

My soul black. 
Pride is Banana Yellow 

Sunshine Yellow 
Yelling. 

Pride is happy and dizzy 
Excited 

Sweet and spicy. 
Pride is sour like lemons, 

Citrus and warm. 
Pride is squeaky happy laughter. 

Pride is scary and purple 
and alien. 

Pride is perfume 
It smells like happiness. 

It smells like rubber and a warm car and lemons. 
Pride is succulent and gooey ectoplasm 

tangy and strange 
like leaf sap, 

sour 
like soor plums 

and sweet but weird 
like candyfloss grapes. 

Pride sounds like the sea crashing against the rocks, 
like peace and quiet, relaxing. 
Pride is crunchy and squelchy 

like biting into an apple 
or like squashing a grape. 

Pride is deep blue, 
sky blue 
deep sea 
light sea 

blue like a blueberry 
Pride is like fresh air at the beach 

where people like to be. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shawlands Academy pupils were involved in the selection of LGBT+ titles for the Library. They were 
also asked to complete a survey regarding whether or not to have a stand-alone LGBT+ section in 
the Library or have books interspersed throughout the library and they set the criteria for the books 
to include in the collection.  
 
Part of the Library’s remit is to ensure inclusivity, access to reliable/relevant resources, and a safe 
space for all pupils. The Librarian ran a reading challenge to support LGBT History Month in 2019 
which involved pupils designing badges that were given as prizes for those who chose a book from 
the LGBT+ display. The reading challenge was a success and the badges were then used to support 
the LGBT+ Alliance group by selling them along with Zines created by the group members at 
Category is Books.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our pupils have had the opportunity to network with LGBT pupils from other schools on numerous occasions.  

One of the most popular events has been their attendance at ‘Pride Lite’ for the past 2 years.  This event is 

organised by Glasgow City Council and pupils from all over the city meet and attend LGBT themed workshops 

of their choice.  Our pupils have also enjoyed attending the screening of ‘Real Boy’ at the CCA as part of the 

Scottish Queer International Film Festival.  The screening was followed by a discussion on transgender issues 

led by young people from Shawlands Academy. 

 



Govanhill Suffrage project – In November 2018, Shawlands Academy were contacted by Paula Larkin who is 
the Project Archivist at Govanhill Baths.  She was organising a project to celebrate Women's Suffrage in 
Govanhill and surrounding areas.  As part of the project Helen de Main was commissioned as Artist in 
Residence.  Helen and Paula visited our LGBT Alliance and over a period of 6 weeks, our pupils designed 
contributions to the banner that would be launched at the Govanhill Suffrage Exhibition.  An overview of the 
project is below. 

. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 



Standard 4: Practice 

4.2 Undertake at least one youth led intervention programme with young people (i.e LGBT allies groups) 

4.4 Undertake activities/mark commemorative days/weeks/months relevant to LGBT people. 
 

 

Every February since 2017, we have commemorated LGBT History month.  Depute Head Teachers have 

delivered the ‘Silence Helps Homophobia’ video to their respective year groups from S1-6 and in 

2019 we created an i-movie which was shown to all pupils which informed pupils about the Pride 

movement.  This can be found here 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mL3O1tOHGBBolo9is7Y3lV-p2jsK3JQA 

 

Purple Friday 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mL3O1tOHGBBolo9is7Y3lV-p2jsK3JQA


The LGBT Alliance have fundraised on ‘Purple Friday’ of LGBT History month since 2017.  Pupils have 

created a stall in the social area and sold wristbands, badges, ribbons and gave away information leaflets 

on the origins of LGBT History month. We have also held hugely successful bake sales which has resulted in 

nearly £1000 been raised over the past 3 years which has been donated to LGBT Youth Scotland. 

 

Purple Friday 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Purple Friday 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LGBT History Month and Purple Friday 2019 was arguably our most successful event yet.  We also 

displayed the stories of prominent LGBT figures on our monitor at the entrance of the school so that 

pupils, staff and visitors to the school could read about their stories.  We also lit up the outside of the 

school in rainbow colours throughout the month of February.   

  As well as organising a bake sale, pupils and staff also pledged their support to the LGBT community 

within Shawlands by signing the rainbow and trans coloured flags.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



In November 2019, we commemorated Transgender Day of Remembrance.  During the week beginning 

the 18th of November, Depute Head Teachers delivered an i-movie to their respective year groups 

from S1-6 which informed pupils about the prejudice and discrimination that trans people 

experience and the impact of this. Pupils from our LGBT+ Alliance interviewed a member of the 

trans community and included this in the i-movie as well as including excerpts from other members 

of the trans community who spoke about why commemorating this event was important. The i-

movie was shared on our Twitter page on Wednesday 20th of November which was Transgender 

Day of Remembrance.  We encouraged our followers to share the video and use it in their 

schools/workplaces.  The video can be found here  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxyFAjsbcvg 

 

Pupils from our LBGT+ Alliance created badges to show support to the trans community.  The badges 

were given out at the end of each assembly and were very well received.  Following our first 

assembly for S1, another batch had to be made as every badge made was taken by our S1 pupils. 

 

The week ended with a sale of trans and rainbow coloured laces to pupils within the school. In addition to this, 
Shawlands Academy have local affiliations with 12 local community club such as Cartha, Shawlands shuttles and 
Giffnock north. Our LGBT+ Alliance reached out to sports clubs that are affiliated with the school and asked that 
they wear the laces in support of our campaign.  Because a lot of our pupils attend these local clubs they were 
keen to support our school based campaign and have asked their members to wear rainbow and or trans laces 

for training and competition. This has broadened the range from school level to local and wider community with 
great success. 

 

 

 

 

Standard 4: Practice 

4.3 Undertake at least 1 activity which specifically addresses the needs of transgender young people 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxyFAjsbcvg


 

 



Cartha rugby club 

 



Glasgow Korfball 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Shawlands Shuttles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Bellahouston netball team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our support of transgender young people, we have also adopted a new approach to the issuing of 

report cards.  For one of our pupils, whose parents are unsupportive, staff wrote his report using his 

preferred name and pronouns.  This report card was issued to him.  We then issued a separate 

report to his parents which contained his birth name and pronouns.  This significantly reduced the 

anxiety that this pupil felt around report card time and also helped to ease tension at home. 

 

 

 

 



Standard : Practice 

4.5 Provide evidence of LGBT safe spaces being 

considered within your school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have 4 gender neutral toilets within Shawlands Academy. We also have a gender 

neutral changing room within the P.E department. 



Standard : Practice 

4.6 Provide evidence of LGBT inclusion across different 

areas of the curriculum 

 

 

 

 

English BGE Poetry Unit – Celebrating LGBT+ Voices in Poetry 
 

For our silver award English, S1-3 classes focused on the work of the poet 

Jericho Brown who identifies as a gay man. He was chosen as the central focus 

of the unit because his sexuality is a key theme in his poetry as are race and 

religion – all of these themes being especially relevant to pupils from 

Shawlands Academy. The unit was delivered to S1-S3 and focussed this time on 

the poem ‘Bullet Points’ which addresses all three main themes. This allowed 

pupils to investigate the role his sexuality plays in his work without it ever 

seeming tokenistic. The unit has been developed to include the work of other 

LGBT+ poets such as Lee Mokobe, Randall Mann, Carol Ann Duffy and Amy 

Levy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An increasing number of subjects have incorporated lessons into their curriculum which 

have LGBT+ themes.  Some examples are below: 



This year, as part of LGBT History Month all S1 English classes created their own LGBT themed 

poems.  Pupils had to think about the experience of somebody who was LGBT+ and, using this, 

either write a fictionalised poem of a character challenging discriminatory language or a character 

celebrating their difference at Pride. The Powerpoint lesson is included in the evidence folder. 

 



 

 

 

 



In addition as part of LGBT History Month all S2 English classes created their own LGBT author 

biographies.  Pupils had to research LGBT authors, write functionally about them and then create 

informative posters about their chosen author.  These lessons are now embedded within the English 

curriculum and will be taught every year to these year groups.  The Powerpoint lesson is included in 

the evidence folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S1- S6 PSE programme 

PSE is a core subject in Shawlands Academy which means every pupil has this subject as part of their 

curriculum.  Lessons are included in the subfolder but a summary of PSE lessons is below: 

Year group Lesson 

S1 Pupils explore LGBT+ identities and learn about 
homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying 

S2 Pupils watch the film ‘FIT’ which also explores 
LGBT+ identities and homophobic bullying 

S3 Pupils learn about gender and specifically explore 
issues that transgender people face. 

S4 Transgender issues are explored further with 
pupils with a particular focus on discrimination 
that trans people face. 

S5 Pupils watch the film ‘Milk’ which explores the 
life of Harvey Milk 

S6 Pupils watch the film ‘Pride’ which explores the 
early days of the Pride movement as well as the 
political landscape of the 1980s. 

 

Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) programme 

Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) is a peer mentoring programme that gives young people the 

chance to explore and challenge the attitudes, beliefs and cultural norms that underpin gender-

based violence, bullying and other forms of violence. 

It addresses a range of behaviours including name-calling and harassment, and uses a 'by-stander' 

approach where individuals are not looked on as potential victims or perpetrators but as 

empowered and active bystanders with the ability to support and challenge their peers in a safe 

way. 

Senior pupils in S5 and S6 deliver a lesson to S1 PSE classes about the impact that casual throwaway 

language such as ‘that’s so gay’ has on others.  The lesson can be also be found in the sub folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional subject 

Other subjects have delivered LGBT+ themed lessons during LGBT History month which are  

summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Activity 

Drama 
 
 

Youtube youth theatre leading into debate/your views/different 
culture views on LGBT. Devising round themes.  
 

Drama 
 
 

Watch Tomboy DVD –transgender issues explored.  
Certificate U. Discuss themes and issues. Break down film into frozen 
pictures/ possible devise a short sketch.  

Music 
 
 

Looking at history of rights linking in with music leading on to LGBT 
rights with Music/ pop culture/ LGBT artists 
Freddie Mercury..........etc 

 
Global Citizenship 
 

Lesson on the Nazi persecution of LGBT people – Looking at individual 
case studies and how and why LGBT people were targeted in Nazi 
Germany  
 

 
Modern Studies  
 
 

In crime and the law topic– types of crime explored and causes so we 
will explore hate crime, specifically targeted at the LGBT community 
and the impact that this has.   

 
History  
 

Exploring important LGBT figures throughout history such as  
- Bayard Rustin (1912-1987), Civil rights leader, proponent of 

direct action, and activist for gay rights, pacifism, and 
socialism 

- Alan Turing  (1912-1954), Computer scientists who served in 
World War II, broke the Germans' Engima Code, and was 
harassed by the British government for being gay until he 
committed suicide in 1954. 

- Leonard Matlovich: (1943-1988), a technical sergeant and 
Vietnam War veteran who received the Purple Heart and was 
the first gay man to come out in the military when he did so 
while serving in the U.S. Air Force. 

 



 

History corridor wall display during LGBT History month 2019 

 

 



Standard 4: Practice 

4.7 Provide evidence of referral mechanisms or 

signposting to any relevant LGBT organisations 

Our website has been re-launched in session 2019-2020 and is regularly updated. 

 

There is a link to LGBT YS’ Glasgow branch support groups on the school website as well 
as links to mermaidsuk and Stonewall. 

 
These links can be found in Our LGBT+ Alliance section which is found in the clubs and 

groups tab.  It can be accessed here: 
 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/shawlandsacademy/clubs-groups/lgbtq/ 

. 

The following information can be found: 

 
Support and advice 

The majority of staff in Shawlands Academy have received training from LGBT Youth Scotland and are able 
to support LGBT+ young people if required.  If you are are looking for support or advice outwith school, 

there are a number of services available which can be found here: 

 https://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/groups-and-support/ 
 https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/ 

 https://www.stonewall.org.uk/ 
 https://www.scottishtrans.org/support/support-groups-in-scotland/ 

 

 

 
 

We also have a section on our website dedicated to our LGBT Charter award which can 
be found in the achievements tab.  It can be accessed here: 

 
 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/shawlandsacademy/achievement/lgbt-charter/ 
 

 

 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/shawlandsacademy/clubs-groups/lgbtq/
https://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/groups-and-support/
https://mermaidsuk.org.uk/
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/
https://www.scottishtrans.org/support/support-groups-in-scotland/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/shawlandsacademy/achievement/lgbt-charter/

