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Hello!

Welcome to the Rosshall English Department.  This booklet contains projects for you to work on over the next coming weeks.  

	What you have to do:

· Read through the booklet.

· The tasks in the booklet take time to complete, we won’t be expecting you to complete one a week.

· Many tasks have extension work, please try these if you can.  

· Get your parent/guardian to have a look at your work.
· If possible, you can send your teacher your work via Glow.


1) Book Review
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For this task you will need to read a novel and produce a review of some kind.  This review could take a number of different forms:

· A news articles containing headlines, captions, pictures, etc. 

· A personal response – write your views and opinions about the book; what did you like and find effective?  What did you think could have been done better?  Give reasons.  Would you recommend this book?  Why/Why not?

· A talk – this should last 2-3 minutes.

Extension: Respond to the book in any of the above ways, video yourself doing a news report on the book or create a podcast of your review. 
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Read a Greek or Roman myth and tell the rest of the family all about it.  You should plan to retell the myth.  Drawing some pictures to illustrate your choice and giving a little extra information about the myth, this would make the story even more interesting. 
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Creative Writing
Choose one of the following tasks:

1. Write a short story entitled “Parallel Universe”.  Imagine you find yourself in another world. What’s it like?  It may be very like our world, or it might be totally different.  Why are you there?  Write a story about this experience. 
2. Write a short story entitled “The Classroom Visitor”.  Imagine an unusual person visits your class.  It could be someone exciting; a celebrity even!  Or, it might be someone less pleasant – the nit nurse or the dentist!  It’s up to you.  Write a story about what happens on the day of the visit.
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Imagine you have entered “Britain’s Got Talent”.  What would you do?  How would you feel stepping onto the stage?  Write a story about the experience.

Your story should be at least 500 words and can be handwritten or typed up.

Extension: Why not turn your story into a book?  Give it some illustrations and a front cover.
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Watching/Listening Task

Listen to a podcast or watch a news story about a topic which interests you.  As you listen/watch, you should make a note of the important points.

You should then summarise the story/item in your own words.

Extension: Why not record a podcast of your own about an issue you feel strongly about – perhaps school dresscode, reality TV shows, animal rights… 
5) Read an article from a newspaper
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For this task you will need to choose an interesting newspaper article and read through it carefully.  You are going to respond to the article in an imaginative way.  You might choose to do this in a number of different ways: 
· Write a poem about the issued discussed in the article.

· Write an imaginative/fictitious diary entry from the point of view of someone mentioned in the article.

· Create a piece of artwork inspired by the article.

Extension: Write in any way you choose in response to the news article.
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Interviewing

You should interview someone you know who has an interesting job.  You will have to devise a list of questions.  Try to keep your questions open.  This means asking questions which allow lengthy answers.  You should avoid closed questions which only require a yes/no answer.

You can present your interview in one of the following ways:

1. A two to three minute presentation.

2. A written account.
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Extension: What would be your ideal job and why?  Again, produce a written account or add it to your presentation.
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Writing to Inform

This book was written by someone who is an expert on Facebook.  It provides information and advice for people who don’t know much about Facebook, but are interested in learning more.  Some chapter heading include: 


Getting familiar with Facebook



Representing your identity online



Keeping connected and staying in touch



Using Facebook in business

What you must do:

Choose a topic which you are an expert on.  It might be a sport, a pet, a computer game, a school subject, a famous person or anything else for that matter!

Your task is to produce a short “Dummies Guide” booklet to give information and advice on your topic.  The booklet should have a front cover, a table of contents and five pages of information and advice.  It can be longer if you wish. 

Extension: Prepare a short presentation for a small group, giving information and advice about your chosen topic.  The talk should be between two and three minutes long and can be accompanied by visual aids or a PowerPoint if you wish.

8) Choose a Character that you Relate to

You should choose a character from any novel you have read that you empathise with and relate to.  Write an essay about the different aspects of the character that you felt you understoon, that you related to and that you empathised with.
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Extension: Draw a portrait of this character as you imagine them to be.

9) Learn a Poem

Learn a poem of your own choosing off by heart and recite it to a small group, explaining why you chose that particular poem.

Extension 1: Write your own poem about a similar topic to that of the one you have learned.

Extension 2: Using your very best handwriting, write out either your own poem or the one you have learned. You should them illustrate the poem.
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10) My Hero

We all have people we admire; someone who has inspired us, someone who has affected our lives directly or even been involved with us on a daily basis.

Your task is to choose someone you admire.

You must spend some time researching this person.  Try to find out facts about their life, their achievements and some personal information such as what motivates them, who they admire, etc.

If the person you have chosen is famous, use the internet and the library to source information.  You can then begin to take notes.  It is important that you do not copy directly from books or the internet. Highlight important information as you read and then put it into your own words.

If the person you have chosen is related to you, you are going to have to interview the person, and/or other people who know him/her.  Write out a list of questions beforehand.  If you wish, you can borrow a tape recorder from your teacher to record the interviews.

Once you have gathered you information you can choose from the following methods of presentation:



A talk lasting 2-3 minutes

A short booklet (around 5 pages)

You should have either the booklet or the talk prepared by the deadline and be ready to also submit your notes.
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Research task: Use the library and the internet to discover some facts about a topic which interests you.  You should then use this information to:
Produce a short talk of 2-3 minutes.

OR 

Write an entry for Wikipedia.  Use headings to organise your information.
12) Paragraph from a Favourite Book
Copy out a paragraph from your favourite book in very neat handwriting. You should then illustrate the paragraph in an appropriate way.  At the bottom of the page explain why you have chosen this particular book and paragraph.
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Extension: Try to write in the author’s style, but use your imagination to make up a few paragraphs which could follow the paragraph above.

13) Personal Reading

Reading can be an incredibly rewarding hobby.  Spending a few hours lost in a book is one of the most enjoyable ways to relax.  It will also help you to hone essential skills for life in and after school.

You should choose a book you think you will enjoy.  Try to choose something which will challenge you, but is not so difficult that you won’t finish it.  See your teacher or the librarian if you are unsure what to choose. 

Read it!

Now choose one of the following tasks:

Write a review of the book.  You should include a brief plot summary and then go on to consider what you liked and/or disliked about it.  You should focus on areas such as character, theme, key moments and setting. 

OR

Prepare a 2-3 minute talk, outlining the same things as above.
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14) Extend Your Vocabulary

Learn the spelling and meaning of ten interesting and unfamiliar words.  Write them down with their meanings and try to use them in everyday speech.  Your teacher will test you on the spelling and meaning of your words.



Extension: Write a very short story including all ten of your chosen words at least once.

15) Writing a SHORT short story

You are going to write a short story which is 4 paragraphs long. Each paragraph should be only 3 sentences long. You can write any type of short story: a love story, an action story, a crime story … the only rule is that something must have changed by the end. 
1. Write a first paragraph in which the main character is going somewhere. 
2. Write a second paragraph in which the main character overhears something that grabs their attention or seems important. 
3. Write a third paragraph in which the main character reacts to, thinks about or reflects upon what he/she has heard. 
4. Write a fourth paragraph in which the main character decides on a change of direction or plan. This can be a change of travel plans, a change of heart, a change of mind … 
Remember the four rules to this story: 4 Paragraphs 3 Sentences in each paragraph 1 change
16) Descriptive writing

Using your five senses (Sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) describe in three of the following: 
1) The monster who lives in your wardrobe 
2) The surface of an imaginary planet 
3) A firework display 
4) A battlefield
 5) A ride on a bus or train 
The focus of your writing is on description rather than story telling. 

Here’s a description of a hotel kitchen: The hotel kitchen was filled with warm steam which was bubbling out of the copper pans placed on a large, grey range cooker. Men and women in white shirts hurried from one place to another shouting orders at each other. There was the clatter of stirring and the smell of warm tomato soup wafted into every corner. 

Extension: Use one of the following examples and change it from positive to negative or negative to positive. If you described a grotesque monster, turn it into a nice monster. If you described a busy train, describe a really quiet train. 

17) Advice

Some writers say that if you can survive your childhood you can survive anything. Our childhoods are full of stories, events and experiences which we can use in our writing. 

 What advice, or pieces of advice, would you give to some‐ one younger than yourself about how to get through childhood? You can do this as a list, but you need to give reasons for your advice. Or you can focus on one piece of advice, share your experience and say what you have learned from it. 
Extension: imagine you are asked to speak to a younger group of people. Prepare a presentation that you would give to them outlining your advice on how to survive childhood.

18) Story Board
Choose your favourite film or TV show. Identify your favourite scene or part of it and create an 8 section story board where you draw what happens in the scene.  Each section of the story board should show the action and the characters. 
Extension: Explain why you presented the scene in this way. Was it similar or different to the original? Which version do you think was better and why?

19) Prepare a talk

Choose one of the following and prepare a talk that you will give to a small group in the class.  Your talk should last between 2-4 minutes. 

1. Prepare a presentation on one of your topics or interests.

2. Think about the importance of music in your life. Discuss.

3. Give a talk about the joys and pressures of being young. 
20) Blacked out poetry

Choose a page out of your favourite book, magazine, newspaper article and create a piece of blacked out poetry. Here are the steps:

1. Scan and choose an anchor word.

2. Read the whole text. Circle significant words or groups of words as you go.

3. Write out the words on a separate sheet to see if they work. Edit.

4. Circle the final choices on the text.

5. Make it art!

21) Famous first lines
Choose one of the following first lines from a novel and continue the story. 

“Mikey couldn’t believe his life.”

“Every morning I wake up and I tell myself: It’s just one day, one twenty four hour period to get yourself through.”

“They say that just before you die your whole life flashes before your eyes, but that’s not what happened for me.”

“Something was wrong.”
22) Picture

Use one of the following picture as inspiration for a piece of writing. This could be an imaginative piece, a personal piece, a newspaper article, a magazine article, or a blog.
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23) Choose one from each list to make a creature and animal combination. Now write a short story or scene in which this creature appears. This could be a drama script, a section of a novel or a short story.
List 1



List 2
Vampire


hedgehog
Ninja



otter
Zombie


pig

Pirate


goat

Mummy


lobster

Clown


horse
Banshee


shark
Pirate


monkey

Extension: draw a cartoon of the episode of your story/script etc to truly make your character come alive.

24) What one invention would you uninvent if you could, and why? Think about all of the things in the world that you could live without. Write at least three reason why this item should no longer exist.
Extension: Invent an item that you think the world is lacking. What would it be? How would it be used? Why would it make the world a better place?

25) Make your bucket list for the next 5 years, the next 10 years, and for life. What sorts of things do you want to accomplish? Where do you want to go? What sorts of things will you have done? 

Extension: Choose one of the things from your list and describe what you are going to do to make sure that it comes happens for you.

26)  Tell this story: “Well, I thought it was going to be a regular summer doing all our regular things…”

27) Think about your strongest emotion right now (irritation, boredom, happiness, contentment, etc.) and find five quotes about this emotion.

28) What do you struggle with the most? Write about it
29) You have a chance to go back and completely re-do an event in your life. What is it, and how to you change it? What is the outcome? 
30) You get to guest star on a TV show. What show is it? What happens in this particular episode?
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