Our Lady of the Rosary

HOMEWORK POLICY GUIDELINES

February 2016
1.
THE PURPOSES OF HOMEWORK


The teaching profession and parents value the setting and assessment of homework.   The assessment of a manageable amount of homework is an integral part of the learning and teaching process.   The issuing of regular, varied, meaningful and interesting homework in establishments will –

· Strengthen the liaison between home and school and involve parents (and at times the wider community) in pupils’ work

· Enable parents and others to participate in their child’s learning and provide a link between home and school

· Provide an opportunity for children to consolidate, reflect and build upon their learning in the classroom

· Widen the learning experience by giving pupils the opportunity to use materials and sources of information available outwith the classroom

· Encourage pupils to make use of libraries, ICT and other resources

· Develop the habit of independent study which will include individual and co-operative study

· Reinforce class work and consolidate the learning process by providing further practice in important skills or by assisting in the acquisition of essential knowledge

· Extend class work either by doing preparatory work or follow-up work to support work undertaken in class time

· Promote self-reliance, self discipline, self confidence and encourage pupils to participate and take responsibility for their own learning

· Develop children’s ability to plan and organise their work and to inculcate good habits such as routines, self discipline and study skills. 

· Help teachers monitor the effectiveness of learning and teaching

Children should not spend more than 20 minutes per evening on their homework.

When possible homework should be signed before being returned to school. 

2.
CATEGORIES AND VARIETIES OF HOMEWORK ISSUED


Some types of homework are clearly more suited for certain purposes and more justifiable than others.    It is important that the strengths and weaknesses of different types of homework are fully recognised and reflected in practice.

Homework can be divided into 6 categories which may on occasion overlap –

1.
Preparation for class work – tasks planned in advance are tied into class work eg  information gathering prior to the information being set out in graphical form in class

2.
Spontaneous tasks arising from an idea that the teacher or pupils have had during work in a lesson

3.
Self contained tasks on a discrete piece of work running parallel to class work

4.
Planned tasks built into a programme of work as an integral aspect of the curriculum feeding into class work or reinforcing work done in the classroom.

5.
Finishing off work started in class.

There is evidence that establishments have made significant efforts to increase the variety work beyond the classroom including homework and have extended such work to include –

· Researching at home or in libraries using a variety of sources including ICT

· Reviewing a novel

· Reading for information and pleasure

· Redrafting and summarising

· Raising awareness of technology by designing and making models

· Collecting items of interest

· Developing information handling skills

· Developing hobbies and sharing information with others

· Developing investigative skills

· Tackling and solving problems

· Developing folios

· Developing diaries

· Independent work for topics/investigations

· Finding information on internet sites

· Parents and children working collaboratively – Shared Home Learning Grid

· Active Spelling and other multi-sensory activities
Homework tasks should be set to reflect ongoing class work across the curriculum.  This list is by no means exhaustive and it should be noted there is a role for all curricular areas.

3.
FREQUENCY AND NOTING OF HOMEWORK


The frequency, amount and type of homework issued always gives rise to a significant level of debate about what is appropriate. Excluding reading,it has been decided to recommend around 15 minutes per evening for Infants and up to 30 minutes for Upper School pupils including an element of written work (Monday-Thursday).

In consultation with all stakeholders (February 2016), it has been agreed that a weekly homework diary is an effective means of communicating homework tasks and expectations to children and parents.  This reinforces the partnership with parents in supporting homework.   Such methods allow teachers and parents to exchange written comments and are part of the ongoing liaison between home and establishments.  
4.
DIFFERENTIATION OF HOMEWORK


Homework may well be a task, which is the same for all pupils, but the level of support may vary.  Teachers may give tasks, which are open ended, and which can be tackled in different ways.   All pupils can achieve some success and the task is within their capabilities.    Some might explore the task in greater depth/length or with more care than others and the response may be differentiated by outcome.   It may be that the teacher will provide more assistance to some pupils in terms of the advice given before the issuing of the homework.


A range of tasks may be given on the basis of interest, prior learning or ability in a particular area of the curriculum.   As a result of this, pupils can be given tasks which are appropriate to their needs.    The involvement of learning support staff can play an integral role in ensuring that homework tasks are consistent with the approaches to differentiation taken in class.

5.
MARKING OF HOMEWORK


Teacher response to homework is vital and therefore homework set should be manageable.   It is important that the teacher clearly communicates to the young person how he/she intends to assess/acknowledge any piece of homework given and the timescale for doing so.    Such methods of assessment include the traditional marking of homework, exchange marking with other young people, going over answers in front of a group of young people and sampling of the homework done in classes.   Homework should be marked and returned within the week.  It should be consistent with the school’s policy on and practice of formative assessment.

Pupils will be recognised for completing homework through individual class award systems.
6.
GOOD PRACTICE INVOLVING PARENTS


Our homework policy is communicated to parents through:

· consultation, 

· discussion with Parent Council 

· the production of an Information Leaflet  which includes points such as :

· Emphasis on the value and purpose of homework

· Reference to research suggesting positive relationships between achievement and homework

· Informing parents that there is a variety of types of homework

· Giving details of schemes to support pupils such as homework timetables, use of log books, after school homework clubs and supported study

· How to provide support for tasks which their children find difficult

· Providing a setting conducive to allow pupils to do their homework satisfactorily

· How to communicate with the school in respect of homework 

· Emphasising  the need for pupils to rest, relax and have recreation time. 


Parents are encouraged to take an interest, to listen, to assist and to encourage pupils to explore a topic for investigation by helping in the search for information.   In order to support this we provide “Parentplans” three times a year to inform parents about the topics their child will cover each term. Weekly class homework diaries also support communication with parents. Parents are encouraged to note their child’s achievements, sign and comment positively as appropriate.
Parents are encouraged to talk to the school if their child is having difficulty with homework.


Good practice in informing and involving parents may include –

· Meet the teacher at the beginning of the new session
· Using parents (and others) as a resource

· Letters home regarding homework eg  praise and non completion

· Reporting to parents on homework

· Information/”getting to know you” meetings between class teacher and parents

· Explanatory homework leaflet

· Consultation with parents on the policy.

8.
RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS


In recent years schools have developed a variety of ways of enhancing partnerships with parents. Our homework leaflet, discussed with the Parent Council elaborates the importance of regular parental involvement in homework.  Homework is an area which will continue to be at the forefront of partnership developments between schools and the home.   

9.
POLICY REVIEW AND MONITORING


As part of our self-evaluation, St Conval’s will monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of homework.   Good practice may include:

· Staff checking completion of homework and parental acknowledgement of this;

· Review of homework by SMT as part of regular learning conversations school year planner to ensure consistent completion of homework assigned to them;
· Sharing the homework leaflet annually with parents and securing their support for the issue of homework at the Meet the Teacher session
· Class point chart

