Notre Dame High School

Christmas Newsletter

A Message From Our Head Teacher

Dear Parents and Carers

Itis hard to believe we have come to the end of another busy
term at Notre Dame High. As always, our young people should
be congratulated for the manner in which they have committed
to their studies, to the wider life of the school and to each
other. This newsletter provides a flavour of the wide range

of learning opportunities, activities and events which

have enhanced our curriculum this year.

Once again you, our parents and carers, have demonstrated your

commitment to our partnership by your attendance and support at Parents’ Evenings, religious
services and other evening events. | was delighted that a large number of parents accepted our
offer to attend a Family Learning event on Dyslexia during November. The feedback we received
highlighted a desire for further information sessions to support learning — more about this in
the New Year.

Our Annual Open Evening in September was very well attended and received by our guests.
Should you be aware of any families who missed the opportunity to visit us, please send my
invitation for them to get in touch with myself and | will be happy to host their visit to our
school.

Our successful Christmas Cabaret on Tuesday 4 December was preceded by, our now annual,
Christmas Fayre. Supported by our Parent Council this event saw pupils, staff and parents
working together to engage local businesses in this fundraising initiative, which saw a number
of our pupils host their own enterprise stalls. The proceeds are contributing to our Advent
charity campaign as well as helping to support pupil activities through the school fund. The
Christmas Cabaret was once again, an outstanding success; orchestra, music groups, choir and
drama, such talent!

Led by our highly capable group of sixth year, the young people have been very active this term
by fundraising to support a variety of good causes. Already this year, and with your support, we
have been able to make a difference to the lives of others through charitable events for
Breastcancer Care Scotland, Aid to the Church in Need, St. Margaret of Scotland Hospice and the
St. Nicholas Care Fund, our Advent charity. Only this week, the pupils have raised funds through
a combination of non-uniform day, Christmas Movie afternoon and our annual Talent Show.

May I end by expressing, on behalf of all our staff, our very best wishes for a peaceful and joyful

Christmas and a successful 2019. We have encouraged the girls to cherish the time spent with
family and to reflect on how lucky we are to live in relative peace in such turbulent times

throughout the world.
Rosie Manrtin

Head Teacher

Notre Dame High School
160 Observatory Road
Glasgow G12 9LN

Phone: 0141 582 0190
Fax: 0141 582 0191

Web: www.notredamehigh.glasgow.sch.uk

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2019

Christmas and New Year — School closes
at 2.30pm on Thursday 20 December
and Returns on Monday 07 January

February Mid-Term Break — Monday 11
February until 13 February (inclusive)

Spring — School Closes at 2.30pm on
Friday 29 March and returns on Monday
15 April.

Easter — Friday 19 April until Monday 22
April (Inclusive)

May Bank Holiday — Monday 06 May
and Tuesday 07 May (Inclusive)

Mid Term Break — Friday 24 May until
Monday 27 May (inclusive)

Summer Break — School closes at 1pm
on Friday 28 June
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SCIENCE

Outdoor Learning:

All of S2 visited Pollok Park to take part in some environmental sampling. We took around 40 young people on each of
our three visits. While there, learners had the chance to measure some abiotic factors, use keys to identify trees and
insects, carry out some pond dipping and of course toast the odd marshmallow. Massive thanks to Fiona and the other
Park Rangers at Pollok. Their advice and enthusiasm along with the good weather we enjoyed on each of our visits
made for a fantastic experience.

STEM careers at the Science Centre:

We visited the science centre with S2 in early November in order to raise their awareness of STEM careers. The girls
were outstanding. At the event, they took part in the careers marketplace, where their enthusiasm, knowledge and
conduct made a hugely positive impression on the exhibitors. They also got the chance to take part in a CSI event, build
a glider, build a balloon car and a wind turbine. All of our S2 learners who took part really enjoyed the event.
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SOCIAL SUBIJECTS

$3 World War One Commemoration

S3 History classes have been studying the Era of the Great War in
school and recently undertook extended writing tasks to help them
understand what life would have been like for soldiers fighting in the
trenches. The girls were tasked to imagine themselves as a young
Scottish soldier who had signed up to join the War, however found the
real life experience to be tragically different to what they had imagined
when they arrived.

The girls did a wonderful job of imagining the food, the trauma and the
different types of technology of war and how these impacted on
soldiers. Their work is now displayed as a commemoration to the 100t
anniversary of the end of World War One.

S3 Pollok Park Trenches Visit

On 27 and 28 November, S3 History pupils visited the Digging In
Trenches at Pollok Park. These recreations of a section of Allied and
opposing German trenches brings together a diverse range of
specialists and interest groups — archaeologists, historians, teachers,
engineers, re-enactors and university Officer Training Corps units —to
explore the semi-subterranean world of trench warfare.

This created an interactive environment in which the myths and
realities of trench warfare can be explored and interrogated by the
pupils. The girls gained an understanding of how soldiers learned to
survive not just the violence of war but also the mundane challenges of
daily life, thrown up by a world cut into the world.



http://www.unicef.org.uk/rrsa



















PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Notre Dame Young Ambassadors Report
The following pupils are representing the school this year as Young Ambassadors (YA's).
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Brogan Carberry: S6
Gemma Cornes: S6
Kajal Sohanta: S6
Zaina Bouzza: S6
Alia Ali: S6

Pati Alonso: S6
Diana Ali: S6

Winnie Njenga: S5
Ellen Quinn: S5
Boushra Kabati: S5
Nasrin Ali: S4

Alisha Mahmood: S3
Karina SLowikowska: S3
Holly Lambton: S3
Kenidy Ferguson: S3
Maggie Ewins: S3

At the start of September all 16 pupils took part in a YA conference which was held in Glasgow City Chambers. The pupils
had an enjoyable day and learned more about their role. They also had the opportunity to meet our Active Schools
Coordinator, Louise Keating, and discussed what ideas they had to promote sport and physical activity across the school. This
included being in charge of lunchtime or after school clubs.

Shortly after the conference, Brogan (Sports Captain) and Alia went to the Sport Scotland YA conference that was held in
Hampden Park. The girls were given more training related to their role and met other YAs from Glasgow and the surrounding
areas. Both pupils said this event was very helpful and provided them with many inspirational ideas. Some of these included
house competitions, loyalty cards, promoting active girls day and teacher v pupil challenges. Brogan and Alia fed this
information back to the other YAs at their next lunchtime meeting.

At the end of September the pupils organised and ran a Freshers Fayre for S1 pupils, to promote the extra-curricular clubs
and activities that they are running. The event was very successful reflected in the high number of pupils from across the
year groups who now attend extra-curricular activities and clubs.

The next event that the pupils organised and ran was Active Girls day which was held at the start of October. Active Girls day
is a nationally recognised event that takes place across the county to promote physical activity to girls. The activities that the
S1 pupils enjoyed included a choice of Just Dance, Parkour, rugby and self-defence/karate. First Year enjoyed the event and
commented how exciting it was to try something different.

The YAs are currently still in charge of their respected lunchtime or afterschool clubs and will continue to carry out this role
for the reminder of the year. The pupils hope to plan another event after the S5/6 prelims in Februrary.
Miss Crumlin
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