
6. "The Joy of Teenagers"
It's not just teenagers who are misunderstood.
1. It's so unfair. No one understands you. people who actually have no idea tell you what to do all the time. About anything. Everyone patronises you or exchanges knowing looks when you say something really important. No one sees you as an individual anymore but just as some kind of generic blob. No one is there when you feel really lonely. No one is there when you discover something completely weird about the world. No one is there when you are too tired to pick up the remote control. No one gets quite how boring all of this is.
2. This is how it feels to be the parent of a teenager. Not all the time. Some of the time. I can't tell you how to do it, but I can reassure you that you are probably doing it al/ wrong. There are experts in adolescence, apparently. There are manuals that are fine if you accept that you just need to change the settings on teenagers until their lights flash on and off. Strangely, I happen to believe teenagers - er, much like us grown-ups - are all different.
3. I am currently on my third teenager (she is 13; my older ones are in their 20s), but the real truth is that I am on my fourth. Me! I was a teenager. It is this experience more than anything that informs my [image: ]parenting. For I know I was pretty much formed as a person by 14, and I haven't changed that much since. That may be a good thing or a bad thing. Your relationship to your adolescent is often hooked into the relationship you have with your own adolescence. So many irrational fears, hopes and denials come from this nowhere land.
4. That's why, when your child starts the journey of separating from you, [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ]  you may react in all sorts of strange ways. You as a parent may feel [image: ] suddenly out of control. Of yourself as well as of your child.
5. Many people seem anxious that what is seen as adolescent behaviour kicks in long before the teen years, at about 10. By this I mean the stereotypical way that we define this phase: wanting stuff, being sarcastic, needing to be alone sometimes, caring too much about being included or excluded from particular groups, demanding the impossible, being oversensitive, easily hurt and inexplicably angry. All while doing daft things. None of these behaviours belongs to any one age group, but we tend to see teenagers' emotional lives as somehow always excessive and exaggerated.
6. The intensity of this time of life is something we seek to grow them out of, and secretly envy. Once, I found one of my daughters sobbing in her room. What was the matter? "Mum, I want to be the same as everyone else, but I want to stand out and be different from them too — a pretty good encapsulation of a feeling that never leaves us. And that is bigger than the rows about the messy bedroom, the house as hotel, the smoking, drinking, boyfriends. For the glorious technicolour of this time is hard to live with as a parent. Your demands are black and white. Clean up. Stop pushing at every boundary. Yes, school is bloody boring - just get through it. Their demands are vivid. I want to be a star. I want to change the world. I want unconditional love. I hate you. I want to take risks. I want to be safe. I want to be free.






Paper 6 Questions
1. Read paragraph 1, comment on the effectiveness of the writer's use of sentence structure in this paragraph. (4 marks)
2. How does the first sentence of paragraph 2 perform a linking function at this point in the passage? (2 marks)
3. Read paragraph 3, comment on the writer's use of sentence structure at this point in the passage. (2 marks)
4. Read paragraph 3, explain in your own words what informs the writer's approach to parenting. (2 mark)
5. Read paragraph 5, comment on how the writer uses language to describe the actions of teenagers. (4 marks)
6. Read paragraph 6, in your own words explain the dilemma faced by the writer's daughter. (2 marks)
7. Read paragraph 6, how does the writer use language to convey the thought-processes of a teenager? (4 marks)
20 marks
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