Good afternoon,
I hope everyone has had a good week.  We have been heavily struck again this week with Covid and some other things, across all different types of staff in the school.  I know a few children have been quite unwell too, and I hope they are all recovering now!
Thank you again to Joanne, and the rest of the staff who were in, for keeping everything going so well while I was out of school for the first part of the week.
It was lovely to see so many of you at Parents Evening, and we will be in touch separately with classes that we need to reschedule.  We particularly liked hearing the very positive feedback in Primary 5 about how much the children are enjoying spending a Wednesday in the Creativity Room/Lower Hall.
Share the Learning
As highlighted in the diary dates sent earlier this session Thursday 30th November is Share the Learning, which we will start at 2pm so that you have time to go to more than one class if needed.  This is just a chance for you to come and see what your child/children have been doing recently; particularly in the lower end of the school you may want to anticipate being down on the floor playing!
Assembly 
This week I am explicitly mentioning the Israel/Palestine conflict in assembly for the first time.  I alluded to it a couple of weeks ago when I introduced our Right of the Month for November which we had long decided on, due to November being Remembrance:
Article 38  Governments must not allow children under the age of 15 to take part in war or join the armed forces. Governments must do everything they can to protect and care for children affected by war and armed conflicts.
I am going to talk about this in the context of learning, using this quote from Santiago:
‘Learning is the process and result of making sense of questions that matter to us’
and how I am trying to learn about and understand something better than I did before. So not only are we talking about the current situation but I am also highlighting that even as adults we are still learning all the time.

I have a short video to show the children to explain in simple terms the history of the conflict, and in as balanced a way as I could, and you may wish to view it again with your child:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cphJJZQtx-U

I am then just going to talk about children at present not being able to have all of their rights met, and this could be on both sides of the conflict.  I will talk about how our values help us decide how to speak and behave and how one of our matching school values and the values of the Scottish Parliament, is compassion and we should be thinking with compassion about all of the children, and adults, affected by this conflict.  I will also touch on our value of respect in how we treat each other even if we hold different views.

If any of the older children wish to discuss the situation further, or learn more together, I am going to offer them the chance to do that over a lunchtime discussion group if they like.  
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Unicef has a useful webpage on discussing conflict with your child, if you wish a look:

https://www.unicef.org/parenting/how-talk-your-children-about-conflict-and-war


Friday 15th December
Last week I asked you to save the date of the afternoon of Friday 15th December in your diaries.  Due to a number of circumstances we will not be able to hold an evening/weekend Winter Fayre in the school this year.
However we will have a Winterfest during the afternoon of the 15th instead:
· Each class are going to make some crafts to sell in their classes
· We will have tea/coffee/homebaking in the lunch hall for a small donation
· We would like to have a Bake Off competition again, which some of you may remember we did Pre-Covid
· We will have some activities in spare classrooms that you can take your child around, for a very small cost
· We will have a raffle/tombola.  For information, Glasgow City Council guidelines are now that no alcohol can be anywhere on a school premise including for raffles etc.
We hope many of you can join us for a fun afternoon (of course younger siblings and other family members are welcome to come along too) and this will also help us to raise money for the school fund.  We will give out more details about it soon.
School Christmas Lunch
Our school Christmas lunch date is Tuesday 12th December.
On Parent Pay the only option is to pick for your child to have a school lunch or not.  We will ask in school which of the options they would like.  For ordering purposes, the sooner this can be done the better so if you could ask your child over the weekend if they would like a school Christmas lunch that would be great and we will ask for options from the children on Monday.  
The options are:
· Roast Turkey (Halal option available)
· Steak Pie (Halal lamb pie available)
· Quorn Fillet
Thank you for your help with this.  Everyone got what they ordered last year, hopefully it will be the same this year if we can get accurate numbers!
I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.
Best wishes
Caroline
