Good afternoon,
I hope you have all had a good week.
School Improvement Plan
We have been making good progress with our school improvement priorities so far this session, in particular our third priority of:
· Develop a skills-based curriculum which incorporates pupil leadership.
The development work we have done with play and creativity over the strike days has really helped us move forward with this, and on Wednesday we had some staff working on how we can incorporate the meta skills further through the curriculum.
Pupil Leadership
On Wednesday we were also discussing how to move forward with the masterclass type idea that we did last year, and it unexpectedly, but excitingly, turned into a discussion on Primary 6 and Primary 7 pupils potentially leading groups for the rest of the school.  I have spoken to P6 and P7 about this and many are very keen, and are now busy planning ideas and I am speaking to the rest of the children about it in assembly today.  We are going to call this Fun 31 after Article 31 of the UNCRC about all children having the right to relax and play.
I also asked Primary 7 if anyone would like to help me plan our first house afternoon of the session, which is next Thursday 9th November, and almost the whole school wanted to do this so they have been working on that this afternoon.
Diwali House Afternoon – dress down day
As part of our Diwali house afternoon the children can come to school in ‘dress down’ clothes on Thursday 9th November.  They can come in normal clothes or might like to dress up bright and sparkly to represent Diwali!
If you can, could you please make a donation on Parent Pay for this.  I am loath to ask for donations for anything just now, and you know that we rarely do, due to the cost of living situation just now. However our school funds are very stretched just now and we need to ensure we have money to cover things normal things we need money for to enhance learning and teaching within the classes and also to cover things like the Christmas parties and the Christmas presents for P1-3.
If you cannot make a donation your child can of course still come to school dressed down.
Seasons for Growth
Seasons for Growth is an educational programme that uses the imagery of the seasons to illustrate the cyclical nature of grief. It aims to strengthen the wellbeing of children who may be dealing with major life changes including death, separation and other significant losses by:
1. exploring the impact of change and loss on everyday life
1. learning new ways to respond to these changes
The significant loss can include (but not exclusively limited to):
1. Family breakdown (divorce, separation, care situations)
1. Death of a friend or relative
1. Parental stresses (unemployment, imprisonment etc.)
1. Injury disability or serious illness (self or others in the family)
1. Loss of self-esteem
Over 8 sessions children have an opportunity to share (if they choose), some of their experiences and work together. Children of similar age and ability support each other to learn new ways to cope with difficult situations alongside a trained Companion. Confidentiality is strongly emphasised. If this is something that you wish your child to be considered for, please email Miss McCrory on jmccrory@mountflorida-pri.glasgow.sch.uk with a brief outline of why you think it might be suitable for your child.
Miss McCrory will also be speaking to the children about this in assembly this afternoon.
Building Racial Literacy 
You may be interested to know that I have been accepted onto the Education Scotland Building Racial Literacy programme.  
This programme promotes anti-racism as a baseline professional value, empowering educators to identify and implement anti-racist behaviours and processes in their everyday practice. The ultimate goal of the Building Racial Literacy programme is to make every educator in Scotland racially literate, effective at dealing with racism and confident in leading anti-racism.
This is something we as a school feel strongly about and I am delighted to have been accepted on the course.
Primary 6 and Primary 7 will also shortly be undertaking the 5 week programme of Show Racism the Red Card.
I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.
Best wishes
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