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What are the benefits of
reading with your child?

Sharing a book with your child at home
is one of best ways of encouraging a love

for reading.

It can be playful or calming and a lovely
time to cuddle up and develop positive

relationships with your child.

Reading can also help develop your
child’s:

* Communication and language skills
* Vocabulary

* Understanding of the world

Interactive Shared Reading

SONGS
AND RHYMES

Songs and rhymes is another fun way to
support your child’s learning and
development.

The Bookbug Song and
Rhyme Library is a great

resource for sharing songs

and rhymes that your child

may be familiar with from P
& App Store

nursery.

These can be accessed via the Bookbug app,
The Scottish Book Trust Youtube channel or
the Scottish Book Trust website.
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INTERACTIVE
SHARED
READING

A parent’s guide to interactive
shared reading

WHAT IS INTERACTIVE SHARED READING?

Engaging your child in interactive storytelling sessions supports their early reading skills.
It involves them asking and responding to questions, predicting what happens next and connecting their own experiences to the stories.
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WHAT IS INTERACTIVE SHARED READING?

Engaging your child in interactive storytelling experiences can support their early reading skills.
It involves your child asking and responding to questions, predicting what happens next and connecting their own experiences to the stories.
Each of these skills helps support and strengthen your child’s understanding of a story.

YOUR CHILD WILL ENJOY AND BENEFIT FROM SHARING THE SAME BOOK OVER AND OVER AGAIN.
TRY USING THE SUGGESTIONS BELOW WITH YOUR NEXT BOOK:

FIRST READ THIRD READ
What can

i i the froi
Talk about the front and back cover with your child. ~ ¥°“¢¢ o"' :?9 nt

Encourage your child to retell the story in their own words.

I1wonder what this story S
‘might be about? Encourage them to make predictions.

Iwonder what

will happen next?
Read the whole story to your child. Use the pictures in the book to help your child
make predictions and sequence the story.
What happened at
SECOND READ the beginning/middle/end of

the story?
Encourage conversations with your child.
Iwonder

Talk about new words and their meaning as you discover them in the story. e il Bring the story to life, provide props for your child
character name) could
i to act out the story.
Try and relate new words and events in the story to Sy ) 2
your child’s own experiences. tisaren eve: ’;‘PP’""’ Have fun together planning and collecting items,
= to you? e clothes or material found around your home to
Iwonder :
e tora help your child retell the story.

how (insert character name) is s
o Read the story again, this time stop and have

conversations with your child about what you
are reading. Discuss the characters, setting
and the problem.

telescope?

Why
did (insert character name) do
that?

Can you guess what story this is?

. What is your favourite part of
Encourage your child to help you turn the the story? Why?

Enjoy the performance!
pages and share their likes and dislikes.

You could video the performance and then watch it again together.





