Passage 1
Read the passage below and attempt to answer questions 1-8.
One of a Kind
In the first passage, Hugh McIlvanny discusses the joys and drawbacks of fame and notoriety for boxing legend, Muhammad Ali.

It is pretty much incontestable that at the height of his fame as the most compelling figure in the history of sport, and self-appointed master of ceremonies to mankind, Muhammad Ali was the most widely recognised human being on the planet. No contemporary political figure, however influential or notorious, impinged on the consciousness of so many people. Nor did the most celebrated film stars or popular entertainers. When the Beatles met up with him on their tour of America early in 1964, he was still two or three weeks away from the sensational defeat of Sonny Liston that made him undisputed heavyweight champion of the world barely a month after his 22nd birthday. Yet even then John, Paul, Ringo and George accepted happily enough that while they were in his company they would be the supporting act.
The legitimising platform for his capacity to enthrall billions around the globe was always the prodigious scale of the athletic gifts that enabled him to become the only boxer who has ever reigned three times as the master of the heavyweights, a distinction whose worth is unimaginable now that the proliferation of sanctioning bodies has fractured the world title beyond recognition and the scraps are being hoovered up by a generation of fighters who are at best dully efficient. Ali would not have been able to behave as if addressing the earth's masses from a celestial podium had he not brought a sense of the epic to the blood-and-snot business transacted inside the ropes.
His feats there provided the original and sustained validation of his claim on our attention, from the toppling (amid unforgettable scenes a full decade and miles apart) of two men who had assumed the fearsomeness of ogres, Liston and George Foreman, to his dramatic trilogy of confrontation with his truest and most respected adversary, Joe Frazier. But his appeal owed at least as much to the effect of a beautiful and magnetising physical presence and an essentially unsophisticated but uniquely captivating personality, a central element of which was a genius for the comic so engaging that he was capable of spreading not just laughter but joy.
Like his joking, the entire impact of his like owed much to its timing. He erupted among us when the reach of electronic media was widening exponentially, and television swiftly identified him as demanding tireless coverage. His iconoclasm, too, as a sportsman and as a social force, gained in authority from having a helpful historical context. The 1960s was a period when the rebelliousness was rife in many societies, especially among the young, and he was adopted as a symbol of its best aspirations. But the circumstances of the age don't begin to explain the miracles of popularity and relevance he wrought. Future historians, when assessing the Ali phenomenon, may find themselves concerned less with the self-transcending power of sporting greatness that the mysterious alchemy by which he generated in a huge swathe of humanity not so much affection and approval as a feeling that permits no definition other than love.
By no means everything he did contributed to the accumulation of the near- universal warmth towards him. Even the defiance of white society’s oppressive attitudes that earned him the status of the standard- bearer for black pride might have been considered tainted when he showered taunts and cruel Uncle Tom insults on ring opponents with much rawer experience of colour prejudice that he ever had. And listeners did not have to be redneck bigots to be appalled and angered by the deranged virulence of the racist diatribes he spouted when preaching the doctrines that constituted the creed of the Nation of Islam while Elijah Muhammad, aka the Messenger, was its leader. Yet Ali was never remotely convincing as a hater and his admirers didn't feel they were being naive in claiming to recognise, beyond what they saw as outrageous role playing, the lovable core of an intrinsically good man. They remained sure it was merely natural but right to be enraptured by him. The light that dazzled so irresistibly was doused long ago. For nearly 30 years the man who persuaded us to regard him as The Greatest had been imprisoned in the twilit existence decreed by an inexorably engulfing infirmity, a merciless decline directly caused by absorbing too many punches to the head. 
Years prior to his retirement in 1981 there were unmistakable portents of the problems ahead, of the Parkinson's syndrome (not Parkinson's disease but a condition with similar symptoms attributed in his case to physical trauma of the brain stem) that would freeze his once vibrant features into an expressionless mask, make his arms tremble uncontrollably, bring a leaden ponderousness to his walk and reduce the voice the riveted his global audience to a blurred whisper often indecipherable at a distance of a couple of feet. Eventually the noisiest of athletes was trapped in virtual silence, generally restricted to communicating, the mischief still active in his brain through simple sign language - as when, while at the White House in 2005 to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom, he responded to George W Bush's mock offer to trade punches by putting a shaky right index finger to his temple and twirling it.
In his prime, when his feet were dancing and his gloved hands were achieving a swiftness and fluency never seen from a man of his size before or since, when he revelled in acting out the verbalising his own Superman scripts, untold numbers seemed to be mesmerised into imagining the violence they witnessed was occurring in some kind of comic-strip dimension where their hero wasn't subject to the harsh consequences of his trade. But superman was suffering brain damage.
Passage 2
Read the passage below and attempt to answer question 9.

While reading, you may wish to make notes on the key ideas or highlight key points of the passage. 
In the second passage, the author considers the role of boxing in today’s sporting world.

Muhammad Ali and the relationship he had with two British journalists offered particular insight. Ali's interview with Michael Parkinson did more than anything else to elevate him from sportsman to cultural icon in this part of the world and the broadcaster, whose chat show was compulsive viewing for those of us raised in the seventies, spoke tellingly of the peerless fighter's contribution to popularising boxing last weekend. "He did more for the sport than anyone I can think of,” said Parkinson. "He attracted to boxing an audience that hitherto had regarded it as being barbarous, not even a sport...so from that point of view he was the boxer who reinvented the sport."
Therein lay a crucial point because that is precisely what Ali achieved. His beauty and brilliance as an athlete blinded us to the brutality of boxing for many years and at what price?
His legacy could be seen in the similarly stylish Sugar Ray Leonard while there were muted echoes of Ali's combination of wit and braggadocio in the self-promotion of Chris Eubank in the eighties. However Ali's spell-binding words and deeds were already a distant memory on 21st September 1991 when Eubank delivered the blow which shocked some of us back to our senses. The punch with which he struck Michael Watson that night was so evidently damaging that it was astonishing that the recipient returned to his feet so quickly, far less surprising when he subsequently collapsed and it became evident that he had become boxing's latest serious casualty.
It is now impossible to see this as a purely sporting contest in spite of the defence put up by those who still it as a valid activity.
Only a few days before Ali's death I found myself involved in one of many such conversations engaged in during the intervening years when a retired GP, of similar age to Ali, ought to explain his ongoing love of boxing by talking terms of the character it builds in people and the health benefits it offers. He also trotted out the usual claims about other sports such as rugby and racing- whether on horseback or in vehicles - being more dangerous. The key issue is, however, that those justifications are rendered irrelevant by rules which mean that rather than lethal injuries being an incidental consequence of competition, participants are rewarded for inflicting them, most obviously by virtue of inducing brain damage on opponents by rendering concussive knockout blows.
Gladiatorial metaphors have been hideously overused in relation to boxing, but they serve the most effective comparison in these terms. It is hard to imagine other than that only the strongest in terms of both physical conditioning and character could have survived long in the arena, but for all the best efforts of Kirk Douglas and Russell Crowe, we do not need to stretch our imaginations too far to see claims of some sort of nobility associated with such an evil form of entertainment as propaganda.
A couple of millennia on, the febrile atmosphere which surrounds boxing rings is an obvious descendant of what took place in Roman colosseums. None of which need dilute the admiration we feel for the boxers themselves and there was only one place to turn for that last weekend as was impressively acknowledged by Parky when he used his broadcast platform to recommend reading the journalistic magnum opus that was the Hugh McIlvanney- dominated Ali supplement produced by The Sunday Times, describing it as: “The most moving testament to a great athlete that I can't improve upon so if they want to know what Ali was like then read that."
The recently retired greatest sports writer of all time defining the career of the greatest sportsman of all time was not to be missed, mixing his contemporaneous coverage with modern-day perspective on a career that helped define his own, but there was one paragraph which looks to have been all the more prescient more than 40 years after it was written as he reflected on the Rumble in the Jungle between Ali and George Foreman.
"Ali will not retire, partly because he loves the drama of boxing and partly because the money is too good to refuse. In a sense, that is a pity, for Wednesday would have made a fine exit. As Coretta Clay [Ali's Aunt] says, he is boxing’s Alpha and Omega. Now we have seen him what can it offer us? Maybe both he and boxing should quit while they are ahead," McIlvanney wrote back in 1974. 
Given all that we know now the death of Muhammad Ali offers another opportunity to consider whether any youngster, let alone those possessed of such intellect and talent, should have to punch other senseless to achieve success, incurring all the risk that ultimately took such a toll even on 'The Greatest'.
[End of Text]

	1. Read lines 1-9.
Explain how the writer justifies his claim that “Muhammad Ali was the most widely recognised human being on the planet”. Use your own words in the answer.
	(4)

	2. Read lines 10-18.
By referring to at least two examples, analyse how the writers use of language creates a highly negative impression of boxing today.
	(4)

	3. Read from lines 21 -25.
Identify two further positive aspects, which added to Muhammad Ali's appeal.  Use your own words in your answer.
	(2)

	4. Read from lines 25-36.
Explain how the writer develops his argument that 'the entire impact of his life owed much to its timing' in the rest of the paragraph. You should use your own words, as far as possible.
	(3)

	5. Read the sentence in lines 37-38.
Explain clearly how this sentence acts as a linking device in the writer's arguments.
	(2)

	6. Read from lines 44-51.
By referring to word choice/imagery and sentence structure demonstrate how the writer effectively describes the later years of Ali's career.
	(4)

	7. Read from lines 52-62.
By referring to (at least) two examples. Explain fully how the writer makes effective use of contrast in this paragraph. You should refer to word choice, sentence structure and / or tone.
	(4)

	8. Read Ln.67 (But Superman was…)
Evaluate the effectiveness of this final sentence as a conclusion to the passage as a whole.
	(2)


Question on both passages
	9. Look at both passages. 
The writers agree on a number of the main qualities Ali had as a boxer and a personality.
Identify three key areas on which they agree. You should support the points by referring to important ideas in both passages. 

You may answer this question in continuous prose or in a series of developed bullet points.
	(5)
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