Diversity and Equality Policy

Diversity is about recognising and valuing difference, where everyone is respected for who they are.
Equality is about creating a fairer society, where everyone can take part and where everyone has the opportunity to be all they can be.  Promoting Diversity and Equality: Developing Responsible Citizens for 21st Century Scotland. 
Education Scotland Publication
Aim: To promote a strong sense of equality and diversity through the curriculum and all aspects of our work.
Objectives:

· staff are aware of The Equality Act 2010.
· staff will aim to ensure, through policies and practice that children, parents/carers and colleagues are treated with respect and regarded equally.

· staff are committed to challenging discrimination and stereotyping

· staff will create an environment where all children feel valued

· ensure that children are listened to and feel safe and secure

· audit resources regularly  

· the golden rules are consistently applied by staff and understood by children

· children will be encouraged to contribute to the life of the nursery which will include opportunities in decision-making and learning about their rights.

· staff will endeavour to involve parents and carers who face barriers which prevents them taking an active role in their child’s care and education e.g. utilise translation services, home to nursery diaries.

Success Criteria:

Policies and practices ensure that children, parents and staff are treated equally, with respect and in a fair and just manner giving due regard, without discrimination, to disability, gender, religious persuasion, sexual orientation, age, racial origin and cultural and linguistic background.  Everyone feels valued, safe and secure.

The centre is effective in promoting and supporting social inclusion.  Practical steps are taken to assist families who experience difficulties in accessing support services.  Positive efforts are made to reduce barriers which affect parent’s abilities to participate effectively in their children’s care and education.

National Care Standards
Standard 1 Being welcomed and valued.
Standard 2 A safe environment

Standard 3 Health and wellbeing

Standard 4 Engaging with children

Standard 6 Support and development

Standard 7 A caring environment

Standard 8 Equality and fairness
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