
 

  

When will my child move to the next colour band?  

For a child to be an effective reader, they need not only 

to read the words on the page but also to understand 

what they have read. The teachers will carefully monitor 

your child’s reading and move them to the next colour 

band when they are ready. Thank you for reading with 

your child at home. It is such an essential part of 

their development as a reader and you play a crucial role 

in nurturing their love of reading.  

Book Banding 

Parents’ Guide 

In Hyndland Primary, we have moved to a system 

of Book Banded guided reading books to support 

our young people learning to be effective readers.  

This guide provides a brief outline of the 

approach, as well as hints and tips for how you can 

support your child at home. 



 

What can I expect?  

It may be, because of the broader nature of Book 

Band leveling, there are books from different 

stages of the same reading scheme in one 

colour band.  It also means there may be lower 

stages which are harder texts, so it may appear 

as if your child has a book from a lower level.  

As long as the book is in your child’s book band 

colour, the level is right for them.   Eventually, 

the books will all have coloured stickers on them, 

but for now the teacher will be able to provide 

you with this information.   

What is Book Banding?  

The Book Band system helps schools to 

carefully grade their books by 

difficulty level.  It helps effectively 

compare books across different 

reading schemes.  So you can choose 

titles from a range of reading schemes 

at the same level.  The scope of the 

colour bands (to the right) range from 

reading age of 4.5 years (PINK) -12  

years (BLACK). 

Why Book Band?  

When a child is learning to read, it is 

important that they are exposed to a 

variety of texts, formats, genres and 

vocabulary. Teachers have found that 

children exposed to only one reading 

scheme can struggle when they are 

asked to read something different. Book 

banding is designed to help schools 

grade children’s reading books across 

different schemes. So children have 

access to the variety of texts they 

need, whilst still being supported at the 

correct reading level.  

  

How are the books leveled?  

All publishers grade their scheme to their 

specifications but the Book Band system is far 

broader in its leveling. It is based on careful 

research into the kind of words used in each 

book, the length of the sentences, punctuation, 

story structure  style or non- fiction format and 

text size. It also supports a progression of 

reading strategies.  
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