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As we come to the end of the year 2020, we acknowledge that it has not been quite like any other we have ever had. During this challenging time our lives as we know them in school and beyond have changed immeasurably.  We will come through this somehow and we will continue as a school to do everything in our power to ensure the safety of all the children and our school community. Our children and families have shown great resilience and enormous strength during this time. We will continue to work hard to get through this together. In light of the Government announcement on the19th December 2020 and letter from the Director of Education this morning, we would like to confirm the following details.
· Teachers and staff only will return on 6th January 2021 
· On the 6th January, those who have requested a place in the hub childcare and who do not have any other family / childcare options in the first instance will be contacted individually to confirm where their child will be learning from.
· On the 7th January, only children of keyworkers who have been confirmed should return to school. This should be only those who do not have any other available options for childcare.
· We would like to highlight that during the last lockdown grandparents/family members were not permitted to look after children but the advice has changed and this is possible this time round. This means that children will not require to access the hub if other family members can look after them. 
· From the 11th January 2021, home learning and a hub in our school for keyworkers children will be provided.
· Planned return for all children from 18th January 2021, to be confirmed by the Government.
· Families have been re-issued with the booklet for home learning. The booklet will give all the information required for logging on to learning platforms with passwords and usernames.
· Microsoft Teams on GLOW is the main platform for learning and children need to access this in January. Teachers will be doing a daily virtual ‘live’ teaching slot for phonics and spelling. Other learning will be allocated as tasks.
· A timetable for daytime learning and ‘life-skills’ homework will also be provided on Microsoft Teams and also a paper copy has been sent.
· ‘How to guides’ are available from the previous lockdown on the Hillington You Tube Channel
· Please note that P7  school i-pads and digital inclusion allocated i-pads are set by GCC to block You Tube so How to Guides cannot be accessed this way unfortunately
· Please be aware that we currently have reduced clerical staff in school so please understand that we cannot always respond to enquiries immediately but we will do our very best.
Digital 
· We have been allocated a limited amount of IT equipment which has been supplied to those who contacted us previously who are without internet or devices. Families without internet/access will have these and devices for learning in January.
· Following this further i-pad deployment for use by all pupils is expected. We are told these will be in a ratio of around one i-pad per group of around 6 children. No dates have been confirmed as yet. Pupil i-pads will be a handy educational resource to use in the classroom and support children’s needs in school.
Easy Fundraising
Please remember to go through Easy Fundraising when making any purchase online with major retailers such as Amazon, Argos, JD Sports, John Lewis, etc to raise money for the school fund. This will be used directly to benefit the children. We currently have 24 subscribers and would encourage everyone to download the app, it is very easy. 
Parent Council 
If you are on Facebook, please like the page at www.facebook.com/HillingtonPC.  You can contact us direct by emailing hillingtonpc@hotmail.com or via messenger on the Facebook page. It is looking like it will be a challenging year ahead for us all so let’s work together for the good of the school and the children.          Mrs Lisa Mullin      Chairperson      Hillington Parent Council
Christmas Winners and Events
We would like to thank you for all the donations for House Hamper raffle prizes and Bonus Ball. The draw can be seen on our You Tube channel. Bonus Ball was won by a P1 parent.  Term 1 winners are Barshaw House: Term 1 and Term 2 winners are Victoria House- well done everyone!
Christmas events
Despite Covid restrictions, we have been busy with Christmas events for all of our children. The children have enjoyed the following:
· Virtual Pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast’ from FIzzgig theatre
·  Virtual recorded messages from Santa
· Class parties
· A recorded Nativity for each P1 class
Holiday reminder Schools close at 2.30pm on Tuesday 22nd December 2020.  We would like wish you a relaxing and extremely safe Christmas and a happy new year 2021. If you have any queries please contact Miss Gillies (Headteacher) Miss Davidson (Depute Headteacher) P1-5/4 Mr Ramsay (Depute Headteacher) P5a-7   Telephone 0141 -882-2144
Website: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/hillingtonprimary/
 E-mail: Via Groupcall in the first instance or alternatively if you are unable to use this you can send an email to Headteacher@hillington-pri.glasgow.sch.uk
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