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Hillhead High School 

           LEARNING FOR SUSTAINABILITY  

               NEWSLETTER 2 – NOVEMBER 2021 

 

  

COP26  

The 2021 United Nations Climate Change 

Conference, more commonly referred to as 

COP26, was the 26th United Nations Climate 

Change conference, held at the SEC Centre in 

Glasgow from 31st October to 13th November 

2021.  
 

 

 

 More than 30,000 delegates from more than 

180 countries attended COP26 in Glasgow. 

Word leaders including UK Prime Minister 

Boris Johnston, First Minister of Scotland 

Nicola Sturgeon, American President Joe 

Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron 

and the 

Colombian 

President 

Ivan Duque 

to name but 

a few 

attended to 

come 

together and make an agreement on how to 

reduce climate change to help save our planet 

in the future. 

 

Agreements that were made included: 

 A commitment to reduce the use of 

coal 

 A pledge to end deforestation by 2030 

 A scheme to cut 305 of methane 

emissions by 2033 

 Provide more financial support to 

developing countries to enable them to 

become more sustainable 

 

 

What’s Been Happening? 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

Friday 5 
 

We are continuing with our focus on Learning for 

Sustainability and the United Nations Development 

Goals (UNSG) during our Friday 5 classes. This month 

our first focus was on Black History Month linked to 

UNSG 10. During these lessons pupils gained the 

opportunity to look into the aims and origins of Black 

History Month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pupils also made posters of what they were proud of 

and these can be seen displayed on the front windows 

of our school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 5 

 and  

Rights Respecting School 

 
Also during Friday 5 pupils have been 

focusing Anti-Bullying Week which 

was also linked to our school value of 

Kindness. 

 

 

 

 

  

Pupils were 

encouraged to share a kind message 

with their classmates and also sign up 

for the #5DAYS OF KINDNESS 

CHALLENGE. These activities linked 

into the UNSG 4: Quality Education. 

 
During the last two weeks pupils have 

taken part in lessons linked to the Rights 

Respecting Schools Bronze Award. 

Pupils have been analysing the results 

from the pupil survey conducted in 

September and putting forward their 

views on how we can improve 

Children’s Rights in Hillhead High 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Staff Working Group for Rights 

Respecting Schools also met for the first 

time during November and will meet 

again next week. Three members of staff 

will also be involved in further training.  
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Whole School 

Girls@COP26 

 

 

All S3 girls attended Girls@COP26 a 

conference to focus on UNSG 5, Gender 

Equality at Glasgow Caledonian 

University this month.  

This conference was hosted by one of the 

original ‘Glasgow Girls’, a teenager from 

Drumpchapel High School who in 2005 

campaigned for better treatment of asylum 

seekers in Scotland. 

 

The panel included academics from across 

health, education, culture and sport. 

During the conference pupils listen to 

presentations on a variety of issues in 

relation to women and their role in 

learning for sustainability and were given 

the opportunity to discuss their views and 

ask questions of the panel members.  

 

Pupils were 

also given the 

opportunity to 

share their 

views and 

feeling about 

climate 

change on the 

tables provided. This is an excellent 

illustration drawn by one of our pupils at 

the event. 

 

There was also a 

celebrity visitor 

who made a 

special 

appearance at 

the Conference 

and all staff and 

pupils received 

a ‘Girls Make 

Glasgow’ bag. 

 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

 
 

Hillhead High Eco-Committee 
 

Hillhead High Eco-Committee has had a busy 

month this session. Pupils have been involved 

with Birds2BHeard project within the school and 

also with our visitors from the  #Decarbonize 

#Decolonize Global Organisation.  

 

The group has also been promoting pupils to hand 

in empty crisp packets as part of an initiative 

promoted by “The Iron Man”, a former homeless 

person who is turning the crisp packets into 

blankets for homeless people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For next 

week’s 

during Friday 

5 lesson the 

Eco Committee has created PowerPoint 

presentations and activities for all S1 to S5 classes 

on litter and its impact on the environment.  

 

Glasgow Pupil’s Forum 

 

Our S2 representative on the Glasgow Pupils’ 

Forum will be attending a meeting on the 

9
th

 December to discuss COP26 and the Climate 

Charter. 

 

 

 Birds2BHeard 
 

During COP26 we were visited by Lady Lucas 

from Eastbourne and her family. Lady Lucas 

and her husband lead on the Birds2B Heard 

Project and Lord Lucas represented the House 

of Lords at COP26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This project was started in 2020 as part of the 

Making Natural History Festival for the 

Environment, a group of Eastbourne primary 

schools created a flock of paper birds to carry 

their concerns about the environment. One pupil 

sent her concerns in a letter to the Prime 

Minister, who replied, encouraging her and 

fellow students to work together to protect the 

planet. 

 

In response over 3,000 young people from 

Eastbourne, aged 4 to 19, created beautiful 

paper birds and wrote their concerns about the 

future of the planet. They have named their call 

to action Birds2BHeard. Hillhead High became 

involved when Lady Lucas requested to bring 

the 3,000 paper 

birds to Hillhead 

High to be 

displayed in our 

school. In 

preparation for 

this visit pupils across the school created their 

own birds with their message on climate 

change. 

During the visit the Eastbourne birds and the 

Hillhead birds flew together in the library where 

pupils from the Eco-Committee and the 

Girls@COP26 had the opportunity to discuss 

issues such as veganism, recycling and gender 

inequalities.  

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 3 

More Whole School                                       Departmental Work 

  #Decarbonize #Decolonize  
 

Other visitors to the Hillhead High during 

COP26 were the Global Activist group of  

young people from schools across the world.   

 

 
 

Hibah Ishaq 5E wrote this article to share our 

pupils’ experience. 

 

 

We met pupils of the same age from around 

 the world, representing the indigenous, 

unheard voices of young people in different 

continents. The visitors shared their personal 

experiences with climate change and their 

strategies to secure a global carbon net zero 

by 2050. They took part in our team-building 

obstacle course, a group discussion on the 

United Nations Sustainable Goals and 

presented a PowerPoint on #Decarbonize 

#Decolonize goals. These inspiring pupils  

will take our Global Goals discussions, and 

their outstanding Youth Manifesto, as  

feedback to COP26! We were so happy to 

collaborate with them and talk freely about 

 the social/environmental improvements we  

can implement in our school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great work from Hibah who was our journalist 

for the day and has offered to take on a similar 

role in the future. 

COP26 Youth Panel 
 

On November 7th one of our pupils    

Lucas de la Orden visited the University  

of Strathclyde to take part in the COP26 Youth 

Panel about the Inuit people of Canada. Inuit 

people are indigenous people of northern 

Canada and parts of Greenland and Alaska. 

The people have managed to maintain their 

lifestyles and culture through technological 

advances as well as still living in igloos and 

hunting for food. Lucas spoke to the audience 

and his fellow panel members about what 

pupils in our school are doing towards solving 

the climate crisis. Lucas learned that the Inuit 

people of Canada are being negatively affected 

by climate change. This is because as water 

levels rise and fish migration patterns change 

the Inuit people are struggling to hunt in order 

to survive.   

 
Thank you and well done Lucas for 

representing Hillhead High at the COP26 

Youth Panel and writing this article for the 

newsletter. 

 

PACE 
 

We were delighted to have Annabel Wright 

from our Parent Council come in to school for 

the Birds2BHeard event. Annabel also 

represents the Parent Council sub-group PACE  

(Parents and Carers Action Climate 

Emergency) and came along to share the work 

the group is doing to support sustainability and 

prevent climate change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annabel also brought wonderful illustrations 

she had created for a children’s story about 

Glasgow and climate change through the eyes 

of a robin travelling through time. 

Science 
 

16 S3 Science students attended the Science and 
Technologies Climate Conference at the Hilton 
Hotel with Miss Zahid-Jamil. During their visit pupils 
met with representatives from a variety of 
technology companies and participated in a wide 
range of activities related to sustainability and 
climate change.  

 
 
The S3 group had a chance to see what Glasgow 

would look like if sea levels continue to rise, using 

VR glasses. They talked to multiple companies 

about how they are using innovative ways to 

recycle. Pupils were given seeds of flowers to plant 

at home and reusable bags from a company that had 

developed technology to show where exactly a tree 

has been removed! The pupils met a company that 

uses the same technology as our phones but is the 

most accurate weather prediction app, in real time 

showing the impact on climate change.  

 
Also in Science S2 pupils 

have been researching the 

impacts of climate change and 

making suggestions for what 

we can do as individuals, and 

as a school community to 

combat these.  

Pupils' ideas have been shared 

with their class through 

presentations.   
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Imperfect! 

By Niky 
Today I saw the Earth. 

I noticed the way everyone mistreated the Earth 

And exploited its imperfections. 

But to be honest… 

I don’t blame them! 

 

The animal life too big for this Earth, 

So we hunted them! 

All its forests sat in the wrong places, 

So we destroyed them! 

Its face carved with sea life, 

So we fed them plastic! 

 

While the Earth died from exhaustion, 

Its cities grew too large 

And its wildlife too small. 

Today I saw the Earth, 

Its imperfections were what made it perfect! 
 

English 

 
Last month, several S1 pupils took part in the Lord Provost’s Poetry Prize which was held in conjunction with COP 26. The theme of the 

competition was Our World, Our Future. 
The standard was very high, and we are very proud of all those pupils who took part in the competition.  We are especially proud of 

Niky Nejad in 1A who was selected by the judging panel to receive a prize at a civic ceremony at the City Chambers. 
Here is Niky’s winning poem: 
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        Also in English 

 
A few weeks ago, ten S2 pupils took part in 

The White-Water Writing Project in which 

they spent a week creating, writing and editing 

their own novel on the theme of climate 

change.  This novel was handed out to 

delegates at the COP 26 conference. There 

will also be a book signing for the pupils at 

some point in the future.  

The novel, entitled “The Meltdown” is now 

available for purchase on Amazon. 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

       

 

 

 Modern Languages 
 

In French S3 pupils have been looking at the 

importance of the fashion industry in 

Scotland, and the problems for the 

environment caused by fast fashion. 

S1 have been looking at why some species 

are endangered and what can be done to 

protect them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanities  

 

RMPS 
 

In RMPS pupils have been taking part in a 

competition from Scottish Interfaith where 

they have been challenged to research 

and adapt a religious festival of their 

choice to be more eco-friendly. 

 

 

 

 

  

More Departmental Work 

 

 

More from Humanities 

 
Mr Dunn organized a wonderful visitor to 

the School during COP26. He wrote this 

article to share the event. 

 

Hillhead High School was honoured to have 

a visit from one of Uganda's top Wildlife 

vets Dr. Andrew Seguya. Andrew oversees 

wildlife preservation covering three 

countries including Rwanda, Uganda, and 

DRC. Andrew has a special interest in the 

preservation of the last remaining mountain 

gorillas in the world which are based in this 

area. Andrew was representing Uganda at 

COP26 in Glasgow. 

 

 
 

 He was part of an African delegation with 

special interest in the maintenance of 

biodiversity and the control of climate 

change. The children of 2C and 1A were 

very lucky to have Andrew come into their 

classes and speak with them. There was 

healthy discussion about his work treating 

wild animals, especially African elephants, 

and his very important job of stopping the 

poaching of the last thousand mountain 

gorillas in the world. During the question 

and answer session we found out that 

giraffes are Andrew's favourite animal and 

that treating lions was his biggest challenge!  

 

S1 Modern Studies 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils in S1 Modern Studies have been 

covering the topic of Developed and 

Developing Countries. As part of their final 

assessment pupils had to work in groups and 

focus on one of the United Nations 

Sustainable Goals and investigate how this 

goal can help reduce problems in countries 

they had studied. The pupils then had to 

present their findings to the rest of the class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama 

 
Ms Williams also arrange a special visiting 

speaker for Drama Students. Here is her 

article she wrote for the newsletter. 

 

The Drama department had a visit from 

Rezwan Shahriar Sumit, a Bangladeshi 

director and film maker who came from 

Bangladesh to Cop26. His film “The Salt in 

Our Waters” was screening at the IMAX on 

Nov 8th and was a sold out event as part of 

COP26. His short documentary “Tide is 

Rising” was screened in the Blue Zone and 

he shared this with pupils and did a talk for 

S4 and S6 Drama pupils about his work. 

 

 
 

 Shaeira Kabir Akter in S6 speaks 

Bangladeshi as her parents are from 

Bangladesh and she kindly came along to 

converse with Sumit which he appreciated. I 

was very impressed with the level of 

engagement from pupils with their 

intelligent and perceptive questions.  

 

 

 

Looking Ahead 

 
Although COP26 has come to an end in 

Glasgow, Learning for Sustainability will 

continue to be an important focus in learning 

and teaching at Hillhead High. As 

highlighted in the previous issue Glasgow’s 

policy states that:  
“All Children and young people in Scotland 

have an entitlement to Learning for 

Sustainability and it is the responsibility of 

all practitioners to ensure this happens. This 

is a whole school approach” As you can 

hopefully see from all the wonderful 

activities and events that have taken place 

this month at Hillhead High that as a school 

we are committed to ensuring this 

entitlement is provided for our young 

people. We will also continue to share the 

view of one of the COP26 delegates, 

Vanessa Nakate, a Ugandan activist who 

stated “Your actions matter. No action or 

voice is too small to make a difference”. 
 

 


