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Blended Learning Return to School from Mon 15th March until Thursday 1st April 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
 
I hope you and your families are well. As you will be aware from the First Minister’s 
announcement last week there is an expectation that secondary schools would welcome back 
larger number of pupils from Mon 15th March until the end of term with the hope to be able to 
have all pupils back in school full time after the Spring Break. I shared a letter from Maureen 
McKenna last week that outlined the work being done by schools to prepare for this and you 
can find it here: 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/public/hillheadhigh/uploads/sites/7656/2021/03/051133
40/MMcK-Parent-Secondary-4-Marchdoc.pdf 
 
Here is a summary of the key points to be considered in our plans for the 14 school days 
between 15th March and 1st April:  
 

▪ From 15th March, all senior phase (S4 – S6) pupils will have the opportunity to be in 
school part time for learning in their subjects; 

▪  Priority for school timetabling is given to the senior phase pupils completing SQA 
courses this year -  in our school this is mainly S5&S6 pupils; 

▪ All BGE pupils (S1 – S3) will have a programme that includes a block of time in school 
once a week, focusing on wellbeing and reconnection with learning; 

▪ The remote learning programme will continue, albeit not in the same was as it does at 
the moment due to the change in timetabling for this period of time; 

▪ The need to observe the current requirement for 2-metre physical distancing in 
secondary schools in both public areas of the school and in classrooms. We also need to 
restrict movement around the school. 

 
To achieve all of the above we will not be able to use the timetable that has been in place since 
August. For example, senior phase classes may be required to be split into two, or in some 
cases three, groups to allow them to be socially distanced within the classroom. Mr Brown has 
created a new timetable for all pupils that as far as possible ensures senior phase pupils have 
their own class teacher for their face-to-face lessons and in the very small number of instances 
where this is not possible, they will have another teacher from the same subject and we will 
rotate groups.  The school day will look different to how it looked when pupils were last in the 
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school building and below you will find information in relation to the BGE (S1-S3 pupil) and 
Senior Phase (S4-S6 pupils). 
 
 
BGE classes (S1-S3) 
 
If your child is in S1 to S3 they should attend school at the following times only each week: 
 

Registration class Day Time 

1A, 1B & 1C Monday - AM 9.15am – 11.00am 

1D, 1E &1F Monday - PM 12.00pm-1.45pm 

2A, 2B &2C Tuesday - AM 9.15am – 11.00am 

2D, 2E & 2F Tuesday- PM 12.00pm-1.45pm 

3A, 3B & 3C Wednesday - PM 12.00pm-1.45pm 

3D, 3E & 3F Thursday - PM 12.00pm-1.45pm 

 
Pupils should arrive via the school gate at Oakfield Avenue as close to these times as possible 
and go to the garden area where teachers will meet them and direct them to their classroom 
for the session. Pupils should make sure they have a waterproof jacket or umbrella with them 
given the current changeable weather. Due to the current 2-metre social distancing rule each 
registration class has been divided into groups of ten for their time in the classroom. Pupils do 
not need to wear school unform but as before are advised to wear layers as windows and doors 
will be open. Pupils in S1-S3 are now expected to wear a face covering (unless exempt) in class 
as well as in social areas and so should remember to bring one with them. For the first week 
they will be in classrooms and should bring their iPad with them. We are hoping to be able to 
incorporate outdoor learning for their second or third session and will share more on this next 
week but this may well depend on the weather. Lessons will focus on reconnection with school 
and with peers. At the end of the session pupils should make their way home. Mr Brown will 
email all pupils with more information before the end of this week and pupils should attend 
their virtual assemblies on Friday afternoon to make sure they are clear on expectations. It 
would be helpful if parents and carers could remind pupils of the need to follow government 
guidelines regarding physical distancing and face coverings when travelling to and from school, 
and when using local shops and businesses.  
 
 
S4-S6 classes 
 
Timetabling for the senior phase has been very complex due to the need to reduce the 
numbers of pupils in each room (meaning not all members of a class can come in at the same 
time), the fact that pupils all have different subject combinations and also trying to ensure 
pupils still see their own class teacher. Pupils will receive two hours of face-to-face teaching in 
school for each subject and Mr Brown will email each of them their individual timetable.  
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Morning session: 9.30am-11.30am 
 
Afternoon session: 12.00pm-2.00pm 
 
S4 pupils will be in school each day either in the morning or in the afternoon except on a 
Thursday when they will be in for both the morning and the afternoon session.  
 
S5 pupils will be in school each day either in the morning or in the afternoon except on a 
Wednesday when they will be in for both the morning and the afternoon session.  
 
S6 pupils will be in school each day either in the morning or in the afternoon each day Mon-
Thurs and not in school on a Friday. N.B. This may be slightly different for pupils not currently 
doing 4 SQA subjects or those completing college courses.  
 
All pupils should enter school via Southpark Avenue and arrive just before the allocated time. 
Pupils do not need to wear their school unform at the moment given the increased ventilation 
in the school but should wear a waterproof jacket. There is no change to the guidance for 
senior pupils in relation to face coverings i.e. unless exempt they should wear them at all times 
in the school building. All pupils should bring their iPad with them to school. It would be helpful 
if parents and carers could remind pupils of the need to follow government guidelines 
regarding physical distancing and face coverings when travelling to and from school, and when 
using local shops and businesses. All pupils should attend the virtual assemblies on Friday 
afternoon to make sure they are clear on arrangements. 
 
Key worker children 
 
Children of essential workers will continue to attend for the normal school day and will be 
based in the library as a separate “bubble” from 15th March until the end of term.  Mrs 
Campbell will contact all families of key workers this week to go over arrangements.  
 
Changes to remote learning provision 
 
All of the above means that there will need to be changes to the current provision for remote 
learning. The need to have far smaller numbers in each class means most teachers will be 
delivering lessons in school and so will not be able to deliver live lessons as they have been 
doing from January until now as they may not be available.  Having to reduce the numbers of 
pupils arriving at any one time means that, in effect there will be 3 timetables running for 14 
days with different timings attached to them: 
 

• One for BGE pupils 

• One for Senior Phase pupils 
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• Supervision for key worker children 
 
 
Curricular leaders are working with teachers to ensure there are suitable resources available 
for all pupils and there is also likely to be more project work for S1&S2 classes.  More 
information will be communicated via Teams pages and in the next bulletin. 
 
Finally, while we are really looking forward to welcoming back pupils from Monday 15th March 
we know that this transition back to school and this further temporary change to the timetable 
lead to anxiety for some young people. Please do get in touch with your child’s Pastoral Care 
Teacher if you have any concerns. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs K. McAlaney 
 
 

Contact Information 
 
Our school office will be open from 9.00am-3.00pm each day to answer phone calls. 
Below are contact email addresses for members of the leadership team in the school. 
 
Pastoral Care 
Miss Hewitt – gw09hewittjenny@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Ms Robinson – gw16robinsonlynsey1@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Mr Greechan – gw07greechanjohn@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Mr Griffin – gw10griffinbrian@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Miss Campbell  – gw19campbellkirstin@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 

Senior Leadership Team: 

S1 & S2 pupils:  Mrs Campbell - gw10campbellharriet@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
S3 Pupils –Miss Black  gw15blackleanne@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
S4 Pupils – Ms Higgins gw10higginsnicola@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
S5 and S6 pupils – Mr Neil gw10neilsteven@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Head Teacher: gw10mcalaneykaren@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
Parent Council:  hillheadhighparentcouncil@gmail.com 
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