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                                                                                                                              22nd June 2020  
  
Dear Parent / Carer, 
  
As shared in last week’s Parental Newsletter, I am writing to you to outline our plans for 
August 2020 based on current advice. I would like to thank all of you for your support over 
the past few months. This has been a very different school term to what anyone would have 
expected at the start of the school year and I am very grateful to everyone in our school 
community for the huge amount of work done since March to support our pupils, families 
and each other. Our plans have been developed in line with Scottish Government and 
Glasgow City Council advice and guidelines in relation to curriculum planning, health and 
safety and wellbeing. The majority of our classrooms can safely accommodate 10 -12 pupils 
and one teacher and we have also repurposed certain areas in the school, such as our 
school library, to maximise teaching space and time in school. More information will follow 
over the coming weeks, but it is important to share with you before the end of term how 
the school day is likely to be structured when we return. 
 
Our recovery model can be summarised as follows in terms of provision: 
 

 S1, S2 and S3 pupils will be in school for 4 half days a week. 

 S4 and S5 pupils will be in school for 4 half days and one full day a week. 

 S6 pupils will be in school for 4 half days a week. 
 
 
Below you will find specific information for each year group in terms of how things will work 
and then after this some general information for all year groups. 

 
S1 pupils 
 
We know that our new S1 pupils may well be anxious about starting Hillhead High School, 
especially in current circumstances. There are a range of resources available on our website 
to support with this transition. As normal, Mrs Campbell (DHT for S1 and S2) has made up 
register class lists to try to ensure that all pupils are in class with at least one friend from 
primary school.  In normal circumstances, S1 are in their register classes of 30 pupils for 
most subjects and classes of 20 pupils for practical subjects like science or art.  In the 
recovery phase, pupils will be attending classes in groups of 10 (so half a practical class size) 
and Mrs Campbell has made up groups using the groups she has already created for the 
normal timetable. Information will be sent to all parents over the next week so you know 
which group your child will be in. 
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All S1 pupils will attend on Monday and Tuesday afternoons from 12.30pm-3.30pm and on 
Wednesday morning from 8.50am -11.50am. Thereafter, approximately half of S1 will then 
attend on Thursday mornings with the other half attending on Friday afternoons – who is in 
which half will depend on practical classes. During the course of the week S1 pupils will 
experience learning and teaching in each of the eight curricular areas as each of the 3 hour 
sessions will be divided into two lessons covering two different curricular areas.  
 
S2 pupils 
 
All S2 pupils will attend on Monday and Tuesday mornings from 8.50am-11.50am and 
Thursday and Friday afternoons from 12.30pm-3.30pm. No S2 pupils will attend on 
Wednesdays. S2 pupils will attend classes in groups of ten. These groups will be based on 
their existing practical sets (e.g. a pupil in 2A may be in practical set 2AB1) as pupils will be 
familiar with these groups. As practical sets have a maximum of 20 pupils, Mrs Campbell has 
been working on dividing each set into two for the recovery phase so we can create a 
recovery timetable for each pupil. During the course of the week S2 pupils will experience 
each of the eight curricular areas – each time they attend they will have two lessons during 
the 3 hour session. 
 
S3 pupils 
 
All S3 pupils will attend school on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 
12.30pm-3.30pm and on Friday mornings from 8.50am-11.50am. They will not attend on 
Thursdays. S3 pupils will attend classes in groups of ten. N.B. While pupils made some 
personalisation and choice options decisions for S3 before school closed, it will not be 
possible to begin these in the recovery phase. Instead, pupils will continue to learn within 
the 8 BGE curricular areas. We know this will be disappointing for pupils but please be 
assured that all original pupil choices have been built into our normal timetable for 2020-21 
which we will revert to as soon as the recovery phase is over. Departments and Faculties 
across the school are also working very hard to develop resources to support learning. 
 
S4 Pupils  
 
S4 pupils will attend school every day. On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday they 
will attend for either morning or the afternoon depending on subject choices in each 
column. On a Thursday they will attend both morning and afternoon with English in the 
morning and Mathematics in the afternoon (or vice versa depending on their class). This 
means that for each of their chosen six subjects they will have 2 ½ hours of teaching and 
learning in school. When we are able to return to the normal timetable for 2020-21 this will 
return to the usual 4 hours per week of English and Maths and 3 hours per week of the 
other 4 subject choices. For the recovery timetable we will not be able to have Wider 
Achievement classes and so we have postponed pupils making choices for these for the 
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moment. 
 

S5 Pupils 
 

S5 pupils will attend school every day. On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday they will 
attend for either morning or the afternoon depending on subject choices in each of the 6 
subject columns. On a Wednesday they will attend both morning and afternoon with 
English in the morning and Mathematics in the afternoon (or vice versa depending on their 
class). This means that for each of their chosen six subjects they will have 2 ½ hours of 
teaching and learning in school. 
 

S6 Pupils 
 
S6 pupils will attend for 4 half days a week Monday-Thursday. This will either be in the 
morning or afternoon depending on their subject choice in each of the 4 subject columns. 
For each session they will have 2 ½ hours of teaching and learning. N.B. Many of our S6 
pupils attend college or the Advanced Higher Hub for one course or subject and we are still 
waiting for confirmation for how this will work in the recovery phase. Mr Neil will continue 
to update pupils and as always there will be an opportunity to make changes to options 
choices after pupils receive their exam results in August. 
 
Lunch arrangements 
 
The cafeteria will provide a “grab and go” lunch for pupils who are entitled to a free school 
meal. For those attending a morning session, this can be picked up at the end of the session 
to take with them. For those attending in the afternoon, the free school meal can be picked 
up on their way to class. Pupils in S4 and S5 who are not entitled to a free school meal are 
encouraged to bring a packed lunch on the day they are in school for a morning and 
afternoon session. Pupils should bring a filled water bottle and a snack with them as there 
will be no access to water coolers or vending machines in the recovery phase. 
 
 
School Uniform 
 
All pupils are expected to wear uniform. Our uniform has been designed to be as flexible 
and inexpensive as possible. It consists of: 
White shirt  
Black trousers/skirt  
Black Shoes or completely black trainers  
School tie  
 
You can find out more information here: 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/hillheadhigh/school-information/school-uniform/ 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/hillheadhigh/school-information/school-uniform/
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We can also provide further support for families in hardship – please just get In touch with 
your child’s Pastoral Care Teacher or Miss Higgins (email addresses at end of bulletin). N.B. If 
any pupil is attending for a Physical Education teaching block we ask them to come to school 
in their PE kit to avoid the use of changing rooms. We have a school PE top but T shirts and 
shorts are also acceptable.  
 
First week of school in August 
 
Monday 10th August and Tuesday 11th August will be In-service days and so pupils will return 
on Wed 12th August (if timetabled to be in that day - see above). We understand that this 
will be very different to normal for all pupils and so for the first session each pupil attends 
we will spend time welcoming pupils back, issuing resources, explaining health and safety 
plans, going over expectations in terms of social distancing, timekeeping etc. We are also 
developing resources to support with wellbeing and reconnection.   
 
Work over the summer 
 
We appreciate that this has been a very challenging few months for all of our school 
community and that there may well be further changes ahead that cannot be planned for at 
the moment. However, it is important that all families and staff get a break this summer 
after the enormous amount of work done this term. Therefore, our plan in terms of contact 
is as follows: 
 

 We plan to send out more info via letters or emails to pupils and parents in relation 
to timetables over the next two weeks.   

 We will send out a newsletter mid-July with any updates. 

 We will send out a second newsletter at the beginning of August to parents and 
pupils with more specific detail in relation to social distancing expectations, health 
and safety plans, plans for iPad deployment to pupils etc. 

 I will also be in contact with Catriona Futter, chair of our Parent Council at the 
beginning, middle and towards the end of the holidays to discuss any issues arising. 

 We will continue to update our website to support pupils and families 
 
 
Last Day of Term  
 
Wednesday 24th June will be our last day of term and normally we would have our annual 
Prizegiving Ceremony. Due to current circumstances this has had to be postponed (new date 
to be confirmed) but in its place we will be sharing some things on our school website and 
via twitter, including: 

 Messages from our School Captains  

 Celebration of Values PowerPoint 



Hillhead High School 
Oakfield Avenue 
Glasgow G12 8LJ 
Phone 0141 582 0100 
 
Head Teacher 
K McAlaney 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 Farewell messages to staff who are leaving 
 

I would like to end this letter as I began by thanking you all for your kindness, patience, 
support and partnership over this session and particularly in recent months. Our Parent 
Council have been incredibly proactive in these exceptional times and I would like to thank 
all of them for all of the time they have given up attending online meetings and webinars 
and reading documentation around recovery.  
 
I wish you and your families health and happiness over the summer break and I look 
forward to seeing our wonderful pupils in August,  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Karen McAlaney 
 

 
Communications and Contact Information 

Official information will be provided and shared through our school website and twitter 

feed.  

School Twitter account: @HillheadHS 

School website: https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/hillheadhigh/ 

Support with Glow Logins and re-setting passwords / Microsoft Teams 

Miss Cuthbertson: gw10cuthbertsonelain@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Mr Tait: gw16taitdavid1@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Pupil Support Team – Pastoral Care Teachers 

Miss Hewitt – gw09hewittjenny@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Miss Robinson – gw16robinsonlynsey1@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Mr Greechan – gw07greechanjohn@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Mr Griffin – gw10griffinbrian@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/gc/hillheadhigh/
mailto:gw10cuthbertsonelain@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
mailto:gw16taitdavid1@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
mailto:gw09hewittjenny@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
mailto:gw16robinsonlynsey1@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
mailto:gw07greechanjohn@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
mailto:gw10griffinbrian@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk
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Miss Campbell  – gw19campbellkirstin@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Pupil Support Team – Support for Learning, EAL and Nurture 

Miss McGuire - gw17mcguiresiobhan@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

UCAS and College queries 

Mr Richardson -  gw12richardsonjack@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Miss Campbell -  gw19campbellkirstin@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 

Senior Leadership Team 

New S1 and S2 pupils: Mrs Campbell gw10campbellharriet@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 
New S3 Pupils: Miss Black gw15blackleanne@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 
New S4 Pupils: Mr Brown gw17brownstuart@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 
New S5 and S6 pupils: Mr Neil gw10neilsteven@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 
Pupil Support: Miss Higgins gw10higginsnicola@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
 
 

Head Teacher: Mrs McAlaney -  gw10mcalaneykaren@glow.ea.glasgow.sch.uk 
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