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Background

Organisation set up in England: https://partitioneducationgroup.wordpress.com/
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Global Citizenship Teaching Framework
We aim to develop a teaching pack similar to the Mandela resource created by WOSDEC

https://wosdec.org.uk/our-resources/when-mandela-danced-in-the-square/



Aims of 
Meeting 

One

• Why do we need this resource?

• Who is this resource for?

• What are the key messages this 
resource should focus on?

• Relevance to 21st Century Scotland

• How? Linking to CfE and SDGs
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Why do we 
need this 

resource?

• 7% of the UK population identifies as 
British Asian

• 5% identify as being from South 
Asian countries (2011)

• The British Empire ruled over the 
sub-continent for nearly 200 years.

• Rule ended in 1947…only 74 years 
ago

• Partition resulted in around 2 million 
deaths

@PartitionEdScot      @GCEducationScot



Who is the 
resource 

for?

• Pupils and families
• Build knowledge of history and 

importance of the role of the British 
Empire

• Build skills in critical thinking
• Develop an understanding and 

appreciation of contributions from 
South Asian communities to Scotland

• Understand the impact of socio-
economic and racial discrimination and 
barriers faced by South Asian 
communities in Scotland

• Incorporate an understanding of 
human rights

• Teachers – build knowledge and 
confidence through cpd
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Key Messages

• British Empire and colonialism

• Role of British Raj

• Identity prior to colonialism 

• Inequality

• Protests and activism

• WWI and WWII

• Immigration

• Contributions
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Relevance to 21st

Century Scotland

• Immigration

• Workforce

• Systemic racism

• Communities

• The future?
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Linking to CfE and SDGs

• Literacy – research, speeches, news report writing, debates

• Maths – populations, numbers displaced/dead, migration, economies

• Social Studies – historical context, inequality, human rights, protest movements, 
politics

• HWB – trauma, respect and tolerance

• SDGs –
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Breaking it down
• Where and when?

• Who’s who?

• Life in British India: Class systems 
and privilege

• Independence Movement

• Aftermath

• Immigration

• Modern India, Pakistan, Bangladesh 
& Sri Lanka

• Contributions and success stories
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Building the 
resource

• Research and analysis of 
materials

• Building a bank of lived 
experiences

• Pupil Voice and 
contribution of their 
heritage

• IDL planners for teacher 
support

• Pilot projects/teacher and 
or pupil focus groups
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Feedback?

• Agreement that there is a significant lack of knowledge in Scottish 
system about history of Empire and partition

• Resource will be valuable to increase representation for pupils and
families from South Asia but also for the wider population

• Development of resource should include voices of young people and 
factors shaping their identity as South Asian Scots.

• Development of resource should also include the real-life experiences 
of parents and grand parents who can share their memories and 
stories of living through the partition.
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Next Steps

• Share this introduction with wider profession to raise awareness and 
grow membership of the working group

• It was agreed to develop a survey of parents and families about what 
they would like to see included in this new resource.

• This will help inform the next steps of development.

• Development will also include a focus-group with young people 
(primary and secondary) to gauge their experience of representation 
of South Asian history and culture in Scottish education, and to gain 
an understanding of their sense of identity.
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