


The Yardbird Suite is a standard written by Charlie Parker - one of the most important innovators in modern music.
A collection of his music is considered to be essential playing material for all jazz instrumentalists.
A version of the "Charlie Parker omnibook" is available for most instruments

Tenor Scales For Yardbird Suite Improvisation
John Milne



The part of the Yardbird Suite we are going to use as an Improvisation section in the Michael Sweeney Big Band arrangement 
starts at bar 85
The chord sequence is shown below ...

Em7 B7 Em7 A7
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
Dm7 A7 D7 Dm7 G+7
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We'll use the B melodic minor over the first two chords.......



There are always several approaches to creating an improvisation in a solo section.
Often, improvisors will group some chords together and
play the same scale over two or more chords. 

Em7

   
B7

          

The B Dorian will sound ok over the next two chords....
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
Em7

   
A7

          

1


Dm7

The D Melodic Minor (Ascending) will work over the next two chords
This is just a major scale with a flattened third

   
A7

          
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
D7

For the D7 chord, use the bebop scale 
(just a major scale with an added flat 7th)

   

For the Dm7 and G+7 chords, use arpeggios 
(the "+" means a raised 5th - augmented)

Dm7

   
G+7

       

1


Here's an example solo using the notes recommended above.

Em7
    

B7
     

Em7

      
A7


Dm7           
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
A7   

D7       
Dm7

   
G+7

    (C)      
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