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Aims
The aims of our English Language Policy are considered in line with the experiences and outcomes contained within the Literacy and English framework of A Curriculum for Excellence.  They are:
· To enable each child to communicate, collaborate and build relationships.
· To develop children’s skills and knowledge through engaging with and creating a wide number of texts in different media.
· To develop in all children a range of positive attitudes to their own and each other’s language development, including concern for, tolerance, enjoyment, co-operation and sharing.
· To extend and enrich children’s vocabulary through listening, talking, watching and reading.

The four modes of language, listening, talking, reading and writing will be developed  to bring pupils to a broadly equal competence in English and Gaelic by the end of P7.

Balance of Languages

P1-2		Pupils will not be taught in English.

P3	Reading and writing in English will be introduced.  This will generally be once the children have attained Level A in Gaelic National Assessments but may be beforehand, depending on a child’s individual educational needs.

P4-5	English language skills continue to be developed but Gaelic is still the main teaching medium.

P6-7	More time is allocated to the development of English Language skills though Gaelic still remains the main language of the classroom.  Once the children have attained Level D in Gaelic Language National Assessments (reading and writing) they will sit a National Assessment in English.  Every pupil will sit a National Assessment in English before the end of Primary 7.



The following table breaks down the time allocation for English in Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.  

	Class

	Percentage of English per week
	Percentage of Gaelic per week
	Other language

	3
	10%
	90%
	

	4
	20%
	80%
	

	5
	30%
	70%
	

	6
	40%
	50%
	10%

	7
	40%
	50%
	10%



English reading, phonics, rhyme and spelling will be introduced in Primary 3.
  
P3  Pre-English Reading Assessment

The teacher should use her/his professional judgement regarding the assessment procedure as not all children need to begin at the same part of the assessment.  
As a rough guide, regarding more able children, if they are reading Stage 5 or beyond in the Gaelic Storyworld books, the teacher could jump to the English Jumpstart Assessment at Stage 1.  If, however, the children have not reached Stage 5 in Gaelic, the teacher should begin with the Pre-Jumpstart Assessment Test A, B and C, following the guidelines in the Jumpstart Teacher’s Manual. (see appendix for Jumpstart assessment)

The Jumpstart assessment will help determine how fluent a child is reading in English in the course of Primary 3 and what Level the child will begin his/her formal English reading book.


P3 Spelling Assessment

All children in Primary 3 should also complete a Spelling Test using the Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu English Spelling Assessment.  This will give the teacher a clear indication of each individuals spelling ability and also allow initial spelling groupings to be formed.


P4 Phonic Assessment

The Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu Phonic Assessment  should be used with Primary 4 pupils as it will highlight any difficulties and assess pupils’ phonics knowledge.  The results of the phonic assessment will give the teacher a clear indication of each child’s phonological ability.  

N.B. For children experiencing difficulties with English phonics at this stage, Code Cracker should be introduced and extra phonic input should be targeted, following the GSP/PSP guidelines within the school. 


Multi-Sensory Techniques

A multi-sensory approach should be used when teaching phonics and spelling.  A variety of different resources should be used to accommodate children’s different learning styles (e.g. cubes, magnetic letters, flip books, games, etc)


English Spelling

All children should be taught spelling using the ‘Look, Read, Trace, Say, Cover, Write and Check’ methodology described below:

The teacher writes the write to be spelt.
Look:		        	The pupil looks closely at the word, it’s shape, how long it is etc
Read:		       	The pupil reads the word carefully 
Trace and Say:	       	The pupil traces and says each letter contained within the word
Cover and Write:    	The pupil covers the word and attempts to spell it
Check:                    	The pupil checks his/her spelling.
If the word is spelt incorrectly the pupil should go back to trace              and say, then progress to cover and write and finally check
		      	If the word is spelt correctly the pupil should continue to practise 
		      	for a minimum of 3 attempts per word.
Weekly Spelling Programme

Spelling words should be taught on day one by the class teacher.  This will be very much an oral session to establish word meaning, be able to put the spelling word into a meaningful context, see spelling patterns, break words down etc.
The pupils will then reinforce the spelling words over the next 3 days using a variety of different resources (whiteboards, cubes, tracing words on a partners back or on a desk, clapping rhythms, games such as hangman, etc) 
On the final day of the week the teacher can check to see how successful the children have learned their spelling words – this can be done through a dictation, simple sentences or a word test.

Common words in English should also be introduced as early as possible in P3 and most children should be able to read and spell the common words following the suggested timescale below:

	Class
	1st 100 common words
	2nd 100 common words
	3rd 100 common words

	3
	1st 50
	
	

	4
	1st 100
	2nd 50  
	

	5
	1st 100
	2nd 100
	3rd 100

	6
	"
	"
	"

	7
	"
	"
	"




Assessment and Recording

· The areas to be assessed will be identified in the teacher’s forward plans.
· There will be a balance of formative and summative assessments. 
· Observation and discussion of pupils’ work and constructive, positive feedback will be included within the assessment criteria.
· Written work will be assessed following specific, known criteria.
· National Assessments in English will be used when the children have passed Level D in Gaelic Language (reading and writing) and when the class teacher is confident that the child have covered the work of the level and are competent in that work.

Table of English language/diagnostic Tests to be used in Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

	Class
	Test/Assessment
	When?

	3
	Pre-Jumpstart Assessment Test A,B,C or
English Jumpstart Assessment
Spelling test (CC)
Reading & Spelling – 1st 50 Common Words
	Before English is introduced



End of Primary 3

	4
	Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu Phonic Assessment
Reading & Spelling – 1st 100 /2nd 50 Common Words
	Beg of P4 to identify difficulties with English phonics

	5
	Reading & Spelling – 2nd 100/3rd 100 Common Words
QUEST?/ Ph AB?
	

	6
	 Reading Age? assessment
	

	7
	 Reading and spelling age assessment
	End of P7




Resources
English reading

First Stage		Beg readers in English	Jumpstart Stages 1,2 or3
			More fluent readers		Lit World Stage 9 or 10
							Skyracers Stage 3

Second Stage		more fluent readers		Lit World Stage 11
							Sky racers Year 4,5,6
							 English novels
							New Horizons Reading
							Q-Net folder 

English Writing

First Stage		Early writers			Jumpstart workbooks
Phonics				Easylearn
				Scholastic Folders								Classworks Literacy

Second Stage						Classworks Literacy Yr 2,3&4
							New Horizons
							Novel Ideas (Double Act etc)
							Igniting Writing
							Write Now!
							Investigating Genre
							Class topics (CfE)
							Personal projects



Punctuation and Grammar				Jolly Grammar Big Book 1 & 2
							English Alive
							Reasons for Writing

Spelling						Code Cracker progression 

Handwriting						Nelson Handwriting 1-4


SGG English Spelling Guide

	Word pattern/rule
	Assessment words

	cv, vc
	at, in, up, do, he

	cvc
	ham, zip, led, cot, tug

	ccvc/cvcc
	stop, spin, card, felt, burn

	double final consonants
	ball, well, miss, egg, cuff

	Consonant digraphs and  blends
	feet, soon, shop, chin, thick, whip
witch, dolphin, elephant

	Word endings
plurals
	silly, lifted, rang, try, nettle, 
fox/foxes, bush/bushes

	Double consonants
	Kitten, puddle, supper

	Magic ‘e’
	same, line, note, tube, pie, due

	Vowel digraphs + or, ow, oy, ey
	leaf, sail, loud, soak, soil
doctor, annoy, monkey

	Soft ‘c’ and ‘g’ and tricky sounds
	fence, orange, stalk, sight, hedge

	Silent letters
	lamb, kneel, half, ghost, wreck

	Compound words
	snowball, toothbrush, 

	multisyllable
	picnic, hospital, interesting,

	Prefixes and suffixes
	begin, contain, extinct, useful, hopeless

	endings
	fraction, mixture, precious, terrible, capable

	Irregular sounds
	grief, receive, chemist, syrup, cough



c = consonant          v = vo
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