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Families Connect, St Marnock’s Primary School, Session 2024-25

Why Families Connect? 
· To increase family learning opportunities: there were already opportunities for parents/carers to become involved in the life of the school, including infant Lego family learning sessions for P1 & P2. There was a need for more family learning opportunities within our setting especially within the infants.

· We had made contact with our family learning officer and knew that Families Connect is an evidence-based family learning programme with proven impact in Glasgow City Council schools and beyond, and
· Families Connect aligned with our own priorities: this includes improving learning and development outcomes for children, improving parental engagement in their child’s learning, improving partnerships with parents/carers, as well as improving two-way communication with parents/carers about their child’s learning.
How did we deliver Families Connect?
· Two members of staff participated in the 2-day Families Connect training – Natalie Kinnaird our Nurture Teacher and Angela Mains our Support for Learning Worker
· The Launch, January 2025: we launched our upcoming Families Connect with (We advertised sessions on our school app, Piota. Natalie made specific phones calls to invite parents based on conversations had with management and class teachers about infant children and children who attended Nurture sessions.
· Thursday Afternoons: we identified that this suited most parents/carers, and this did lead to the sustained attendance of almost all parents/carers.
· 12 parents/carers signed up at the Launch and 7 attended almost every week of the eight weeks.
The what of Families Connect?
· The eight topics of our weekly sessions were: Play, Feelings, Praise, Listening, BookTalk, StoryTelling, Counting, and Number Talk.
· In accordance with our training and the easy-to-follow programme, each session comprised: Welcome and Prepare, Reflection Time, Learning Together, Trying it out, Snack Tine, Doing it together, Review Time, and Closing Circle.
What was the impact?

· Improved outcomes for children, including improved speech, language and communication,
· Improved outcomes for parents/carers, including improved knowledge skills, and confidence in how to support their child’s learning and development at home, and
· Improved outcomes for our school, including improved parental/carer engagement.
What did parents/carers say?
We asked our parents/carers “How did our Families Connect Sessions help?” They said:
(Parents said the families connect helped them have protected time with their children, they were able to share a meal together and it saved them making dinner that evening. Parents said Families Connect helped with the communication and connection between school and home, the children were trying harder in school as they knew their parents would be coming to school.
We asked our parents/carers “How are you/will you continue to use the learning from Families Connect?” They said:

· They can use the reward charts and stars made in their home and introduce them with older and other siblings too. Parents said they could use storytelling techniques in everyday situations such as going to the shops or for bedtime.
We asked our parents/carers “What did you enjoy most about our Families Connect sessions?” They said:
· Parents were asked what they enjoyed about the sessions and said they liked having time with other parents as well as arts and craft activities to do with their children.
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Try out free games to share as a family at home that will
help your child at school
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