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Play Course Descriptor

Concept:
Eight x Play Learning Workshops for P1 to P3.

Aim:  
To support Early Years Staff in facilitating play learning workshops aligned to the Curriculum for Excellence for children and families.

Intended Outcomes:

· Play learning will improve physical literacy and numeracy skills for children within an educational/recreational setting.
· Play learning workshops to further develop and support Early Years Staff.
· Relationships between parents/carers, children and school staff are strengthened, thereby reinforcing family bonds, building on the home school community relationship.
· Children’s development in literacy skills will be developed through play learning workshops that are stimulating, challenging fun and linked to the Curriculum for Excellence.
· Early Years staff will be provided with resource packs on Play Learning aligned to the Curriculum for Excellence in relation to Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Well Being outcomes.
· Early Years staff will further develop their skills in facilitating play workshops to maximise children’s learning through play.

Overview:

The eight week play learning workshops will provide a full programme of play activities for children facilitated by Early Years staff in both indoor and outdoor setting.  The activities are designed to support Early Years staff in planning fun learning experiences for children.

Play workshops have been delivered successfully in some Glasgow schools facilitated by a Family Learning Officer with the following impact statements being recorded from children and Early Years Staff.

Working together to develop play experiences for children has been successful as both staff and children have learned new games and skills resulting in greater confidence and problem solving with their peers.

I had so much playing the name game it was fun getting to know other children and say their name as in the classroom I do not like to say much.

 I have noticed that when the children have an opportunity to play they are then ready to come into the classroom setting and learn.

You really made me think about the concept of play and the opportunities we provide for children and how we can expand on these as the benefits are great.
Facilitation

The following Guiding Principles by Fraser Brown should underpin all facilitation of play workshops.

Guiding Principles of Playwork

· Work to the child’s agenda
· Don’t rush in or rush to judgement.
· Identify and remove barriers to play
· The Porchmouth Principle is based on providing basic materials and avoiding rigid programmes of activity.
· Experience Loose Parts,
· Reference points – Remember When.
· Role to develop human potential.
· Appropriate responses to play cues
· Building self-esteem
· Cultural awareness – cultures within cultures, sub-cultures within sub-cultures
· Ongoing commitment – building relationships.
· Reflective practice – learning by observing, letting children do the things for themselves, learning from mistakes.


The main facilitator would lead on a 2 hour play workshop with fifteen minutes preparation time and 15 minutes reflective practice before the session finishes.  The facilitated programme would run for one hour 30 minutes with warm up, main and cool down games.  Cool down games should include an evaluation activity such as “Six Thinking Hats” where children have the opportunity to express their feelings and thoughts on their play experience.  Children’s thoughts should be included in the play programme where possible. The facilitator and assistant where required should be given further reflective practice time if they feel this is necessary to tailor the workshops for children and family needs.

Venue

The workshops can be delivered within a school setting or within a community setting such as a community centre, park and open spaces, adaptations also be made for delivery in libraries.  The workshops would be deliverable school term time and during holidays providing yearly play learning workshops for children and families.

Curriculum for Excellence Links:

The activities in the pack are aligned to the Curriculum for Excellence.  Each activity is coded with the most relevant links although these are not exhaustive.  Whilst the workshops concentrate on play and physical activity, it is coded to demonstrate cross cutting learning opportunities for literacy, numeracy, health and wellbeing.  The play learning workshops will improve physical literacies of children as well as increasing motivation, confidence, physical competence, knowledge and understanding to maintain physical and emotional wellbeing throughout life.



How Good is Our School 4 Links:

The programme has been designed with “How Good Is Our School 4” Quality indicators being embedded into its planning, implementation and evaluation.  It is designed to contribute to Raising Attainment and Achievement (Quality Indicator 3.2).  The programme has been designed to support children’s rights to play and embraces “Skills Active Playwork Principles”
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