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Middle-Grade Monday 

Books for S1+2 pupils 

 

Fig Swims the World by Lou Abercrombie  
 
Fig Fitzsherbert is good at a lot of things: making lists, playing the piano, advanced 
mathematics. But it’s never quite enough for her high-flying mother, who every New Year’s Day 
sets Fig an impossible resolution. So one year, Fig decides to set her own challenge instead: 
she’s going to swim her way round the world. There’s just one tiny problem … Fig can’t swim. 
Taking it one length at a time, Fig embarks on the adventure of a lifetime. But with her mother 
closing in, will she be able to keep her head above water and complete her challenge? 
 
 
 

 

Pet by Akwaeke Emezi 

There are no more monsters anymore, or so the children in the city of Lucille are taught. 
With doting parents and a best friend named Redemption, Jam has grown up with this 
lesson all her life. But when she meets Pet, a creature made of horns and colours and 
claws, who emerges from one of her mother's paintings and a drop of Jam's blood, she 
must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a monster, and the shadow of 
something grim lurks in Redemption's house. Jam must fight not only to protect her best 
friend, but also to uncover the truth. In their riveting and timely young adult debut, acclaimed 
novelist Akwaeke Emezi asks difficult questions about what choices a young person can 
make when the adults around them are in denial. 

 

High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson  

 
The detective duo everyone is dying to meet! Summer in London is hot, the hottest on 
record, and there's been a murder in THE TRI: the high-rise home to resident know-it-alls, 
Nik and Norva. Who better to solve the case? Armed with curiosity, home-turf knowledge 
and unlimited time - until the end of the summer holidays anyway. The first whodunnit in a 
new mystery series by Sharna Jackson. 
 
 

 

 

Oh My Gods by Alexandra Sheppard 

Life as a half-mortal teenager should be epic. But, for Helen Thomas, it's tragic. She's just 
moved in with her dorky dad and self-absorbed older siblings - who happen to be the ancient 
Greek gods, living incognito in London! Between keeping her family's true identities secret, 
trying to impress her new friends, and meeting an actually cute boy, Helen's stress levels are 
higher than Mount Olympus. She needs to rein in her chaotic family before they blow their cover 
AND her chances at a half-normal social life. Or is Helen fated for an embarrassment of mythical 
proportions? 
 

Senior Tuesday 

Books for senior pupils and staff 

 

Black and British: A Forgotten History by David Olusoga  
 
In this vital re-examination of a shared history, historian and broadcaster David Olusoga tells 
the rich and revealing story of the long relationship between the British Isles and the people of 
Africa and the Caribbean. Drawing on new genealogical research, original records, and expert 
testimony, Black and British reaches back to Roman Britain, the medieval imagination, 
Elizabethan ‘blackamoors’ and the global slave-trading empire. It shows that the great industrial 
boom of the nineteenth century was built on American slavery, and that black Britons fought at 
Trafalgar and in the trenches of both World Wars. Black British history is woven into the cultural 
and economic histories of the nation. It is not a singular history, but one that belongs to us all. 
Unflinching, confronting taboos and revealing hitherto unknown scandals, Olusoga describes 
how the lives of black and white Britons have been entwined for centuries. 
 



Winner of the 2017 PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize, Winner of the Longman History Today 
Trustees' Award, Longlisted for the Orwell Prize, Shortlisted for the Jhalak Prize. 
 

 

Afropean: Notes From Black Europe by Johny Pitts  

Afropean is an on-the-ground documentary of areas where Europeans of African descent 
are juggling their multiple allegiances and forging new identities. Here is an alternative map 
of the continent, taking the reader to places like Cova Da Moura, the Cape Verdean 
shantytown on the outskirts of Lisbon with its own underground economy, and Rinkeby, the 
area of Stockholm that is eighty per cent Muslim. Johny Pitts visits the former Patrice 
Lumumba University in Moscow, where West African students are still making the most of 
Cold War ties with the USSR, and Clichy Sous Bois in Paris, which gave birth to the 2005 
riots, all the while presenting Afropeans as lead actors in their own story. 

Winner of the 2020 Jhalak Prize 

 

Girl, Woman, other by Bernadine Evaristo  

This is Britain as you've never read it. This is Britain as it has never been told. From 
Newcastle to Cornwall, from the birth of the twentieth century to the teens of the twenty-
first, Girl, Woman, Other follows a cast of twelve characters on their personal journeys 
through this country and the last hundred years. They're each looking for something - a 
shared past, an unexpected future, a place to call home, somewhere to fit in, a lover, a 
missed mother, a lost father, even just a touch of hope . . . 

British Book Awards Author and Fiction Book of the Year 2020, Winner of the Booker Prize 
2019 

 

Happiness by Aminatta Forna 
 

Waterloo Bridge, London. Two strangers collide. Attila, a Ghanaian psychiatrist, and Jean, 
an American studying the habits of urban foxes. From this chance encounter in the midst 
of the rush of a great city, numerous moments of connections span out and interweave, 
bringing disparate lives together. Attila has arrived in London with two tasks: to deliver a 
keynote speech on trauma and to check up on the daughter of friends, his 'niece', Ama, 
who hasn't called home in a while. It soon emerges that she has been swept up in an 
immigration crackdown - and now her young son Tano is missing. When, by chance, Attila 
bumps into Jean again, she joins him in his search for Tano, mobilizing into action the 
network she has built up, mainly from the many West African immigrants working 
London's myriad streets, of volunteer fox-spotters: security guards, hotel doormen, traffic 
wardens. All unite to help and as the search continues, a deepening friendship between 
Attila and Jean unfolds. 

Shortlisted for the RSL Ondaatje Prize 2019, Shortlisted for the Jhalak Prize 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

What Next? Wednesday 

Similar stories to well-known favourites 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

Nonfiction Thursday 
Featured Nonfiction titles for all ages 

 

Black History Matters by Robin Walker  
 

Black history is an integral part of world history. From the injustices of the past and present, 
we can learn and be inspired to make the world we live in more fair, equal and just. 
Black History Matters chronicles thousands of years of black history, from African kingdoms, 
to slavery, apartheid, the battle for civil rights and much more. Important and inspiring black 
personalities, from Olaudah Equiano to Oprah Winfrey, are highlighted throughout, while 
achievements and progress are balanced alongside a look at the issues that continue to 
plague black communities. #Blacklivesmatter is a powerful international movement, 
designed to raise awareness of and end ongoing injustice towards black people. This book 
is designed to connect with that movement and offer an important resource for all young 
readers during Black History Month and beyond. 



  

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Kadir Nelson 
 
This is for the unforgettable. The unafraid. The undefeated. From New York Times 
bestselling-author Kwame Alexander comes this powerful and important ode to black 
history: the strength and bravery of everyday people and the grit, passion, and 
perseverance of some of the world's greatest artists, athletes, and activists. With references 
to lyrics and lines originally shared by our most celebrated heroes, this poem digs into the 
not-so-distant past to underline the endurance and spirit of those surviving and thriving in 
the present. 
 
Winner of the Caldecott Medal, The Coretta Scott King Award and the Newbery Honor Book. 
Shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal.  
 

 

Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race by Margot Lee 
Shetterly, illustrated by Laura Freeman 
 

Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden were good at 
math…really good. They participated in some of NASA's greatest successes, like providing 
the calculations for America's first journeys into space. And they did so during a time when 
being black and a woman limited what they could do. But they worked hard. They persisted. 
And they used their genius minds to change the world. In this beautifully illustrated picture 
book edition, we explore the story of four female African American mathematicians at NASA, 
known as "colored computers," and how they overcame gender and racial barriers to 
succeed in a highly challenging STEM-based career. 

 

 

Little Leaders: Exceptional Men in Black History by Vashti Harrison 

Meet the little leaders. They're brave. They're exceptional. They changed the world. Did you 
know that the father of African cinema was originally a bricklayer?Or that Vogue's editor-at-large 
read his first Vogue magazine in his local library? Learn all about the exceptional black men who 
broke barriers and fought injustice to realise their dreams and make the world a better place. 
With Vashti Harrison's beautiful illustrations and illuminating writing, discover the stories of black 
men from all walks of life, including: Doctor Harold Moody, Diplomat Kofi Annan, Activist Paul 
Stephenson, Architect Sir David Adjaye, Comic book author Dwayne McDuffie, Musician Prince, 
Your own little leaders will be inspired to take on the world after learning about these incredible 
men. 

 

Young, Gifted, and Black: Meet 52 Black heroes from the Past and Present by Jamia Wilson, 
illustrated by Andrea Pippins  

Meet 52 icons of colour from the past and present in this celebration of inspirational achievement 
– a collection of stories about changemakers to encourage, inspire and empower the next 
generation of changemakers. Jamia Wilson has carefully curated this range of black icons and 
the book is stylishly brought together by Andrea Pippins’ colourful and celebratory illustrations. 
Written in the spirit of Nina Simone’s song “To Be Young, Gifted, and Black,” this vibrant book is 
a perfect introduction to both historic and present-day icons and heroes. 
Meet figureheads, leaders and pioneers such as Martin Luther King Jr., Nelson Mandela and 
Rosa Parks, as well as cultural trailblazers and athletes like Stevie Wonder, Oprah Winfrey and 
Serena Williams. 

YA Friday 

Books for S3+ 

 

Slay by Brittney Morris  
 

By day, seventeen-year-old Kiera Johnson is a college student, and one of the only black 
kids at Jefferson Academy. By night, she joins hundreds of thousands of black gamers who 
duel worldwide in the secret online role-playing card game, SLAY. No one knows Kiera is 
the game developer - not even her boyfriend, Malcolm. But when a teen in Kansas City is 
murdered over a dispute in the SLAY world, the media labels it an exclusionist, racist hub 
for thugs. With threats coming from both inside and outside the game, Kiera must fight to 
save the safe space she's created. But can she protect SLAY without losing herself? 

 



 

Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
 

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League – but none of that matters 
to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough 
neighbourhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his 
new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. 
But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. Then comes the 
day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned 
up – way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty police officer beside them. Words fly. Shots 
are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, 
it's Justyce who is under attack. 
 

 
 

The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna  
 

Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in Otera, a deeply patriarchal ancient kingdom, where a 
woman's worth is tied to her purity, and she must bleed to prove it. But when Deka bleeds 
gold - the colour of impurity, of a demon - she faces a consequence worse than death. She 
is saved by a mysterious woman who tells Deka of her true nature: she is an Alaki, a near-
immortal with exceptional gifts. The stranger offers her a choice: fight for the Emperor, with 
others just like her, or be destroyed... 

 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo  
 
Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. When it comes to standing her ground in her 
Harlem neighbourhood, she lets her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But X has secrets – 
her feelings for a boy in her bio class, and the notebook full of poems that she keeps under her 
bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull those secrets into the spotlight. Because in spite of a 
world that might not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to stay silent. A novel about finding your 
voice and standing up for what you believe in, no matter how hard it is to say. Brave, bold and 
beautifully written - dealing with issues of race, feminism and faith. 

Winner of the CILIP Carnegie Medal 2019, Shortlisted for the Waterstone’s Children’s Book 
Prize 2019, Winner of the 2018 National book Award, Winner of the Michael L Printz Award, 
Winner of the Pura Belpre award, Winner of the Boston Globe-Hornbook Award  

 

 

The Call by Peadar O’Guilin 
 

Nessa and her friends attend Boyle College to train for the most dangerous time of their 
lives - THE CALL. Without warning, each one of them will wake in a terrifying land, alone 
and hunted, with a one-in-ten chance of returning alive. No one believes Nessa can make 
it, but she's determined to prove them all wrong. And she will need every ounce of spirit and 
courage in order to survive ... 

Comic Saturday 

Comics and Graphic Novel recommendations 

 

Miles Morales: Spider-Man by Jason Reynolds  
 

Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Dinner every Sunday with his parents, chilling 
out playing old-school video games with his best friend, Ganke, crushing on brainy, beautiful 
poet Alicia. He's even got a scholarship spot at the prestigious Brooklyn Visions Academy. 
Oh yeah, and he's Spider Man. But lately, Miles's spidey-sense has been on the fritz. When 
a misunderstanding leads to his suspension from school, Miles begins to question his 
abilities. After all, his dad and uncle were Brooklyn jack-boys with criminal records. Maybe 
kids like Miles aren't meant to be superheroes. Maybe Miles should take his dad's advice 
and focus on saving himself. As Miles tries to get his school life back on track, he can't shake 
the vivid nightmares that continue to haunt him. Nor can he avoid the relentless buzz of his 
spidey-sense every day in history class, amidst his teacher's lectures on the historical 
benefits of slavery and the modern-day prison system. But after his scholarship is 
threatened, Miles uncovers a chilling plot, one that puts his friends, his neighborhood, and 
himself at risk. It's time for Miles to suit up. 



 

 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson  
 

Astrid has always done everything with her best friend Nicole. So when Astrid falls in love 
with roller derby and signs up for a summer camp, she's sure Nicole will be right by her side 
- until Nicole signs up for ballet camp instead, with Astrid's biggest rival. So begins the 
hardest summer of Astrid's life, as she struggles to stay on her skates, to learn who she is 
without Nicole . . . and to find out what it takes to be a strong, tough, awesome roller girl. 
 
 
 

 

Noughts and Crosses: the Graphic Novel by Malorie Blackman, Iluustrated by John Aggs, 
adapted by Ian Edginton  
 

Callum is a nought - an inferior white citizen in a society controlled by the black Crosses.  
Sephy is a Cross - and the daughter of one of the most powerful, ruthless men in the country. 
In their hostile, violent world, noughts and Crosses simply don't mix. But when Sephy and 
Callum's childhood friendship grows into love, they're determined to find a way to be 
together. And then the bomb explodes . . . The long-awaited graphic novel adaptation of 
one of the most influential, critically acclaimed and original novels of all time, from multi-
award-winning Malorie Blackman. 

 

 

Black Panther: A Nation Under Our Feet by Ta-Nehisi Coates, illustrated by Brian Stelfreeze, 
Jack Kirby 
 

A new era begins for the Black Panther! MacArthur Genius and National Book Award-
winning writer Ta-Nehisi Coates (Between the World and Me) takes the helm, confronting 
T'Challa with a dramatic upheaval in Wakanda that will make leading the African nation 
tougher than ever before. When a superhuman terrorist group calling itself The People 
sparks a violent uprising, the land famed for its incredible technology and proud warrior 
traditions will be thrown into turmoil. As suicide bombers terrorize the population, T'Challa 
struggles to unite his citizens, and a familiar villain steps out of the shadows. If Wakanda is 
to survive, it must adapt — but can its monarch, one in a long line of Black Panthers, survive 
the necessary change? Heavy lies the head that wears the cowl! 
 

 

Thornhill by Pam Smy 
 

As she unpacks in her new bedroom, Ella is irresistibly drawn to the big old house that she 
can see out of her window. Surrounded by overgrown gardens, barbed wire fences and 
'keep out' signs, it looks derelict. But that night, a light goes on in one of the windows. And 
the next day she sees a girl in the grounds. Ella is hooked. The house has a story to tell. 
She is sure of it. Enter Thornhill, Institute for Children, and discover the dark secrets that lie 
within.But once inside, will you ever leave? 

Scots Book Sunday 

Spotlighting books set in Scotland or written by authors living in Scotland 

 

The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta  
 
This is not about being ready, it's not even about being fierce, or fearless, IT'S ABOUT 
BEING FREE. Michael waits in the stage wings, wearing a pink wig, pink fluffy coat and black 
heels. One more step will see him illuminated by spotlight. He has been on a journey of bravery 
to get here, and he is almost ready to show himself to the world in bold colours ... Can he emerge 
as The Black Flamingo? 
 
Winner of the Stonewall Book Award, Shortlisted for the CILIP Carnegie Medal, 
Shortlisted for the Jhalak Book Prize 

 



 

Farewell Tour of a Terminal Optimist by John Young  
 
Quick-witted, sharp-tongued Connor Lambert won't take it any longer: the bullying, the secrets, 
the sympathy. He's been dying from cancer for years, but he's not dead yet. He's going down 
fighting. Forming an unlikely friendship with fellow juvenile delinquent Skeates, the pair stage a 
break out and set off on a crazy tour across Scotland -- dodging the police, joy riding and extreme 
partying -- to find Connor's dad, an inmate at Shotts prison. But Connor's left two things behind 
-- the medication he needs to keep him alive, and the girl who makes living bearable. A fresh 
and bold debut novel full of heart, guts and raw emotion. Farewell Tour of a Terminal Optimist is 
a brilliantly funny, thrilling exploration of friendship, identity and mortality populated with witty, 
sharply drawn characters. 
 
Winner of the Scottish Teenage Book Prize 2019 Longlisted for the Branford Boase Award 
2018 

 

Darker Ends by Alex Nye  
 
DARKER ENDS is the third title by Alex Nye, again inspired by the landscape and history 
of Scotland. This time Glencoe is the background setting, and the ghosts of the recent past 
mingle with the dark events of 1692, when the leader of Clan Campbell authorized the 
genocide of a whole community as they slept in their beds before dawn...Those who 
survived - women and children - struggled their way up into the lowering mountains of 
Glencoe, but what happened to them? Did they live to tell the tale? Two children, a brother 
and sister, wait in a lonely inn for their parents to come home, while a storm closes in. They 
have only lived at the inn for three days. Maggie, the eldest, seeks to reassure her younger 
brother, who is asthmatic and nervous. When a stranger's car is marooned in the river 
below, and he knocks at their door for shelter, the long night darkens. All is not what it 
seems, and Maggie and Rory are about to learn what became of the so-called 'survivors' of 
Glencoe. 

 

Spellchasers: The Beginner’s Guide to Curses by Lari Don (#1 Spellchasers trilogy)  

 
Molly Drummond is cursed: whenever a dog barks, she turns into a hare -- which can make 
life quite dangerous... So she does the sensible thing and attends a curse-lifting workshop, 
run by a local witch. There she meets other cursed creatures: Innes, a kelpie; Beth, a dryad; 
Atacama, a sphinx; and a toad. But should they work together to lift their various curses? 
Or are they better off on their own? And will the crow-man, who draws on the energy of 
curses, destroy their chances to live a normal life? 

 

  

Author of the Week Spotlight 

Patrice Lawrence  

Alex Wheatle 

Benjamin Zephaniah  

Andrea Levy 
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https://www.fantasticfiction.com/l/andrea-levy/


 

Literary/Cultural Days Reading Lists 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 

 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


