
LGBT+ YA FICTION 
 

 

Floored: When Seven Lives Collide by Sara Barnard, Holly Bourne, Tanya Byrne, Non Pratt, Melinda 
Salisbury, Lisa Williamson and Eleanor Wood 
 
Seven people's lives collide when they use the same lift on the same day. When they got in the lift, they were strangers (though didn't that guy used to 
be on TV?): Sasha, who is desperately trying to deliver a parcel; Hugo, who knows he's the best-looking guy in the lift and is eyeing up Velvet, who 
knows what that look means when you hear her name and it doesn't match the way she looks, or the way she talks; Dawson, who was on TV, but isn't 
as good-looking as he was a few years ago and is desperately hoping no one recognises him; Kaitlyn, who's losing her sight but won't admit it, and who 
used to have a poster of Dawson on her bedroom wall, and Joe, who shouldn't be here at all, but who wants to be here the most. And one more person, 
who will bring them together again on the same day every year. 

 
 

 

Simon vs Homo Sapien Agenda by Becky Albertalli 
 
Straight people should have to come out too. And the more awkward it is, the better. Simon Spier is sixteen and trying to work out who he is - and 
what he's looking for. But when one of his emails to the very distracting Blue falls into the wrong hands, things get all kinds of complicated. Because, for 
Simon, falling for Blue is a big deal ...It's a holy freaking huge awesome deal.  

 

 

Leah on the Off Beat by Becky Albertalli 
 
When it comes to drumming, Leah Burke is usually on beat- but real life isn't always so rhythmic. The only child of a single mum, and her life is less 
privileged than her friends. Her mum knows she's bisexual, but Leah hasn't mustered the courage to tell her friends. Not even her openly gay 
BFF, Simon. Prom and college are on the horizon, and tensions are running high. Can Leah still strike the right note, when the people she loves are 
fighting? And how can she cope knowing that she might love one of her friends more than she ever intended? 

 



 

The Upside of Unrequited by Becky Albertalli 
 
Seventeen-year-old Molly Peskin-Suso knows all about unrequited love. No matter how many times her twin sister, Cassie, tells her to woman up, Molly 
can't stomach the idea of rejection. So she's careful. Fat girls always have to be careful. Then a cute new girl enters Cassie's orbit, and for the first time 
ever, Molly's cynical twin is a lovesick mess. Meanwhile, Molly's totally not dying of loneliness--except for the part where she is. Luckily, Cassie's new 
girlfriend comes with a cute hipster-boy sidekick. If Molly can win him over, she'll get her first kiss and she'll get her twin back. There's only one problem: 
Molly's coworker, Reid. He's a chubby Tolkien superfan with a season pass to the Ren Faire, and there's absolutely no way Molly could fall for him. 
Right? 

 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexi 
 
 
In his first book for young adults, Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist who leaves his school on the Spokane Indian 
Reservation to attend an all-white high school. This heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written tale, featuring poignant drawings that reflect the 
character's art, is based on the author's own experiences. It chronicles contemporary adolescence as seen through the eyes of one Native American 
boy. 

 

The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta 
 
This is not about being ready, it's not even about being fierce, or fearless, IT'S ABOUT BEING FREE. Michael waits in the stage wings, wearing a 
pink wig, pink fluffy coat and black heels. One more step will see him illuminated by spotlight. He has been on a journey of bravery to get here, and he is 
almost ready to show himself to the world in bold colours. Can he emerge as The Black Flamingo? 

 
 

 

Kaleidoscope Song by Fox Benwell 
 
Neo loves music, and all she ever wanted was a life sharing this passion, on the radio. When she meets Tale, the lead singer in a local South African 
band, their shared love of music grows. So does their love for each other. But not everyone approves. Then Neo lands her dream job of working at a 
popular radio station, and she discovers that using your voice is sometimes harder than expected, and there are always consequences. 
 



 

Alex as Well by Alyssa Brugman 
 
Why does it matter whether I am a boy or a girl? But it does...It really, really matters. When Alex was born, the doctors described him as sexually 
ambiguous , with both male and female reproductive organs. For the last fourteen years his parents have raised Alex as a boy. They dressed him in 
boys clothes, sent him to a boys school and gave him medication to help regulate his hormones. But last night at dinner, Alex made an announcement, 
three words that would change everything: 'I'm a girl.' And when Alex sets about changing her life her wardrobe, her school, her entire identity no one 
knows how to react, least of all her parents. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Last Bus to Everland by Sophie Cameron 
 
Brody Fair has had enough of real life. Enough of the bullies on his block, of being second best to his genius brother, and of not fitting in at school or at 
home. Then one day he meets Nico. Colourful, confident and flamboyant, he promises to take Brody to Everland, a diverse magical place. A place 
where he can be himself, where there are no rules, time doesn't pass, and the party never ends. The only catch? It's a place so good, you could lose 
yourself and forget what's real. 
 

 

Out of the Blue by Sophie Cameron 
 
 
When angels start falling from the sky, it seems like the world is ending. But for Jaya the world ended when her mother died, two weeks before the first 
angel fell. Smashing down to earth at extraordinary speeds, wings bent, faces contorted, not a single angel has survived and, as the world goes angel 
crazy, Jaya's father uproots the family to Edinburgh, intent on catching one alive. But Jaya can't stand his obsession and, struggling to make sense of 
her mother's sudden death and her own role on that fateful day, she's determined to stay out of it. Then something extraordinary happens: an angel 
lands right at Jaya’s feet, and it’s alive  

 



 

 
Postcards to No Man’s Land by Aiden Chambers 
 
 

Jacob, aged 17, is abroad on his own for the time, visiting his grandfather's grave at the commemoration of the Second World War Battle of Arnhem in 
Holland. Jacob's life-changing experiences are interwoven with the extraordinary wartime story of passion and treachery that he learns from Geertrui, 
whose family is linked to Jacob's in a way he never suspected. 
 

 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chobsky 
 
Charlie is a freshman. And while he's not the biggest geek in the school, he is by no means popular. Shy, introspective, intelligent beyond his years yet 
socially awkward, he is a wallflower, caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it. Charlie is attempting to navigate his way through 
uncharted territory: the world of first dates and mixed tapes, family dramas and new friends; the world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect drive to feel infinite. But Charlie can't stay on the sideline forever. Standing on the 
fringes of life offers a unique perspective. But there comes a time to see what it looks like from the dance floor. 

 

Love in Revolution by BR Collins 
 
Esteya is fifteen. As war rumbles closer, Esteya's brother - an important figure in the Revolutionary Communist Party - is able to protect their family from 
the worst of the privations of war. Then Esteya meets an extraordinary girl, Skizi, an outcast, shunned by all. But Esteya and Skizi are drawn to each 
other. Slowly and wonderfully love blossoms ... And then Esteya's family are betrayed and forcibly taken away. Skizi disappears. Esteya is left deserted, 
heartbroken and in terrible danger. But she must find a way to escape - and to find Skizi. 

 



 

All the Invisible Things by Orlagh Collins 
 
For four years Vetty Lake has been keeping her heart in hiding. Since her mum died and her family moved out of London it's felt so much safer not to 
tell people how she really feels. She's never even told anyone she's attracted to girls as well as boys. But now Vetty's seventeen and coming back to 
London she's determined to start living out loud. She's convinced that reconnecting with her childhood best friend Pez is the key. She was always 
fearless around him. But when she sees Pez again, he's different. Guarded. It's like their special connection never existed. And suddenly Vetty's sure 
he's been hiding too. 

 

 

 

 

The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily M Danforth 
 
The night Cameron Post's parents died, her first emotion was relief. Relief they would never know that hours earlier, she'd been kissing a girl. Now living 
with her conservative Aunt in small-town Montana, hiding her sexuality and blending in becomes second nature to Cameron until she begins an 
intense friendship with the beautiful Coley Taylor. Desperate to 'correct' her niece, Cameron's Aunt takes drastic action. Now Cameron must battle 
with the cost of being her true-self even if she's not completely sure who that is. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meat Market  by Juno Dawson 
 
Jana Novak's history sounds like a classic model cliché: tall and gangly, she's uncomfortable with her androgynous looks until she's unexpectedly 
scouted and catapulted to superstardom..But the fashion industry is as grimy as it is glamorous. And there are unexpected predators at every 
turn. Jana is an ordinary girl from a south London estate, lifted to unimaginable heights. But the further you rise, the more devastating your fall 

 



 

Proud ed. Juno Dawson   
 
Stories by: Steve Antony, Dean Atta, Kate Alizadeh, Fox Benwell, Alex Bertie, Caroline Bird, Fatti Burke, Tanya Byrne, Moïra Fowley-Doyle, Frank 
Duffy, Simon James Green, Leo Greenfield, Saffa Khan, Karen Lawler, David Levithan, Priyanka Meenakshi, Alice Oseman, Michael Lee Richardson, 
David Roberts, Cynthia So, Kay Staples, Jessica Vallance, Kristen Van Dam and Kameron White. 
 
A stirring, bold and moving anthology of stories and poetry by top LGBTQ+ YA authors and new talent, giving their unique responses to the broad 
theme of pride. Each story has an illustration by an artist identifying as part of the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

 

 

Unbecoming by Jenny Downham  
 
Katie's life is falling apart: her mum's controlling, her dad's run off, she's in love with someone whose identity she can't reveal and now her estranged 
grandmother's turned up on the doorstep and Katie's expected to take care of her. Soon Katie discovers she's not the only one in her family hiding the 
truth. If she's going to get her life back together, she's going to have to expose everyone's deepest secrets - including her own. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PET by Akwaeke Emezi 
 
There are no monsters anymore, or so the children in the city of Lucille are taught. Jam and her best friend, Redemption, have grown up with this lesson 
all their life. But when Jam meets Pet, a creature made of horns and colors and claws, who emerges from one of her mother's paintings and a drop of 
Jam's blood, she must reconsider what she's been told. Pet has come to hunt a monster, and the shadow of something grim lurks in Redemption's 
house. Jam must fight not only to protect her best friend, but also to uncover the truth, and the answer to the question--How do you save the world from 
monsters if no one will admit they exist? 



 

If You Could be Mine by Sara Farizan 
 
Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best friend, Nasrin, since they were six. They've shared stolen kisses and romantic promises. But 
Iran is a dangerous place for two girls in love--Sahar and Nasrin could be beaten, imprisoned, even executed if their relationship came to light. So they 
carry on in secret--until Nasrin's parents announce that they've arranged for her marriage. Nasrin tries to persuade Sahar that they can go on as they 
had before, only now with new comforts provided by the decent, well-to-do doctor Nasrin will marry. But Sahar dreams of loving Nasrin exclusively--and 
openly. Then Sahar discovers what seems like the perfect solution. In Iran, homosexuality may be a crime, but to be a man trapped in a woman's body 
is seen as nature's mistake, and sex reassignment is legal and accessible. As a man, Sahar could be the one to marry Nasrin. Sahar will never be able 
to love the one she wants in the body she wants to be loved in without risking her life. Is saving her love worth sacrificing her true self? 
 
 

 

George by Alex Gino 
 
When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl.George thinks she'll have to keep this a 
secret forever. Then her teacher announces that their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. 
But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . because she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a plan. 
Not just so she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know who she is, once and for all. 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Mans Up by M-E Girard 

 

All Pen wants is to be the kind of girl she’s always been. So why does everyone have a problem with it? They think the way she looks and acts means 
she’s trying to be a boy—that she should quit trying to be something she’s not. If she dresses like a girl, and does what her folks want, it will show 
respect. If she takes orders and does what her friend Colby wants, it will show her loyalty. But respect and loyalty, Pen discovers, are empty words. Old-
world parents, disintegrating friendships, and strong feelings for other girls drive Pen to see the truth—that in order to be who she truly wants to be, 
she’ll have to man up 

 



 

The Deepest Breath by Meg Grehan 
 
Stevie is eleven and loves reading and sea-creatures. She lives with her mum, and she's been best friends with Andrew since forever. Stevie's mum 
teases her that someday they'll get married, but Stevie knows that won't ever happen. There's a girl at school that she likes more. A lot more. Actually, 
she's a bit confused about how much she likes her. It's nothing like the way she likes Andrew. It makes her fizz inside. That's a new feeling, one she 
doesn't understand. Stevie needs to find out if girls can like girls - love them, even - but it's hard to get any information, and she's too shy to ask out loud 
about it. But maybe she can find an answer in a book. With the help of a librarian, Stevie finds stories of girls loving girls, and builds up her courage to 
share the truth with her mum. Written in accessible verse `chapters' and in a warm and reassuring style, The Deepest Breath will be of special 
relevance to young girls who are starting to realise that they are attracted to other girls, but it is also a story for any young reader with an open mind who 
wants to understand how people's emotions affect their lives. 
 
 
 

 

The Space Between by Meg Grehan 
 
It’s New Year’s Eve, and Beth plans to spend a whole year alone, in her snug, safe house. But she has reckoned without floppy-eared, tail-wagging 
Mouse, who comes nosing to her window. Followed shortly by his owner, Alice. As Beth’s year of solitude rolls out, Alice gently steals her way first into 
Beth’s house and later into her heart. And by the time New Year’s Eve comes round again – who knows? A tender and delicate love story in verse, The 
Space Between is a tale of how warmth, support and friendship can overcome mental anguish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skylarks by Karen Gregory 
 
Keep your head down and don't borrow trouble is the motto Joni lives by, and so far it's seen her family through some tough times. It's not as if she has 
the power to change anything important anyway. Like Dad's bad back, or the threat of losing their house. So when Annabel breezes into her life, Joni's 
sure they're destined to clash. Pretty, poised, privileged - the daughter of the richest family in town must have it easy. But sometimes you find a 
matching spirit where you least expect it. Sometimes love can defy difference. And sometimes life asks you to be bigger and braver . 

 



 

Other Words for Smoke by Sarah Maria Griffin 
 
The house at the end of the lane burned down, and Rita Frost and her teenage ward, Bevan, were never seen again. The townspeople never learned 
what happened. Only Mae and her brother Rossa know the truth; they spent two summers with Rita and Bevan, two of the strangest summers of their 
lives. Because nothing in that house was as it seemed: a cat who was more than a cat, and a dark power called Sweet James that lurked behind the 
wallpaper, enthralling Bevan with whispers of neon magic and escape. And in the summer heat, Mae became equally as enthralled with Bevan. 
Desperately in the grips of first love, she’d give the other girl anything. A dangerous offer when all that Sweet James desired was a taste of new flesh 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Alex in Wonderland by Simon James Green 
 
In the town of Newsands, painfully shy Alex is abandoned by his two best friends for the summer. But he unexpectedly lands a part-time job 
at Wonderland, a run-down amusement arcade on the seafront, where he gets to know the other teen misfits who work there. Alex starts to come out 
of his shell, and even starts to develop feelings for co-worker Ben ... who, as Alex's bad luck would have it, has a girlfriend. 
Then as debtors close in on Wonderland and mysterious, threatening notes start to appear, Alex and his new friends take it on themselves to save their 
declining employer. But, like everything in Wonderland, nothing is quite what it seems. 
 

 

Noah Can’t Even by Simon James Green  
 
Poor Noah Grimes! His father disappeared years ago, his mother's Beyonce tribute act is an unacceptable embarrassment, and his beloved gran is no 
longer herself. He only has one friend, Harry, and school is... Well, it's pure hell. Why can't Noah be normal, like everyone else at school? Maybe if he 
struck up a romantic relationship with someone - maybe Sophie, who is perfect and lovely - he'd be seen in a different light? But Noah's plans are 
derailed when Harry kisses him at a party. That's when things go from bad to utter chaos. 
 



 

Noah Could Never by Simon James Green 
 
Noah's back, and more bananas! He and Harry are now officially boyfriends, but is Noah ready for the difference? It's no help that a group of 
cosmopolitan French exchange students have descended on Little Fobbing - including sexy Pierre Victoire, who seems to have his eye 
on Harry! Meanwhile, Noah's paired up with a girl ... who, most outrageously, is not even French. But that's not all: the police are monitoring Noah, and 
he can't tell if it's because 

 his dad and secret half-brother, Eric, have made off with his gran's fake diamonds; 

 because his PE teacher is receiving mysterious cash infusions from Russia; 

 or because drag queen Bambi Sugapops is hiding out at Noah's house in the midst of a knock-down, bare-knuckled drag feud. 
Will Noah ever catch a break?! 
 
 
 

 

Like Other Girls by Claire Hennessy 
 
Here's what Lauren knows: she's not like other girls. She also knows it's problematic to say that - what's wrong with girls? She's even fancied some in 
the past. But if you were stuck in St Agnes, her posh all-girls school, you'd feel like that too. Here everyone's expected to be Perfect Young Ladies, it's 
even a song in the painfully awful musical they're putting on this year. And obviously said musical is directed by Lauren's arch nemesis. Under it all 
though, Lauren's heart is bruised. Her boyfriend thinks she's crazy and her best friend has issues of her own... so when Lauren realises she's facing 
every teenage girl's worst nightmare, she has nowhere to turn. Maybe she should just give in to everything. Be like other girls. That's all so much easier 
... right? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Quiet at the End of the World by Lauren James 
 
How far would you go to save those you love? Lowrie and Shen are the youngest people on the planet after a virus caused global infertility. Closeted in 
a pocket of London and doted upon by a small, ageing community, the pair spend their days mudlarking and looking for treasure – until a secret is 
uncovered that threatens not only their family but humanity’s entire existence. Now Lowrie and Shen face an impossible choice: in the quiet at the end 
of the world, they must decide what to sacrifice to save the whole human race. 



 

 The Love and Lies of Rukshana Ali  by Sobina Khan 
 
Seventeen-year-old Rukhsana Ali tries her hardest to live up to her conservative Muslim parents' expectations, but lately she's finding that impossible to 
do. She rolls her eyes when they blatantly favour her brother and saves her crop tops and makeup for parties her parents don't know about. If she can 
just hold out another few months, Rukhsana will be out of her familial home and away from her parents' ever-watchful eyes at Caltech, a place where 
she thinks she can finally be herself. But when she is caught kissing her girlfriend Ariana, her devastated parents take Rukhsana to Bangladesh, where 
everything she had been planning is out of reach. There, immersed in a world of tradition and arranged marriages, Rukhsana finds the perspective she's 
been looking for in her grandmother's old diary. The only question left for her to answer is: Can she fight for the life she wants without losing her family 
in the process? 
 

 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green and David Levithan  
 
One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, Will Grayson crosses paths with . . . Will Grayson. 

Two guys with the same name, running in two very different circles, suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected directions, and culminating in 
epic turns-of-heart and the most fabulous musical ever to grace the high-school stage. 

 

 

19 Love Songs by David Levithan  
 
19 Love Songs was born from Levithan's tradition of writing a story for his friends each Valentine's Day, and this collection brings all of them to his 
readers for the first time. With fiction, nonfiction and a story in verse, there's something for every reader. 

Witty, romantic and honest, this very special collection will appeal to both teenagers and adults, not only on Valentine's Day, but all year round. 
 



 

Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan   
 
To be together with someone for twenty years seems like an eternity. I can’t seem to manage twenty days… 

How do you stay together? 

Paul has been gay his whole life and he’s confident about almost everything. He doesn’t have to hide his feelings like best friend Tony or even cope 
with loving the wrong guy like his other best friend Joni. 

But heartbreak can happen to anyone. Falling in love changes everything. 
 
 
 
 

 

Every Day by David Levithan 
 
Each morning, A wakes up in a different body. There’s never any warning about who it will be, but A is used to that. Never get too attached. Avoid being 
noticed. Do not interfere. And that’s fine – until A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by 
which A has been living no longer apply. Because finally A has found someone he wants to be with – every day  

 

 

 

 

 

Another Day by David Levithan  
 
Every day is the same for Rhiannon. She has convinced herself that she deserves her distant, moody boyfriend, Justin. She knows the rules: Don’t be 
needy. Avoid upsetting him. Never get your hopes up. 

 
Then, out of the blue, they share a perfect day together – perfect, that is, until Justin doesn’t remember anything about it. Confused, and yearning for 
another day as great as that one, Rhiannon starts to question everything. And that’s when a stranger tells her that the Justin she spent that time with … 
wasn’t Justin at all. 

 



 

Someday by David Levithan  
 
For as long as A can remember, life has meant waking up in a different person's body every day, forced to live as that person until the day has ended. A 
always thought there wasn't anyone else who was like this. A was wrong. 

Someday starts where Every Day left off. David Levithan takes readers further into the lives of A and Rhiannon, exploring more deeply what Every 
Day and Another Day had originally asked: What is a soul? What makes us human? And does gender matter when it comes to love? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Two Boys Kissing by David Levithan  
 
The two boys kissing are Craig and Harry. They’re hoping to set the world record for the longest kiss. They're not a couple, but they used to be.  

Peter and Neil are a couple. Their kisses are different. Avery and Ryan have only just met and are trying to figure out what happens next. Cooper is 
alone. He's not sure how he feels. As the marathon progresses, these boys, their friends and families evaluate the changing nature of feelings, 
behaviour and this crazy thing called love under the watchful eyes of a Greek chorus of a generation of men lost to AIDS. David Levithan connects 
recent history with the present moment in a novel that is both a celebration of equality and a memorial to a lost generation. 

 

 

 

 

 
You Know Me Well by David Levithan and Nina LaCour 
 
Who knows you well? Your best friend? Your boyfriend or girlfriend? A stranger you meet on a crazy night? No one, really? Mark and Kate have sat 
next to each other for an entire year, but have never spoken. For whatever reason, their paths outside of class have never crossed. That is until Kate 
spots Mark miles away from home, out in the city for a wild, unexpected night. Kate is lost, having just run away from a chance to finally meet the girl 
she has been in love with from afar. Mark, meanwhile, is in love with his best friend Ryan, who may or may not feel the same way. When Kate and Mark 
meet up, little do they know how important they will become to each other -- and how, in a very short time, they will know each other better than any of 
the people who are supposed to know them more. 



 

The Names They Gave Us by Emery Lord 
 
Lucy Hansson was ready for a perfect summer with her boyfriend, working at her childhood Bible camp on the lake and spending quality time with her 
parents. But when her mom's cancer reappears, Lucy falters--in her faith and in her ability to cope. When her boyfriend "pauses" their relationship and 
her summer job switches to a different camp--one for troubled kids--Lucy isn't sure how much more she can handle. Attempting to accept a new normal, 
Lucy slowly regains footing among her vibrant, diverse coworkers, Sundays with her mom, and a crush on a fellow counselor. But when long-hidden 
family secrets emerge, can Lucy set aside her problems and discover what grace really means? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzie Lee 
 
Henry Monty Montague was born and bred to be a gentleman, but he was never one to be tamed. The finest boarding schools in England and the 
constant disapproval of his father haven t been able to curb any of his roguish passions not for gambling halls, late nights spent with a bottle of spirits, 
or waking up in the arms of women or men. But as Monty embarks on his grand tour of Europe, his quest for a life filled with pleasure and vice is in 
danger of coming to an end. Not only does his father expect him to take over the family s estate upon his return, but Monty is also nursing an impossible 
crush on his best friend and traveling companion, Percy. Still it isn t in Monty s nature to give up. Even with his younger sister, Felicity, in tow, he vows 
to make this yearlong escapade one last hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to Rome. But when one of Monty s reckless decisions turns 
their trip abroad into a harrowing manhunt that spans across Europe, it calls into question everything he knows, including his relationship with the boy 
he adores. 
 
 
 

 

Prom by Saundra Mitchell 
 
Emma knows better than anyone that Edgewater, Indiana, is not a great place to be gay. But she's had enough of high school homophobia and really 
wants to take her girlfriend - the popular, closeted It Girl Alyssa- to prom. How big a deal could that really be? But when their classmates find out, the 
backlash exceeds Emma's worst nightmares. Meanwhile, in Manhattan, Barry and Dee Dee are Broadway stars of yesteryear. When their new show 
bombs, they need some good publicity - fast. So when they happen to hear about Emma's plight, they decide to step in and create a prom for everyone. 
Suddenly, Edgewater is the centre of a national news story. As the drama queens of New York take over the sleepy town, chaos ensues and the glare 
of the spotlight is brighter than anyone could have guessed. But all Emma and Alyssa want is to dance together. Is that too much to ask? 

 



 

Release by Patrick Ness 
 
It's Saturday, it's summer and, although he doesn't know it yet, everything in Adam Thorn's life is going to fall apart. But maybe, just maybe, he'll find 
freedom from the release. Time is running out though, because way across town, a ghost has risen from the lake... This uplifting coming-of-age novel 
will remind you what it's like to fall in love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson 
 
Jude and her twin Noah were incredibly close - until a tragedy drove them apart, and now they are barely speaking. Then Jude meets a cocky, broken, 
beautiful boy as well as a captivating new mentor, both of whom may just need her as much as she needs them. What the twins don't realize is that 
each of them has only half the story and if they can just find their way back to one another, they have a chance to remake their world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Things a Bright Girl Can Do by Sally Nicholls 
 
Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing prison cells and the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three courageous young 
women join the fight for the vote. Evelyn is seventeen, and though she is rich and clever, she may never be allowed to follow her older brother to 
university. Enraged that she is expected to marry her childhood sweetheart rather than be educated, she joins the Suffragettes, and vows to pay the 
ultimate price for women's freedom. May is fifteen, and already sworn to the cause, though she and her fellow Suffragists refuse violence. When she 
meets Nell, a girl who's grown up in hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together and in love, the two girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of 
women have their place. But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, May and Nell more than they ever could believe. As war looms, just how much 
are they willing to sacrifice? 



 

I Was Born for This by Alice Oseman 
 
For Angel Rahimi life is about one thing: The Ark – a pop-rock trio of teenage boys who are taking the world by storm. Being part of The Ark’s fandom 
has given her everything she loves – her friend Juliet, her dreams, her place in the world. 

Jimmy Kaga-Ricci owes everything to The Ark. He’s their frontman – and playing in a band with his mates is all he ever dreamed of doing. 

But dreams don’t always turn out the way you think and when Jimmy and Angel are unexpectedly thrust together, they find out how strange and 
surprising facing up to reality can be. 

 

 

 

Radio Silence by Alice Oseman  
 
What if everything you set yourself up to be was wrong? Frances has always been a study machine with one goal, elite university. Nothing will stand in 
her way; not friends, not a guilty secret – not even the person she is on the inside. But when Frances meets Aled, the shy genius behind her favourite 
podcast, she discovers a new freedom. He unlocks the door to Real Frances and for the first time she experiences true friendship, unafraid to be 
herself. Then the podcast goes viral and the fragile trust between them is broken. Caught between who she was and who she longs to be, Frances’ 
dreams come crashing down. Suffocating with guilt, she knows that she has to confront her past. She has to confess why Carys disappeare. Meanwhile 
at uni, Aled is alone, fighting even darker secrets. It’s only by facing up to your fears that you can overcome them. And it’s only by being your true self 
that you can find happiness. Frances is going to need every bit of courage she has. 

 

 

 

Only We Know by Simon Packham 
 
What is the secret of Lauren's past? Lauren's family have moved house very suddenly, and she and her sister Tilda have to go to a new school. 
Lauren's determined to reinvent herself, but she's panic-stricken when she sees Harry, who she knew a few years ago. Luckily Harry doesn't recognise 
her, and she knows she has make sure it stays like that. Lauren, unlike Tilda, settles in well. She makes friends, is helping to organise the school 
fashion show, and has boys asking her out. But just as her life finally seems to be looking up she starts receiving macabre packages. When she gets a 
message: 'Isn't it time your new friends knew all about you?' she has to admit that someone knows her secret. But who - and what should she do? 



 

Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby Rivera 
 
Juliet's head is spinning with questions. 
 
Will her beautiful, chaotic Puerto Rican family still love her when they find out she's gay? 
Will an internship with her favourite author help her understand what kind of feminist she wants to be? 
And why won't her girlfriend return her calls?! 

In a summer full of queer dance parties, a fling with a motorcycling librarian and intense explorations of sexuality and identity, Juliet's about to learn 
what it means to really come out - to the world, to her family, to herself. 
 
 
 

 

Carry On by Rainbow Rowell 
 
Simon Snow just wants to relax and savour his last year at the Watford School of Magicks, but no one will let him. His girlfriend broke up with him, his 
best friend is a pest and his mentor keeps trying to hide him away in the mountains where maybe he'll be safe. Simon can't even enjoy the fact that his 
room-mate and longtime nemesis is missing, because he can't stop worrying about the evil git. Plus there are ghosts. And vampires. And actual evil 
things trying to shut Simon down. When you're the most powerful magician the world has ever known, you never get to relax and savour anything. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wayward Son by Rainbow Rowell 
 
The story is supposed to be over. 

Simon Snow did everything he was supposed to do. He beat the villain. He won the war. He even fell in love. Now comes the good part, right? Now 
comes the happily ever after . . . 

So why can’t Simon Snow get off the couch? What he needs, according to his best friend, is a change of scenery. He just needs to see himself in a new 
light . That’s how Simon and Penny and Baz end up in a vintage convertible, tearing across the American West. They find trouble, of course. (Dragons, 
vampires, skunk-headed things with shotguns.) And they get lost. They get so lost, they start to wonder whether they ever knew where they were 
headed in the first place  

 



 

Birthday by Meredith Russo 
 
They've always shared this one day together, but as they grow up they begin to grow apart. Everyone expects Eric to get a football scholarship, but no 
one knows he's having second thoughts. Former quarterback Morgan feels utterly alone, as she wrestles with the difficult choice to live as her true self. 
Both of them are struggling to be the person they know they are. Who better to help than your best friend? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If I Was Your Girl by Meredith Russo 
 
 
Amanda Hardy is the new girl at school. Like everyone, all she wants is to make friends and fit in. But Amanda is holding back. Even from Grant, the 
guy she's falling in love with. Amanda has a secret. At her old school, she used to be called Andrew. And secrets always have a way of getting out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I’m a Gay Wizard by VS Santoni 
 
When they use spells to defend themselves from bullies, they suddenly find themselves whisked away to the Marduk Institute, a school for wayward 
wizards. 

Johnny and Alison must now adapt to a new world of spells, fraternities, and cute boys like Hunter and Blake... 

But Marduk isn't as safe as it seems. Johnny and Alison are pulled into a supernatural fight for their lives and must find the strength to battle the 
monsters lurking in the shadows of the school - and the demons that only exist inside their head. 
 



 

History is All You Left Me by Adam Silvera 
 
Griffin has lost his first love in a drowning accident. Theo was his best friend, his ex-boyfriend and the one he believed he would end up with. Now, 
reeling from grief and worsening OCD, Griffin turns to an unexpected person for help. Theo's new boyfriend. But as their relationship becomes 
increasingly complicated, dangerous truths begin to surface. Griffin must make a choice: confront the past, or miss out on the future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
More Happy Than Not by Adam Silvera  
 
In the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto to find happiness but with the support of his girlfriend Genevieve, 
he's slowly remembering what that might feel like. When Genevieve leaves for a couple of weeks, Aaron starts hanging out with a new guy, Thomas. 
Aaron's friends notices, and they're not exactly thrilled. But Aaron can't deny the happiness Thomas brings or how Thomas makes him feel safe from 
himself. 
 
Since Aaron can't stay away from Thomas or turn off his newfound feelings for him, he considers turning to the Leteo Institute's revolutionary memory-
alteration procedure to straighten himself out, even if it means forgetting who he truly is. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
What if it’s Us by Adam Silvera and Becky Albertalli  
 
ARTHUR is only in New York for the summer, but if Broadway has taught him anything, it’s that the universe can deliver a showstopping romance when 
you least expect it. BEN thinks the universe needs to mind its business. If the universe had his back, he wouldn’t be carrying a box of his ex-boyfriend’s 
things. But when the boys have a chance meeting at the post office, they leave wondering what exactly the universe does have in store for them.  
 
What if - in a city of eight million people - they can't find each other again? What if they do ... and then can’t nail a first date even after three do-overs? 
What if Arthur tries too hard to make it work and Ben doesn’t try hard enough? What if life really isn’t like a Broadway play? But what if it is? WHAT IF 
IT'S US 



 

Starring Kitty by Keris Stainton  
 
Sometimes the greatest love stories happen behind the scenes. Kitty's keeping secrets. Like how she's struggling to cope with her mum's illness. And 
how she's falling for the girl with the purpley-red hair... A fun film competition with her friends Sunny and Hannah seems like the perfect distraction. But 
then Dylan wants to be more than Kitty's secret. Is Kitty ready to let her two worlds meet or will she risk losing Dylan forever? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Odd One Out by Nic Stone  
 
Courtney Cooper and Jupiter Sanchez have been best friends and neighbours since they were seven years old. And despite Courtney's best efforts to 
suppress it, he can't help being hopelessly in love with Jupe. But a relationship with the girl next door isn't in the cards because Jupiter has been out of 
the closet for almost as long as she's known Courtney. 
 
Then Rae Chin moves to town, and Courtney thinks he's finally found a girl he could fall for who isn't Jupiter. The only problem: Jupiter is falling for Rae, 
too. 
 
One story. Three sides. No easy answers. 
 
 
 

 

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire  Sáenz  
 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When they meet at the 
swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the two loners start spending time together, they discover that they share a special kind 
of friendship--the kind of friendship that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through their friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most 
important truths about themselves--and about the kind of people they want to be. 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Benjamin-Alire-S%C3%A1enz/e/B000AP7OVS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


 

It’s Not Like it’s a Secret by Misa Sugiura 
 
Some are small, like how it bothers her when her friends don't invite her to parties. Some are big, like the fact that her father may be having an affair. 
And then there's the one that she can barely even admit to herself--the one about how she might have a crush on her best friend.When Sana and her 
family move to California, she begins to wonder if it's finally time for some honesty, especially after she meets Jamie Ramirez. Jamie is beautiful and 
smart and unlike anyone Sana's ever known. There are just a few problems: Sana's new friends don't trust Jamie's crowd; Jamie's friends clearly don't 
want her around anyway; and a sweet guy named Caleb seems to have more-than-friendly feelings for her. Meanwhile, her dad's affair is becoming too 
obvious to ignore.Sana always figured that the hardest thing would be to tell people that she wants to date a girl, but as she quickly learns, telling the 
truth is easy...what comes after it, though, is a whole lot more complicated. 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Own Private Universe by Robin Talley 
 
Fifteen-year-old Aki Simon has a theory. And it’s mostly about sex. No, it isn’t that kind of theory. Aki already knows she’s bisexual–-even if, until now, 
it’s mostly been in the hypothetical sense. Aki’s theory is that she’s only got one shot at living an interesting life–-and that means she’s got to stop sitting 
around and thinking so much. It’s time for her to actually do something. Or at least try. So when Aki and her friend Lori set off on a trip to a small 
Mexican town for the summer, and Aki meets Christa–-slightly-older, far-more-experienced–-it seems her theory is prime for the testing. But something 
tells her its not going to be that easy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pulp by Robin Talley 
 
In 1955 eighteen-year-old Janet Jones must keep the love she shares with her best friend a secret. As in the age of McCarthyism to be gay is to sin. But 
when Janet discovers a series of books about women falling in love with other women, it awakens something in her. As she juggles a romance she 
must keep hidden and a new-found ambition to write and publish her own story, she risks exposing herself – and Marie – to a danger all too real. 

Sixty-two years later, Abby Cohen can’t stop thinking about her senior project – classic 1950s lesbian pulp fiction. She feels especially connected to one 
author, ‘Marian Love’, and becomes determined to track her down and discover her true identity. Is Abby prepared for what she will find? 

 



 

What We Left Behind by Robin Talley 
 
What if discovering who you really are means letting go of who you've been? Toni and Gretchen are the couple everyone envied in high school. They've 
been together forever. They never fight. They're hopelessly in love. When they separate for their first year at college they're sure their relationship will 
stay rock solid. The reality of being apart, however, is very different. Toni's discovering a new world – and a new gender identity – but Gretchen 
struggles to remember who she is outside of their relationship. While Toni worries that Gretchen won’t understand Toni's shifting identity, Gretchen 
begins to wonder where she fits in this puzzle. Now they must decide if their love is strong enough to last. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Queens of Geek by Jen Wilde 
 
Charlie likes to stand out. She’s a vlogger and actress promoting her first movie at SupaCon, and this is her chance to show fans she’s over her public 
breakup with co-star Reese Ryan. When internet-famous cool-girl actress Alyssa Huntington arrives as a surprise guest, it seems Charlie’s long-time 
crush on her isn’t as one-sided as she thought. 

Taylor likes to blend in. Her brain is wired differently, making her fear change. And there’s one thing in her life she knows will never change: her 
friendship with her best guy friend Jamie—no matter how much she may secretly want it to. But when she hears about a fan contest for her favorite 
fandom, she starts to rethink her rules on playing it safe. 

 

 

 
The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson 
 
Two boys. Two secrets. David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best 
friends know the real truth - David wants to be a girl. On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal - to be invisible. Attracting the attention 
of the most beautiful girl in year 11 is definitely not part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship forms. But things are 
about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret for long  



 

Parrotfish by  Ellen Wittlinger  
 
Angela Katz-McNair has never felt quite right as a girl, but it’s a shock to everyone when she cuts her hair short, buys some men’s clothes, and 
announces she’d like to be called by a new name, Grady. Grady is happy about his decision to finally be true to himself, despite the practical 
complications, like which gym locker room to use. And though he didn’t expect his family and friends to be happy about his decision, he also didn’t 
expect kids at school to be downright nasty about it. But as the victim of some cruel jokes, Grady also finds unexpected allies in this thought-provoking 
novel that explores struggles any reader can relate to. 

 
 
 

LGBT+ Quick Reads 
 

 

S/HE by Catherine Bruton 
 
The new kid in class is genderfluid: Raven doesn’t identify either as a boy or as a girl. Kat, the viewpoint character, has feelings for Raven. But she is 
unsure about what this means for her own sexual orientation.  

 

 

Delete by Tim Collins 
 
Ryan is approached by someone claiming to be his ex-boyfriend. But Ryan has never had a boyfriend. He hasn't even told anyone outside his family 
that he's gay. Ryan soon discovers that the boy might not be as crazy as he seems. In a strange white building on the edge of town, he finds out a 
shocking secret about his past. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Being Dan by Donna David  
 
Lucy is leaving for university tomorrow and she and Dan aren’t talking. Dan wants to sort it out. Lucy used to be the best big sister. But if she 
can’t support him in the biggest decision of his life, he doesn’t know how they can ever make up. Lucy needs to face up to her own prejudices and fears. 
Can she do it for the sake of her brother or is it too late? 

 

 

Out! by Iain McLaughlin 
 

This diary belongs to Jacqueline Harrison Jax. (nobody calls me Jacqueline and lives). P.S. If you are reading this and you are not me, you’re in trouble. 

I know who you are and I know where you live… 

 

 

 

 

Sam by Emma Norry 
 

Sam’s friends haven’t been round for months. He spends most of his time online. His schoolwork is suffering. His mum is worried, but Sam reckons she 

doesn’t understand him, not like his online friends. Plus she’s really busy working two jobs. Sam can’t talk to his dad either because he’s gone and got 

himself a new family. Will Sam tell anyone his secret, before it tears him apart?  

 

 

 



 

United by Emma Norry 
 
Zane breathes, eats and sleeps football. As the school’s best striker, he’s an important part of the team. But lately, Zane’s had a lot on his mind. His 
best mate Ola is worried about him, especially when Zane suddenly quits the team. Is Zane jealous of Ola’s new girlfriend, or is something else going 
on? 

 

 

The Last Days of Archie Maxwell by Annabel Pitcher 
 
Dads leave home all the time. It's not that unusual, really. Leon's dad walked out. So did Mo's. But Archie's? Well, that's a different story - a story that 
Archie must keep secret at all cost. Archie knows he should accept Dad for who he is, so he hides his turmoil until he can stand it no longer. With 
nowhere else to turn, he finds himself at the railway track. The track has been calling to him, promising escape, release. The only problem is, it's been 
calling to someone else too 

 
 
 

Graphic Novels/Comics 
 

 

Gender: A Graphic Guide by Meg-John Barker  
 
Is masculinity ‘toxic’? Why are public toilets such a political issue? How has feminism changed the available gender roles – and for whom? Why might 
we all benefit from challenging binary thinking about sex/gender? 
 
In this unique illustrated guide, Meg-John Barker and Jules Scheele travel through our shifting understandings of gender across time and space – from 
ideas about masculinity and femininity, to non-binary and trans genders, to intersecting experiences of gender, race, sexuality, class, disability and 
more.  
 
Tackling current debates and tensions, which can divide communities and even cost lives, Barker and Scheele look to the past and the future to explore 
how we might all approach gender in more caring and celebratory ways. 
 



 

Heartstopper Volume 1 by Alice Oseman  
 
Charlie and Nick are at the same school, but they've never met ... until one day when they're made to sit together. They quickly become friends, and 
soon Charlie is falling hard for Nick, even though he doesn't think he has a chance. 

But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is more interested in Charlie than either of them realised. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Heartstopper Volume 2  by Alice Oseman 
 
Nick and Charlie are best friends. Nick knows Charlie's gay, and Charlie is sure that Nick isn't. 

But love works in surprising ways, and Nick is discovering all kinds of things about his friends, his family ... and himself. 

 

 

Queer: A Graphic History by Meg-John Barker and illustrated by Jules Scheele 
 
Activist-academic Meg-John Barker and cartoonist Jules Scheele illuminate the histories of queer thought and LGBTQ+ action in this groundbreaking 
non-fiction graphic novel. From identity politics and gender roles to privilege and exclusion, Queer explores how we came to view sex, gender and 
sexuality in the ways that we do; how these ideas get tangled up with our culture and our understanding of biology, psychology and sexology; and how 
these views have been disputed and challenged. Along the way we look at key landmarks which shift our perspective of what’s ‘normal’ – Alfred 
Kinsey’s view of sexuality as a spectrum, Judith Butler’s view of gendered behaviour as a performance, the play Wicked, or moments in Casino Royale 
when we’re invited to view James Bond with the kind of desiring gaze usually directed at female bodies in mainstream media. Presented in a brilliantly 
engaging and witty style, this is a unique portrait of the universe of queer thinking. 
 
 

 

Queer Heroes: Meet 53 LGBTQ Heroes from Past and Present by Arabelle Sicardi 
 
This beautiful, bold book celebrates the achievements of LGBTQ+ people through history and from around the world. It features dynamic full-colour 
portraits of a diverse selection of 53 inspirational role models accompanied by short biographies that focus on their incredible successes. From Freddie 
Mercury's contribution to music, Emma González's brave and powerful message, Leonardo da Vinci's artistic legend, Harvey Milk's refusal to stay 
quiet and so many more inspiring queer heroes and icons and their tapestry of stories. Published to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Uprising, this extraordinary book will show children that anything is possible. Discover the inspiring stories of these LGBT artists, writers, innovators, 
athletes, and activists who have made great contributions to culture, from ancient times to present day: 
 
 



LGBT+ Non-Fiction 
 

 

50 Queer Music Icons by Will Larnach-Jones 
 
Featuring beautifully illustrated portraits and profiles, 50 Queer Music Icons Who Changed the World is a tribute to queer ground breakers who changed 
the face of music and popular culture. LGBTQ+ musicians have been pushing for change since the 1920s, with singers such as Bessie Smith crooning 
about same-sex liaisons almost 100 years ago - long before Frankie Goes to Hollywood were telling everyone to 'Relax'. This book is a celebration of 
artists who became icons, and broke new ground through song. From legendary figures such as Freddie Mercury, Little Richard and George Michael, to 
bands like Bronski Beat, The xx and the Village People, and more contemporary figures including Frank Ocean, Beth Ditto and Rufus Wainwright, these 
are the people who made an unforgettable impact. Elegantly illustrated and packaged, these stories make utterly inspirational reading. 
 
 
 

 

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 
 
Two teenagers growing up in Oakland, California. One, Sasha, was born male but identifies as agender, wears skirts and attends a private school. The 
other, Richard, is an African American from a poor part of Oakland who attends a rough public school. They have no reason to meet, except for eight 
minutes every day, they catch the same bus home. And one day, messing about, Richard spies Sasha napping. He flicks the flame of his lighter to 
Sasha's skirt, and Sasha wakes up in a ball of flame. What happens next, as the victim, the perpetrator and the community struggle to come to terms 
with their sadness and shock, is a story of recovery, reconciliation, forgiveness and, above all, hope. It's about the power of being true to yourself, 
bravery and the good and bad in all of us. And, remarkably, it's all true. 

 
 
 

 

Can Everybody Calm Down Please? A Guide to 21st Century Sexuality by Mae Martin 
 
Comedian Mae Martin investigates in this hilarious and intelligent guide to 21st century sexuality. Covering everything from the pros and cons of 
labels, to coming out and the joys of sexual fluidity, Mae ponders all the stuff we get hung up about - and then a bit more. 

Mae's mission is to ensure that in a world that's full of things to worry about, who we choose to kiss should not be one of them. And when it 
comes to sexuality, she asks: 

CAN EVERYONE PLEASE CALM DOWN? 

 



 

From Prejudice to Pride: A History of the LGBTQI+ Movement  by Amy Lame 
 
From Prejudice to Pride looks at the rise and achievements of the LGBTQ+ movement and the different communities, pioneers and stories of 
heartbreak and courage that have marched alongside it. 

Perfect for readers aged 11 and upwards, this book will inspire courage and pride in young LGBTQ+ people and help answer questions for all readers 
interested in gender and identity. 

Follow LGBTQ+ history from ancient civilisations to the present-day, and learn about key events including the trial of Oscar Wilde, the Stonewall riots, 
the AIDS crisis, same-sex marriage and changing laws that have impacted on LGBTQ+ life. Gain insight into the shifting attitudes that have challenged 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and the experiences that help us understand what it means to be LGBTQ+ today. 

 

 

Gil Hearts Girl by Lucy Sutcliffe 
 
An inspiring, uplifting and sympathetic story about sexuality and self-acceptance, Lucy Sutcliffe's debut memoir is a personal and moving coming out 
story. In 2010, at seventeen, Lucy Sutcliffe began an online friendship with Kaelyn, a young veterinary student from Michigan. Within months, they 
began a long distance relationship, finally meeting in the summer of 2011. Lucy's video montage of their first week spent together in Saint Kitts, which 
she posted to the couple's YouTube channel, was the first in a series of films documenting their long-distance relationship. Funny, tender and candid, 
the films attracted them a vast online following. Now, for the first time, Lucy's writing about the incredible personal journey she's been on; from never 
quite wanting the fairy-tale of Prince Charming to realising she was gay at the age of 14, through three years of self-denial to finally coming out to 
friends and family, to meeting her American girlfriend Kaelyn. 
 
 
 
 

 

How to be Happy: A Memoir of  Love, Sex, and Teenage Confusion by David Burton 
 
A funny, sad and serious memoir, How to Be Happy is David Burton’s story of his turbulent life at high school and beyond. Feeling out of place and 
convinced that he is not normal, David has a rocky start. He longs to have a girlfriend, but his first ‘date’ is a disaster. There’s the catastrophe of the 
school swimming carnival—David is not sporty—and friendships that take devastating turns. Then he finds some solace in drama classes with the 
creation of ‘Crazy Dave’, and he builds a life where everything is fine. But everything is not fine. 

And, at the centre of it all, trying desperately to work it all out, is the real David. 

How to Be Happy tackles depression, friendship, sexual identity, suicide, academic pressure, love and adolescent confusion. It’s a brave and honest 
account of one young man’s search for a happy, true and meaningful life that will resonate with readers young and old. 

 



 

The Little Book of Queer Icons by Samuel Alexander  
 
Discover the fascinating stories behind 38 queer icons, all of them ground-breakers, risk-takers and game-changers. Whether they are activists, 
sportspeople, scientists or superstars, every one of these people has been a trailblazer in their field, and deserves to have their achievements 
celebrated the world over. Be empowered and inspired by their extraordinary life stories, their awesome achievements and their wonder-words of 
wisdom with this pocketbook of remarkable people, and prepare to be introduced to your new superheroes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some Assembly Required: the Not-So-Secret Life to a Transgender Teen by Arin Andrews  
 
Seventeen-year-old Arin Andrews shares all the hilarious, painful, and poignant details of undergoing gender reassignment as a high school student in 
this winning memoir.We've all felt uncomfortable in our own skin at some point, and we've all been told that "it's just a part of growing up." But for Arin 
Andrews, it wasn't a phase that would pass. He had been born in the body of a girl and there seemed to be no relief in sight... 
In this revolutionary memoir, Arin details the journey that led him to make the life-transforming decision to undergo gender reassignment as a high 
school junior. In his captivatingly witty, honest voice, Arin reveals the challenges he faced as a girl, the humiliation and anger he felt after getting kicked 
out of his private school, and all the changes--both mental and physical--he experienced once his transition began. Arin also writes about the thrill of 
meeting and dating a young transgender woman named Katie Hill...and the heartache that followed after they broke up. 

 

 

 

The Stonewall Riots by Gayle E Pitman  
 
This book is about the Stonewall Riots, a series of spontaneous, often violent demonstrations by members of the gay (LGBTQ+) community in reaction 
to a police raid that took place in the early morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich Village neighborhood of Manhattan, 
New York City. The Riots are attributed as the spark that ignited the LGBTQ+ movement. The author describes American gay history leading up to the 
Riots, the Riots themselves, and the aftermath, and includes her interviews of people involved or witnesses, including a woman who was ten at the time. 
Profusely illustrated, the book includes contemporary photos, newspaper clippings, and other period objects. A timely and necessary read, The 
Stonewall Riots helps readers to understand the history and legacy of the LGBTQ+ movement.  



 

This Book is Gay by Juno Dawson  
 
Former PSHCE teacher and acclaimed YA author James Dawson gives an uncensored look at what it's like to grow up as LGBT*. Including testimonials 
from people 'across the spectrum', this inclusive book explores everything anyone who ever dared to wonder wants to know - from sex to politics, how 
to pull, stereotypes, how to come-out and more. Spike Gerrell's hilarious illustrations combined with funny and factual text make this a must-read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trans Global: Transgender Then, Now, and Around the World by Honor Head 
 
The whole concept of gender identity is being increasingly challenged and words such as non-binary, pansexual, transgender, cisgender and gender 
dysphoria are becoming commonplace. This book explores the cultures and people of the past who have embraced, challenged or quietly subverted 
society's expectations about gender. It features the current stories of openly transgender people around the world in positions of power and authority, 
who are helping to increase recognition and acceptance of the trans community. And, as trans people often start their journeys in their teens, the book 
explores the experiences of some young people just at the start of their journeys. 
 
 
 
 

 

Trans Mission: My Quest to a Beard by Alex Bertie  
 
Long before he became known for his YouTube videos, Alex Bertie was an isolated, often-afraid transgender teenager looking for answers. In this 
revolutionary memoir and valuable resource, Alex recounts his life, struggles, and victories as a young trans man. Along the way, he provides readers 
with accessible, highly researched explanations of gender, sexuality, and transitions. He explores without judgment how complicated all these things 
can be, and how many equally authentic ways there are to live as yourself and find happiness. 
It can be hard for questioning teens to believe in a brighter future, let alone find any sense of community. Here, with clarity and compassion, Alex writes 
as a supportive older brother for transitioning teens, their allies, their parents, and anyone looking to better understand others -- and themselves. 
 



 

Understanding Sexuality by Honor Head 
 
This book looks at the issues around sexuality - what it means, being lesbian, gay or bisexual, coming out, homophobia and accepting yourself and 
being happy in your own skin. It includes talking and debating points and is perfect for someone starting to question their sexuality or for PSHE lessons. 

It is part of the series My Life, Your Life, which takes a sensitive and positive look at some of the issues that concern children aged 10+. It explores 
issues including sexuality, gender, self-esteem, prejudice and discrimination and promotes and encourages discussion. By thinking creatively and 
critically, children can learn to accept their differences, embrace diversity and improve their sense of self and how they fit into the bigger picture. Each 
title also provides advice in the form of practical ways to cope with distressing or difficult situations. 
 

 

Understanding Transgender by Honor Head 
 
A sensitive book that explores the issue of people who feel they do belong to the gender they were born with. It looks at what this means for the person 
and their family, issues around school policy, bullying and discrimination and explores the journey of transitioning. The book was produced with a 
consultant from the Tavistock and Portman Trust - the primary gender clinic in the UK. It is part of the series My Life, Your Life, which takes a sensitive 
and positive look at some of the issues that concern children aged 10+. It explores issues including sexuality, gender, self-esteem, prejudice and 
discrimination and promotes and encourages discussion. By thinking creatively and critically, children can learn to accept their differences, embrace 
diversity and improve their sense of self and how they fit into the bigger picture. Each title also provides advice in the form of practical ways to cope with 
distressing or difficult situations. 

 

 

What is Gender? How Does it Define Us? And Other Big Questions by Juno Dawson 
 
What's the difference between sex and gender? What does it mean to be defined by your gender? Are there only two genders? This informative book 
helps kids to explore these questions and many more. It explains how your gender can have an impact on your life, what it means to choose your own 
gender identity and the importance of gender equality. Topics covered include gender stereotypes, why there are different toys for boys and girls, being 
intersex and transgender, cross-dressing and gender around the world. You will also hear from a range of people who share their personal gender 
philosophies. Poet Anthony Anaxagorou discusses his masculinity, author Holly Bourne writes about the importance of feminism, Krishna Istha explains 
what it means to be genderqueer and Juno shares her experiences of being transgender. Other contributors and celebrities featured include Miley 
Cyrus, Lady Gaga, John Legend, Jack Monroe, Caitlyn Jenner, RuPaul, Laura Dockrill, Conchita Wurst, Andrew McMillan and Emma Watson. 

 

 

Wain by Rachael Plummer and illustrated by Helene Boppert  
 
Wain is a collection of LGBT themed poetry for teens based on retellings of Scottish myths. The collection contains stories about kelpies, selkies, and 
the Loch Ness Monster, alongside perhaps lesser-known mythical people and creatures, such as wulvers, Ghillie Dhu, and the Cat Sìth. These poems 
immerse readers in an enriching, diverse and enchanting vision of contemporary life. The poems in this collection are fun, surprising, and full of a 
magical mix of myth and contemporary LGBT themes- it is a perfect read for teens who are learning more about themselves, other people, and the 
world around them. Wain is fully illustrated, and aimed at teenagers. Rachel Plummer was commissioned by LGBT Youth Scotland to write the 
collection, and the commission was funded by Creative Scotland. The book is accessible to all readers, Scottish and not it comes with a glossary, which 
explains more about the myths in the poems. There is also a section of writing exercises to encourage young readers to write their own poems, inspired 
by the book. 



 

Yay! You’re Gay! Now What? A Gay Boy’s Guide to Life by Riyadh Khalaf 
 
In this personal, heartfelt go-to guide for young queer guys, broadcaster, YouTuber and LGBT+ advocate Riyadh Khalaf shares frank advice about 
everything from coming out to relationships, as well as encouragement for times when you’re feeling low. There’s a support section for family and 
friends written by Riyadh’s parents and LOADS of hilarious, embarrassing, inspiring and moving stories from gay boys from around the world. Plus 
inspirational gay men including Stephen Fry, Clark Moore and James Kavanagh share the advice they would give to their younger selves. 
Dealing with bullies and homophobia 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evolution of Queer Representation in the Young Adult Genre 

John Goldsmith 

Western Oregon University 2016 

https://digitalcommons.wou.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1095&context=honors_theses 

 

The Provision of LGBT-related fiction to children and young people in English public libraries: a mixed-methods study 

Elizabeth L. Chapman 

University of Sheffield 

https://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/11802/1/PhD%20Elizabeth%20Chapman%20final%20with%20amendments.pdf 

 

They Kind of Rely on the Library: School Librarians Serving LGBT Students 

Shannon  Oltmann 

University of Kentucky 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/e677/21d3cd4d94256e37e7d2ec1f07d48882dbe2.pdf 

 

Teen and YA Books with LGBT Characters – Book Trust 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/l/lgbt-ya/ 

LGBTQIA+ YA Masterlist – YA Pride 

https://www.yapride.org/ 

 

LGBTQ YA LGBTQ Reads 

https://lgbtqreads.com/tag/lgbt-ya/ 

https://digitalcommons.wou.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1095&context=honors_theses
https://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/11802/1/PhD%20Elizabeth%20Chapman%20final%20with%20amendments.pdf
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/e677/21d3cd4d94256e37e7d2ec1f07d48882dbe2.pdf
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/l/lgbt-ya/
https://www.yapride.org/
https://lgbtqreads.com/tag/lgbt-ya/

