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Take Away Task (last session)

Conduct a learning story observation of children’s 
engagement in sorting, matching or handling data 
through child-initiated play.

In addition to noticing and naming learning consider what 
dispositions to learning are being demonstrated by the 
child.

Be prepared to share your learning stories at the next 
session.

Observation and 
Assessment



To discuss money and time

To explore the GCIP framework and highlight digital 
enhancements

To consider developmental stages and progression in money 
and time

To consider money and time through the interactions, 
experiences and spaces

To explore books with a focus on financial literacy

Aims



Reflection

• What was your experience?

• What do you think is the key message that 
children need to get about Money and Time?

• What opportunities do you provide for Money 
and Time in your establishment?



Glasgow Counts Framework



Money and Time
Early Level E’s and O’s

I am developing my awareness of how money is used and can 
recognise and use a range of coins.
MNU 0-09a

I am aware of how routines  and events in my world link with 
times and seasons and have explored ways to record and display 
these using clocks, calendars and other methods.

MNU 0-010a

Glasgow Counts 
Framework
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Digital Enhancements
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Digital Enhancements



Developmental Stages
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Development Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Birth to 5 Matters
Developmental Stages



Key Concepts of Money



Financial Literacy

Money is becoming a more complex concept within mathematics 
with close links to financial literacy.

Earning Spending Saving Borrowing Protecting

Key Concepts of 
Money

Financial 
understanding

Financial 
competence

Financial 
responsibility

Financial 
enterprise

Financial Capability



Brighter Future Ahead?
Action for Children (2022)

“Almost a third of children (30%) worry about 
their family having enough money to live 
comfortably.”

“Among the children we surveyed from low 
income backgrounds, nearly half (47%) said they 
worry, about their family’s finances…”

Key Concepts of 
Money



Understanding Money
3 years old - recognise money, know it is used for ‘paying’, little 
awareness of exchange or value

4 years old - some understanding that different things cost different 
amounts

5 years old – can see link between the cost of the item and the money to 
be paid

6 years old - understand the concept of giving change.

Berti and Bombi; 1981
Citied in Smith and Price; 2018

Key Concepts of 
Money



“With widespread use of debit and credit cards, 
these findings may differ from children's 

knowledge and experience now.”
Smith and Price; 2022

Mathematics in Early Years Education

Key Concepts of 
Money



Experiencing Money

Providing 
opportunities 
for children 
to play with 
money helps 
to develop a 
range of 
mathematical 
concepts:

Sorting and matching – size, colour, 
shape, weight

Numeral recognition

Simple addition and subtraction

Key Concepts of 
Money



Exploring Money

Exchanging1p → 2p…
Where do 
we get it 

from?

What is it 
and what 
do we use 

it for?

Key Concepts of 
Money



Experiences

Key Concepts of 
Money

Coin toss Look closely Treasure Hunt Coin Pattern

Coin Rubbing Grab a Handful



Experiences: Penny Purses

Key Concepts of 
Money

Small change
Shopping with 

money

Recognising 
and sorting 

coins
Exchanging 



Financial Education at Westercraigs Nursery School
begins with Real Life Experiences

Key Concepts of 
Money

Visiting The Royal Bank of Scotland 
in Alexandra Parade

Checking out the Logo



Financial Education at Westercraigs Nursery School
begins with Real Life Experiences

Key Concepts of 
Money

Making a Real Transaction
Pressing the button 

to withdraw cash



Financial Education at Westercraigs Nursery School
begins with Real Life Experiences

Key Concepts of 
Money

Making a Real Transaction

Here’s the £10 note we got 

from the Cash Machine.



Experiences: Purchasing

Key Concepts of 
Money



Experiences: Outdoors 

Penny walk – flip a coin to determine which direction to walk – heads = left / tails 
= right

• Identifying features on a coin

Local walk – explore shop windows talk about what’s for sale, signs and pricing

• Uses of money
Hidden coin – occasionally hide a coin in an area of the outdoor environment e.g. 
mud/sand

• Identify and recognise coins

Go fishing – 1 pennies are magnetic, attach a magnet to string on a stick.

• Counting, addition – how many coins fished?
Plop bucket – bucket of water with a coin in it (different to a 1p) how many 
pennies spent trying to hit the coin.

• Counting

Key Concepts of 
Money



Interactions

Key Concepts of 
Money

I wonder why 
we need 

money in our 
lives? 

I wonder why 
we need 

money in our 
lives? 

I wonder if 
there is 

anything that 
we can’t buy 
with money?

I wonder if 
there is 

anything that 
we can’t buy 
with money?

What do you 
notice about 
these coins?

What do you 
notice about 
these coins?

I wonder which 
items would 

cost less 
money?

I wonder which 
items would 

cost less 
money?

I wonder which 
items would 
cost a lot of 

money?

I wonder which 
items would 
cost a lot of 

money?

Education Scotland;
Money: Professional Learning Resource



Interactions

Key Concepts of 
Money

I wonder what 
is the same 
about these 

coins? 

I wonder what 
is the same 
about these 

coins? 

Is there any 
other way we 

could sort 
them?

Is there any 
other way we 

could sort 
them?

How can we 
sort these 

coins?

How can we 
sort these 

coins?

Which coin 
would you 

rather have? 
Why?

Which coin 
would you 

rather have? 
Why?

I wonder what 
is different 

about these 
coins?

I wonder what 
is different 

about these 
coins?

Education Scotland;
Money: Professional Learning Resource



Spaces

Pre-money coins

Education Scotland;
Money: Professional Learning Resource

Key Concepts of 
Money



Spaces

Key Concepts of 
Money

Role 
play

Shops, cafes, 
bakers, 

hairdressers

Re-usable 
shopping 
bags, tills, 

name badges

Environmental 
print e.g. Visa 

logo and 
catalogues, 

menus, price 
tags

Bank cards, store 
cards, coins 

(real/plastic/woo
d cookies or loose 

parts)

Collection of 
purses and 

wallets with 
different 
fasteners



Digital Money or Digital Currency

Key Concepts of 
Money



Enterprise



Key Concepts of Time



Complexities of Time

Abstract concept

Language of time used inaccurately

Experience is subjective

Key Concepts of Time

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QVPUIRGthI&ab_channel=davidwrightatloppers


Key Features of Learning Time

Measurement of time

• Measure tool – clock, watch
• The ‘time’ something occurs 

e.g. 4.30 or half past four

Passing of time
• Seconds, minutes, hours, days, 

weeks, months, seasons, years
• Age is readily accepted by 

young children – ‘I am a year 
older’, as each birthday 
passes.

3 categories pf passing time
Charlesworth and Lind;1990

Personal time 

• Past, present and future

Social time 

• Sequence of daily events, significant 
days of the week and times of the 
year

Cultural time 

• Measured by clocks and calendars

Key Concepts of Time



Key Concepts of Time

Sequencing 
events and 

using 
comparative 

language

Recognising 
time events 
in the child’s 

personal 
history

Comparing 
different 
units of 

time

Key Concepts of Time



Key Concepts of Time
Sequencing 
events and 

using 
comparative 

language

Sequencing regular events

• Routines of the day – what has happened? What might 
happen next?

• Vocabulary: today, yesterday, morning, afternoon, next, 
before, after, then, now

Describing past events

• Encourage to recall past events – photograph special 
events within the setting

• Use of learning journals to reflect on experiences over 
time

• Vocabulary: days of the week, ages, special events and 
festivals, before, then, next after

Predicting future events

• Talk about what children hope will happen e.g. after 
nursery, at the weekend

• Help plan for special events/celebrations – countdown 
calendar can help mark how many to go/have passed.

“The concept of time 
passing, past, present and 
future, is difficult for young 

children to grasp, as it is 
the immediacy of ‘now’ 

that is most important to 
them.”

Smith and Price; 2022
Mathematics in Early Years Education

Key Concepts of Time



Key Concepts of Time

Calling attention to clocks

• Experience use of clocks as a way of measuring time e.g. snack time, 
home time

Use of calendars

• Recognise regular sequence of days

Birthday charts

• Introduce months in order

Countdown calendar

• Show passage of time

Recognising 
time events 

in the 
child’s 

personal 
history

Key Concepts of Time



Key Concepts of Time

“Telling the time is a 
skill which most 
children do not 

acquire until about 
eight years of age.”

Children may become 
aware of using clocks 
to tell the time 
through:

• Digital clocks 
around the home 
e.g. tv, cooker

Comparing 
different 
units of 

time

Key Concepts of Time

Children 
should 
experience
:

Playing with clocks, watches, sand timers, 
water timers

Using a timer for a defined time period 
e.g. tidying up toys

Clocks in home corner – children can set 
for breakfast/dinner time

Periods of time related to real events e.g. 
‘by the time you have tidied up the blocks 
it will be snack time’.

Regular, recurring sequence of events in 
the day.



One minute sand 
timer

Watching the second hand 
on a clock

Using a kitchen timer

Using an 
online 
timer

Using a stopwatch

Using the timer or 
stopwatch on a phone

Awareness of Time
Key Concepts of Time



Design a weather 
station and collect 
data over a period 
of time e.g. rainfall

Watch an ice cube 
melt

Count how many 
seconds it takes for 

the ball to roll 
down a hill.

Plant seeds and 
watch them grow 

over time

Community walks 
– bus stops, train 

stations etc.

A minute to win it 
challenges

Experiences – Awareness of Time
Key Concepts of Time



Seasons
Key Concepts of Time

“Seasonal and daily variations in the natural world give a multisensory 
indication that changes are happening through time.”

Robertson; 2017
Messy Maths. A Playful, Outdoor Approach for Early Years



Sequencing stories when 
retelling and acting out

Sequence daily events – what 
did I do today?

Being me – exploring photos of 
baby to young child

Link to science outcomes / 
weather.

Children could talk about and 
observe the changes in the 

weather and how the length of 
the day varies.

Use camera to photograph 
natural world as it changes 

through the seasons e.g. a tree 
in the garden.   Create a 

timelapse video.

Allow children to create their 
own pictures/artwork associated 

with the seasons.

Experiment with seasonal 
activities to allow for exploration 

of the senses for example, the 
crunching of the leaves/snow, 
the sound of pouring rain, the 

feel of snow etc.

Experiences
Key Concepts of Time



Interactions

Key Concepts of Time

What did we 
do after…?

What did we 
do after…?

Next we will 
have story 

time. After that 
it will be lunch 

time.

Next we will 
have story 

time. After that 
it will be lunch 

time.

I wonder what 
you will do 

after you eat 
your snack? 

I wonder what 
you will do 

after you eat 
your snack? 

I wonder what 
we will do 

next?

I wonder what 
we will do 

next?

I wonder what 
might happen 
next?  What 

makes you say 
that?

I wonder what 
might happen 
next?  What 

makes you say 
that?

Education Scotland;
Time: Professional Learning Resource



Interactions

Key Concepts of Time

What day is it 
today? What 

day was it 
yesterday? 

What day is it 
today? What 

day was it 
yesterday? 

We will go for 
lunch in one 

hour.

We will go for 
lunch in one 

hour.

I wonder what 
you will do 

after you eat 
your snack? 

I wonder what 
you will do 

after you eat 
your snack? 

I wonder how 
many times you 

can fill this bucket 
before the timer 

runs out? 

I wonder how 
many times you 

can fill this bucket 
before the timer 

runs out? 

Do you think we 
could tidy up 

before the timer 
runs out? 

Do you think we 
could tidy up 

before the timer 
runs out? 

Education Scotland;
Time: Professional Learning Resource



Interactions

Key Concepts of Time

What do you 
notice?

What do you 
notice?

I wonder what 
happened 

next?

I wonder what 
happened 

next?

I wonder why 
we are wearing 
jackets in that 
photo but not 

that one?

I wonder why 
we are wearing 
jackets in that 
photo but not 

that one?

I wonder why the 
trees look 

different in each 
of these 
pictures?

I wonder why the 
trees look 

different in each 
of these 
pictures?

Education Scotland;
Time: Professional Learning Resource



Spaces

Key Concepts of Time



Stories, Songs and Rhymes



Using Picture Books to Explore Money

Stories, Songs and 
Rhymes



Using Picture Book to Explore Time

Stories, Songs and 
Rhymes



Money and Time Songs and Rhymes

• Pop goes the weasel

• Sing a song of sixpence

• Five current buns

• Find a penny pick it up

• Days of the week

• Doctor Foster

• Autumn leaves are falling 
down

• 5 little snowman

Stories, Songs and 
Rhymes



Observation and Assessment



Through observations of play, encouraging children to 
discuss what they are doing and asking them to review 
what they have done you will be able to assess skill in:

Sequencing 
past/daily events 

Discussing events in 
the future

Use of the language 
of time e.g. today, 
yesterday, days of 

the week etc.

Discussing 
significant days, 

dates, times that are 
special to them

Explore the use of 
simple timing 

devices

Role playing the 
buying and 

exchanging money 
for items

Sorting coins 
according to colour, 

size, value

Naming the value of 
some coins

Exchanging a 
number of coins 

(using small change) 
for ‘cost’ of an item

Stories, Songs and 
Rhymes





Leadership of Change - Moderation



Writing your Baseline Analysis



Moderation



Next Steps
• Complete baseline analysis and begin interventions for outcome 2 by 

end of December

• Continue to deliver key interventions

• Continue to record Professional Learning and Family Learning 
opportunities within HGIOP template

Note date changes

Numeracy through Block Play (optional) 22/11/22 9:30 – 3PM

HGIOP 2 - Interim 3/3/23 9.30-12PM

HGIOP 3 - Final 25/4/23 9:30 – 12PM
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