
Developmental Stages of Writing 

 
Progression flow adapted from: 

From Birth to Five Years; Children’s Developmental Progress, 4th Edition 

Table sourced from: 

https://www.whps.org/uploaded/Offices/Curriculum_Instruction_and_Assessment/FamiliesAcademics/Stages_of_Writing_Development.pdf 

By approx. 12-15 months:

Random marks on paper

By approx. 15-18 months:

Vigorous to-and-fro scribble

By approx. 24 months:

Circular scribbles

Lines and ‘V’ shapes

By approx. 30 months :

More intentional circle scribble 
or immature circles emerge

By approx. 3 years old: 

Begin to draw pictures with 
recognisable features, most 
commonly a human figure

Draw circle first and then draw arms 
and legs projecting directly from the 
circle.

By approx. 4 years old:                           
More angles visible                                     
Can copy a cross                                         
Can copy some letters                      
Drawing and writing become distinct 
activities

By approx. 4 ½ years old:                       
Can copy a square                                 
Begin to add body and other features 
to human figures

By approx. 5 years old:                                        
Make clear and accurate oblique cross              
Lines become straighter                                    
Angles become sharpe                                        
Begin to make 3-dimensional 
representations i.e. base of cylinderBegin 
to add limbs to human figures                                                                     
Make attempt to write own name                      
May attempt to label drawings using 
invented spellings with some recognisable 
letters.

https://www.whps.org/uploaded/Offices/Curriculum_Instruction_and_Assessment/FamiliesAcademics/Stages_of_Writing_Development.pdf


Development of Tripod Grasp 
 

 

“A child needs to have well-developed hand use, grasps and fine motor skills in order to control a pencil accurately.  

Check to see whether the child is able to:  

• grasp objects with their whole hand 

• manipulate objects such as turning them over, moving them around in their fingers using one hand and two hands together  

• pick up small objects using a pincer grip (tips of thumb and index finger)  

• pick up objects or manipulate them using a tripod grip (thumb, index and middle fingers)  

• use co-ordinated fine motor skills during play.” 

NHS Foundation Trust: Children, Young People and Families Occupational Therapy Team 

Handwriting Development 


