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BATTLEFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Nurturing School Policy

Battlefield Primary School has a positive nurturing ethos which we endeavour to maintain.  Our nurturing school ethos permeates all that we do and ensures that relationships between all staff and pupils are respectful and welcoming.  
Battlefield’s Nurture group policy stems from nurture training and support received from Glasgow City Council and the ongoing development of our dedicated Nurture class run in the school by Lauren Currie (Nurture Teacher), Kathleen Carberry (Nurture Assistant) and Laura Imrie (Nurture coordinator.)  The Nurture Group policy and the Nurturing school policy is quality assured through the Nurture Group Quality Assurance procedures set by Glasgow City Council.   Our policies are based on the theories of attachment as described by The Warnock Report of 1978, the Education (Scotland) Act 1989 and Nurture Group Principles as outlined by the Nurture Group Network.  

Rationale

The Nurture group cannot exist effectively in isolation and requires a whole school nurturing approach.   The theory and principles underpinning the school’s Nurture Room, known as The Honeypot, are replicated though the whole school. This means a belief that the quality of children’s educational progress and academic performance rests on foundations of emotional security and from the support of caring adults. It is paramount that children’s learning is based on their developmental needs in this is considered when planning the curriculum and differentiating for groups and individuals.    
Aims

· To operate a policy of social inclusion through dissemination of nurture principles to all staff.
· To facilitate consistency of approaches and shared whole school responsibility in meeting the needs of pupils and in particular, vulnerable children.  
· To encourage warm and effective relationships throughout our school community.    
· To maintain shared values which are discussed regularly and openly with all members of the school community.
· An understanding that an appreciation of Adverse Childhood Experiences can influence the outcomes for a young person.

Principles

The success of the Whole School Nurturing School Policy relies on the whole school following our Nurture Principles:

· Children’s Learning is understood developmentally.

· The classroom offers a safe base

· The importance of nurture for the development of wellbeing

· Language is a vital means of communication.
· The importance of transition in children’s lives
· All behaviour is communication. 

We ensure these are displayed in all classes and communal areas in language our pupils understand:
· I learn in my own way

· My classroom makes me feel safe

· I am learning to feel good on the inside

· I am learning to put my feelings into words

· I am learning to cope when things go differently to what I expected

· My behaviour is telling you something 
Planning for Effective Learning and Teaching

The Nurturing Principles should contribute to the four capacities:
· Confident Individuals

· Successful Learners

· Effective Contributors

· Responsible Citizens

The children should learn and develop skills, which will enable them to;

· Express and manage their emotions

· Communicate effectively and express opinions

· Manage their personal needs

· Work as independently as possible

· Take responsibilities for their own actions and learning targets

· Participate and cooperate effectively in groups 

· Make their own decisions

· Assess their own abilities and capabilities

The curriculum should be planned in accordance with CFE Experiences and Outcomes, underpinned by the nurture principles.  
Learning and teaching approaches should be flexible and responsive to the needs of the children taking into account that learning and teaching styles are different. Teachers demonstrate empathy with pupils at all times and foster this attribute.  It is important that all staff manage emotions and avoid reacting impulsively.  Positive behaviour strategies, target setting and consistent boundaries and routines all help enable pupils to learn.  
Nurture teacher and coordinator regularly monitor and evaluate the whole school nurture provision.  
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