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What is EAL
In Battlefield Primary we are extremely privileged to have children in our school who come from a diverse range of backgrounds. Many children in our school are bilingual (speaking 2 languages) and even multilingual (speaking more than 2 languages). EAL stands for English as an additional language. This refers to these pupils for whom English is not their first language and who may speak, read and write other languages at home. EAL pupils may require specialised support in school with English.

Our Context
At Battlefield Primary School there are more than 25 different languages spoken by pupils in our school community and our children have connections to many countries all around the world making Battlefield Primary a global family. Currently around 30% of the children in our school are EAL. The language most commonly spoken by EAL pupils in our school is Urdu. 
Our EAL pupils all come to us with a wide range of experiences in terms of language development. Some children are asylum seekers or refugees, and some are the children of economic migrants. Our EAL pupils also include children who were born and raised in the UK speaking a language other than English.
Depending on each individual’s experience of language and how competent they are in their first language will determine how much support they require with English.

Our Aims and Visions for EAL Learners
At Battlefield we strive to ensure the following for our EAL learners:
*Value the crucial importance of a child’s first language in supporting their learning of English. (solid foundations in 1 language greatly help learning another).
*Celebrate a child’s first language and provide opportunities for using it when learning.
*Children are immersed in a multilingual environment that values the diversity and experiences of all.
*Plan and deliver appropriate support for EAL learners both within the classroom setting and if required through targeted support with the school’s EAL teacher. 
*Carry out assessment of each child’s acquisition of English twice a year to monitor progress and set targets.


How do we deliver support for EAL pupils
In class support
Many EAL pupils can be sufficiently supported within the classroom context. Teachers use many strategies including:
*Use of visuals
*Word banks
*Vocabulary building tasks
*Talking and listening activities
*Scaffolding writing/ use of writing templates
*Use of bilingual dictionaries
*Translanguaging (using more than 1 language to access the curriculum).

New Arrivals
When a child first arrives into the school, particularly if they have just arrived from another country, it is important that they have 2 or 3 weeks to settle into their new classroom and learn the routines and workings of the school. At this time if the child is new to English, the main focus would be on survival vocabulary to allow the child to interact with others and meet their basic needs.
Referrals
If a class teacher feels that a child needs some more support with their English they will complete a referral form and send it to the school EAL teacher. This should identify the main areas of concern and highlight strategies which are already in place to support the learner. The EAL teacher will then carry out an initial basic EAL assessment and in collaboration with the class teacher agree on a plan for support. This may include targeted group support. This process is the same for both newly arrived pupils and children who are already in the school.

Assessing and monitoring of EAL learners
Twice a year the level of acquisition of English of each EAL pupil in Battlefield primary school is assessed. This assessment is very important as it allows teachers to see progress which children are making as well as identifying targets for them to work on in their English development. At the end of the assessment each child is given a language level. The language levels of acquisition are:
New to English
Early Acquisition
Developing Competence
Competent
Fluent
A child can be working on a particular level for a while as it can take up to 7 years for a child to become fully confident when learning a new language.

Self-Evaluation
The essence of our school are the values we promote and they underpin everything that we do. At Battlefield Primary School we strive to provide the highest quality of education for all our pupils. One vital way in which we do this is through continuous self-evaluation and reflection. For EAL we evaluate the learning of our pupils who receive targeted support weekly and then in more detail on a termly basis.
Our school EAL Action Plan is also regularly reviewed and updated, ensuring that we are continuously striving to ensure that EAL provision in Battlefield is in line with current thinking, fit for purpose, meets the needs of all learners and promotes a passion for language learning within our school community.
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