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1  Rationale
Our vision is a voice for all and a love of learning. This policy sets out how children at Annette Street learn about their rights, exercise them, and influence decisions about their own school.
It reflects the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Act 2024, whose duty on public authorities to act compatibly with UNCRC requirements commenced on 16 July 2024 and applies to this school. Article 12 — the right of a child to express a view on matters affecting them and to have that view given due weight — is the article this policy exists to deliver.
	Consultation that changes nothing teaches children that their voice does not count. We ask fewer questions, and we act on the answers.



2  Learning about rights
Rights are taught explicitly from P1, in age-appropriate language, using the UNCRC articles themselves rather than a paraphrase. Children learn that rights belong to every child, cannot be earned or removed as a consequence, and come with responsibilities towards the rights of others. Class charters are written by children in the first weeks of each session, connect the rights to the daily life of the classroom, and are referred to rather than laminated and forgotten.
3  How children have a say
	Route
	How it works

	Class level
	Class charters, regular class meetings, and children’s involvement in agreeing routines, layout and rules. The most important route, because it is the one every child uses.

	Pupil Council
	Elected representatives from each class, meeting regularly with a member of the Senior Leadership Team, with a budget and a record of decisions taken and implemented.

	Pupil voice groups
	Standing groups on the areas children care about — playground, environment, reading, digital, wellbeing — open to volunteers rather than to elected members only.

	Consultation on decisions
	Children are consulted on decisions that affect them: playground changes, the clubs programme, the school improvement plan, and PEF spending through the participatory budgeting process.

	Individual voice
	Children contribute to their own Child’s Plan, target setting, transition planning and review meetings, with support to do so where needed.

	Everyday routes
	A worry box, a named trusted adult, and the expectation that any adult here will listen when a child needs to say something.



4  Reaching every child
A voice for all means all. Children new to English, children with communication needs and children who are quiet or reluctant are the ones most easily missed and the ones whose views we most need. We use Widgit, images, home language, small groups, drawing, one-to-one conversation and time, and we check who has not been heard from rather than assuming silence means agreement.
Care experienced children, children with additional support needs and children who have recently arrived are specifically included in consultation, and their participation is monitored rather than left to chance.
5  Closing the loop
Every consultation is followed by feedback to children: what they said, what we are doing about it, and where we cannot do what they asked, why. This is not optional and it is not a courtesy — it is the part that makes participation real. Decisions taken by pupil groups are published in a form children can read, and progress is reported back at assemblies.
6  Roles and review
	Who
	Responsibility

	Head Teacher
	Ensures children are consulted on significant decisions and that the school acts compatibly with the UNCRC.

	Depute Head Teacher
	Coordinates the Pupil Council and voice groups, monitors who is being heard, and ensures feedback is given.

	Class teachers
	Run class charters and class meetings, support elections, and make sure every child in the class has a route to be heard.

	Children
	Take part, represent their classmates honestly, and hold the adults to what was agreed.



Participation is reviewed annually, including which groups of children are and are not being heard. This policy is reviewed by June 2029.
Linked policies: Equalities; Curriculum Rationale; Health and Wellbeing; Behaviour and Relationships; PEF Consultation and Participatory Budgeting; Learning for Sustainability and Outdoor Learning; Play Rationale; Care Experienced Pupils.
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APPENDIX 1 - INTIMATE CARE PRINCIPLES APPENDIX 2 - INTIMATE CARE CHECKLIST
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Before providing intimate care, ask:
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Is the child’s dignity
being protected?

Have | explained what
| am doing?

Can the child do any
part independently?

Is another member
of staff aware?

EVERY CHILD,
EVERY CHANCE,

Am | following infection
EVERY DAY

prevention procedures?

Do | need to
record this?

Does the child feel safe
and reassured?
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Treat every child with
dignity and respect

Encourage independence

Protect privacy

Follow safeguarding procedures
Use appropriate PPE

Maintain confidentiality

Communicate with
parents appropriately

Record concerns accurately
Promote inclusion and wellbeing 8

Dignity » Respect  Independence « Safety
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Every child has the right to be treated with dignity, compassion and respect.  

1  Vision and aims   Some children require support with intimate care because of their age, medical needs, disability, additional  support needs, continence needs or temporary illness. Our priority is to ensure that intimate care is  provided safely, sensitively and respectfully , while promoting independence, protecting privacy and  safeguarding the wellbeing of every child.   We aim to safeguard the dignity, rights and wellbeing of every child; ensure intimate care is provided  safely, consistently and respectfully; promote children’s independence wherever possible; provide staff  with clear guidance and procedures; work in partn ership with parents, carers and health professionals;  meet the requirements of Glasgow City Council Management Circular 97; and keep safeguarding  responsibilities central to all intimate care arrangements.   This policy reflects GIRFEC and the UNCRC; the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act  2004 as amended; the Equality Act 2010; the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974; the Data Protection  Act 2018 and UK GDPR; Scottish Government gui dance on  Supporting Children and Young People with  Healthcare Needs in Schools ; Glasgow City Council MC97, Intimate Care Guidance and Child Protection  Procedures; and NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde infection prevention and control guidance.   2   What we mean by intimate care   Intimate care is any support involving personal care where a child’s privacy, dignity and wellbeing must be  protected. It may include toileting support; changing wet or soiled clothing; changing continence products;  washing intimate areas; menstrual care;  assistance with dressing following intimate care; support following  an accident or illness; and support before or after swimming or physical activity where appropriate. It does  not normally include routine first aid unless personal care support is required .   3  Our principles   We will always treat every child with dignity and respect; explain what we are doing before providing  support; seek the child’s agreement wherever possible; encourage children to do as much for themselves  as they are able; protect privacy at all times; mai ntain confidentiality; work in partnership with families;  safeguard children and staff; and provide support that is responsive to individual needs.  

