WOODWORK BENCH
Information for Parents
Working Together to Achieve More
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WHAT DO CHILDREN LEARN FROM WORKING WITH WOOD?
Woodwork is part of the core curriculum in nursery. 
Each room has a workbench, a vice, hammer, saw, different sizes of nails, various sizes of wheels, small pieces of soft wood and a large black of wood. We also have small, hand held drills. 

Children can hammer nails into the large block or make items using the smaller pieces. Safety is of paramount importance. Only one child at a time is allowed to use the bench at a time and safety goggles must be worn. 
Children will:

· Learn to use tools and follow safety rules, developing personal risk awareness.

· Develop fine motor skills

· Develop hand eye coordination

· Experience the satisfaction of handling wood

· Build self-esteem and have a sense of achievement

· Build confidence in using tools

· Lengthen concentration span and persevere at tasks that at first may be difficult

· Develop strength and skill

· Be creative and use imagination, designing and solving problems
· Have opportunities to problem solve

· Understand that wood shavings, sawdust, cork, bark, wood are all part of the same thing

· Listen to information
· Build skills to support STEAM and Developing the Young Workforce
Adult role – how do adults support children to develop these skills

· Ensure that safety rules are followed at all times and tools are not removed from the woodwork bench

· Provide good quality tools that children can manage

· Organise the area well to ensure safety e.g. silhouettes for tools, suitable receptacles for nails, wheels etc.

· Ensure an adequate supply of resources, wood, nails, spare blades for saw etc.

· Supervise and observe

· Discuss where appropriate

Language development opportunities
· Names of resources

· Mathematical language – short/long, big/small, shapes, counting

· Descriptive language – sharp/blunt, difficult, cutting, sawing, hammering
· Discussing problem solving strategies

Children’s responsibilities

· To put on googles before starting

· Follow the safety rules

· Replace resources when finished
