ATTENDANCE

Information for Parents
Working Together to Achieve More
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Why is it important that your child attends Nursery regularly?

· It establishes good work habits for later life.

· Activities and learning opportunities are not missed out on.

· Friendships are developed and become more stable.

· Children feel more secure in nursery, and welcome it as part of their routine.

· Activities and learning opportunities which run for more than one day are completed.

· Learning is built upon, and skills are practised to secure knowledge.
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What happens when your child does not attend regularly?

· Your child will begin to fall behind their peer group and this could impact on their confidence and abilities when starting school.
· This may also affect their social groups, as their friends begin to play with other children instead.

· They value their learning less, as they stop seeing nursery as important. This can also impact on their school life
· 80% attendance is the same as one day off every week. Which is equivalent to 40 days (8 weeks!!) absence each nursery year.

· Significant areas of the nursery curriculum are missed and this may impact on your child’s future learning and development as it can be difficult to catch up.

How can you make it easier for your child to attend school?

· Only keep your child off if they are genuinely ill. Make sure we have up to date contact numbers, so that we can contact you during the day if your child does become unwell. That way, you can send your child to nursery with the confidence that you will be contacted immediately if we believe they are unwell. 
· Where possible please do not arrange holidays during term time.  This can affect your child’s opportunities for learning.

· Discuss any worries early!!!
Please feel free to speak with your child’s keyworker, Stewart or Elizabeth

What can you do to help us when your child is off?

· Phone or text the nursery to let us know why your child is absent, and how long they will be absent for.

· If your child has a planned absence (like an operation), you can inform us in advance.
· Keep in touch with us, so that we know how your child is recovering. Management, staff and other pupils have a real concern for all children at Treetop, and always want to know how your child is recovering, and how they are feeling.

The nursery telephone number is

01383 602376
If we are concerned about your child’s attendance, or we don’t have a reason for their absence, we will:
· Contact you to ask why your child is not at nursery.
· Visit you at home
· Write to you during the year to inform you of your child’s absences.
· Contact your health visitor
· Arrange a meeting with one of the management team to see if we can do anything to help your child attend more regularly.

If we are worried that your child is absent from nursery without a good reason, we will …

· Ask you to come into nursery to discuss any worries you may have.
· Eventually, we may contact other agencies to help you support your child’s attendance. This would always be done after full consultation with parents.

