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How will children be kept safe?





Staff will discuss the rules and responsibilities of using the woodwork area with the children to ensure they have a solid understanding of the resources and the safety aspects of using this area. The woodwork area will be supervised, monitored and the children observed using the tools and resources.  Staff will ensure that all children are aware of the safety rules and that they are followed at all times.  Staff will encourage children to pick up any tool which has fallen on the floor immediately.  Staff will ensure that all tools are kept in the woodwork area and that children are never allowed to wander around with them.   Staff will be there to support and encourage children’s creative ideas.  





What do children learn in this area?





This area will develop children’s independence and build self esteem through the sense of achievement gained from using their new skills and knowledge to create.  





Children will develop skill, coordination and strength when using tools such as hammers, screwdrivers and saws.  Children will practise and develop both fine motor skills and hand eye coordination when using this resource.











Why have a Woodwork Area?





The woodwork area is part of the core curriculum in nursery.  





It ‘ is a very important area in the nursery as it supports children’s personal, social and emotional development by providing opportunities to make choices, show curiosity, develop new skills, develop confidence and autonomy, and sometimes become involved for longer periods of time.  Woodwork especially is challenging, and can therefore give children a powerful sense of context to learn about tackling problems and managing possible dangers, turning to adults for help when necessary’ 


(Tina Bruce – Core Experiences 2009).








What is the Woodwork Area?





In the woodwork area, there will be a workbench, a vice, hammer, saw, different sizes of nails, small pieces of soft wood and a large block of wood.  Children can hammer nails into the large block of wood or make items using the small pieces of wood.  There is a pair of goggles for children to wear whilst working.  Woodwork is an individual activity.  Only one child will be in this area working at a time.  Safety is of paramount importance and children are all trained in the safe use of the tools including the vice.  


The woodwork area may be indoors or outdoors.




















Children will develop language.  They will learn the names of the resources.  They will also learn new mathematical language, such as, short/long, big/small and shape names.  They will develop early maths skills such as measuring, estimating, number and shape.  Children will develop and use a variety of problem solving skills and strategies.   





Children will lengthen their concentration span through creative and problem solving experiences.  





























If you have any questions or would like to discuss the woodwork area, please contact a member of our Nursery Team who will be happy to chat with you.








