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The water tray offers children a variety of opportunities for learning. 





It provides opportunities for early learning in science as children explore the properties of water through their play and experiment using the water toys. At times children will also experience what happens to water under different conditions, such as the formation of ice. Children will have the opportunity to talk about what happens and make predictions e.g. What will float and what will sink





Mathematical language is developed as children talk about their experiences. The language of measure e.g. full, empty, fast and slow will be encouraged. 














Water is provided in the Nursery every day. The water tray is emptied and cleaned after every Nursery session to ensure the highest standards of hygiene. Children are also taught to wash their hands before and after use. 





A range of different toys are available for the children to use at the water tray. The children’s independence is encouraged through the children selecting the water toys they would like to use, mopping up water which has been spilt and tidying up the water toys when they have finished playing. Children are taught how to put on water aprons to protect their clothes and how to hang these up when they have finished 





Children may choose to play alone, next to or with other children.

















There will be many opportunities for the children to play imaginatively, supporting the development of a rich and varied vocabulary. 





During their play social skills will be developed as children learn to negotiate and share the space and toys.  





The water area may also be used to support a child who is feeling upset or anxious as it has a soothing and calming effect. 


























If you have any questions or would like to discuss water play please contact a member of our Nursery Team who will be happy to chat with you.








