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environment is regularly checked to ensure that your child is playing in a safe but interesting environment.





Parents can take their children for walks to our forest kindergarten site and encourage them to talk about what they have been doing and learning. This gives children the opportunity to share their knowledge and skills.





Although we use our natural surroundings as a stimulus for learning, we can add resources to extend and challenge children’s thinking.  Some of the resources we may use in the woods are:


Ropes and pulleys


Compasses 


Binoculars


Tools. For example, saws, knives, potato peelers


Information books to help with bird, animal or tree recognition


Paper, pencils or crayons


Fire making/extinguishing materials


Torches


String


Blankets, tarpaulin

















The Forest Kindergarten initiative started in Fife a few years ago. It was felt that some children were missing out on the kinds of experiences that we had as children - the freedom to play in woods, to take risks, to play together without adult interference. Forest Kindergarten allows children these experiences in a safe environment.





Forest Kindergarten offers children regular opportunities to learn through play within their local woodland.  These experiences cater to all young children’s learning styles, ages and stages of development.  Young children need to take risks to learn about and understand their own capabilities.  They also need space to learn about what their bodies can do, develop stamina, coordinate and develop their vestibular sense and balance.





Staff will observe children outdoors, in the same way they do indoors, and evaluate their play.  Staff will help the children to plan their next steps and direct their learning in an engaging and challenging way.  





Safety is paramount, but learning how to keep safe should be done through play to keep children focused.  Lots of different games are used to help the children understand about keeping safe.  The outdoor 
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss Forest Kindergarten please contact a member of our Nursery Team who will be happy to chat with you.
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