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St Pauls R C Primary, Rimbleton Avenue, Glenrothes,KY6 2AT

Tel: 01592 583462 | Reception/Internal: 445087 
Email: stpaulsrcps.enquiries@fife.gov.uk
What is a School Travel Plan?

A School Travel Plan is a commitment from a school to create a package of measures, which together will encourage safer, healthier and more environmentally friendly travel by both staff and pupils. A school travel plan encompasses projects such as Safer Routes to School, active school travel, Eco Schools, Health promoting Schools and looks in detail in the classroom at issues ranging from the education of a change in transport culture to behaviour on school buses.

Aims of the School Travel Plan

· To identify and promote safer routes to school.

· To improve road safety education and encourage children to see the benefits of walking/cycling/scooting as a healthy, beneficial and preferred mode of transport to school.

· To increase the number of pupils walking and cycling to school in safety.

· To reduce traffic congestion around school.

 Benefits of the STP

For the school:
· Improve safety and reduced pollution

· Reduce traffic congestion around school

· Established safe routes to travel to and from school

For Pupils:

· Raised understanding of travel awareness and road and personal safety.

· Increased knowledge and awareness of the local community and environment.

· Improvement in health and wellbeing through increased exercise, fresh air and meeting up with other children. 

For Parents:

· Reduced stress about driving, parking and dropping off. 

· More time spent with children while walking to school.

· Meeting other parents.

· Reduced concern about safety at school gates.

For the community

· Improved community awareness

· Creation of a safer environment

· Less traffic congestion

Background

St Paul’s Primary School was built in 1960. It is a Roman Catholic school serving children in Glenrothes, Leslie and the surrounding area.  
We have ample accommodation allowing separate rooms for drama, PE, ICT and the school library. At present we have 8 classes. We are lucky to have a two large playgrounds and green areas within our school grounds and our pupils enjoy a large variety of playground equipment including a trim trail.
Our staffing complement is enhanced by a learning support teacher, and Pupal Support Assistants.  We aim to provide a caring, secure and stimulating learning environment which will enable all children to learn to the best of their ability, keeping Christ at the centre and providing opportunities for all children to reach their full potential.
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	SCHOOL DETAILS
May 2017
	

	School Roll
	203 

	No. of Classes
	8

	Age Range of pupils
	4 -12

	Nursery classes
	None

	Secondary school
	St. Andrew’s High School

	Parent Council
	Yes

	Disabled access
	Partial

	Opening Times                      
	Monday - Friday 9.00 - 3.00 

	Disabled Access
	Complete access to lower floor 


There is limited parking available for staff and official visitors to the school. 
Current Issues

St Paul’s large catchment area means that the school faces different issues in relation to School Travel compared to other schools in the Glenrothes area.

As they live more than one mile from the school, 126 of the school’s 203 pupils are eligible for a school bus pass.  

St Paul’s has five school buses covering the following routes:

· Balfarg / Cadham / Woodside / Warout – St Paul’s

· Formonthills / Coul / Pitcairn /  Collydean / South Parks – St Paul’s

· Leslie / Macedonia / Newcastle / Caskieberran – St Paul’s

· Lochty View / Finglassie / Stenton / Pitteuchar – St Paul’s

· Markinch / Woodside – St Paul’s

There is a dedicated turning circle for buses at the main entrance to the School.  
The school sits on Caskieberran Drive, which is one of the main routes through Glenrothes.  It is a very busy road that now has a crossing point at the East End of Caskieberran drive.  There is an underpass on the western boundary of the school but this would add significantly to a child’s walking route to school. The speed limit on the road is currently 30 miles per hour.  Children do not cross this road without an adult present.
……..At present parents park outside the school on Rimbleton Avenue causing congestions and it is dangers for pedestrians. This situation causes difficultly for the buses to park on the turning circle or manoeuvre safely.

Comments about School Travel

Parking at the School

Travel Action Group

Our Travel Action Group is our Pupil Council plus Parent Council.  Matra Rammage who is our School Travel Plan Coordinato,r came to meet with the children and parents to help us create our plan. The Community Police also came along to both meetings.
It was agreed that the pupils would undertake a mapping exercise of how the children travel to school and where the issues are.  The pupils were involved in thinking of ways to encourage the children to walk to school, rather than to travel by car. 
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School Travel Plan Questionnaires

Results of Parents Surveys

To establish our current travel behaviours, questionnaires were distributed using survey monkey to pupils,, parents and staff.  48 completed surveys were returned. 
[image: image4.png]Current Travel Modes

Car Cycle Park & Walk





[image: image5.png]Current Travelling Distances

Within 5 miles
Within 4 miles 4%
13%
Within 3
miles
15%

Within 2miles
33%





[image: image6.png]Travel Modes of those who live
within 1 mile of the school

Public
Cycle ort
6%

Park & Walk
12%

Car
6%





The above diagrams shows that the majority of pupils, who live within a mile,  walk to school.  Other pupils travel with friends on the school bus, travel by car or cycle.  
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When parents were asked if they would prefer their children to travel to school activity, the majority said they would.  However, comments were made by parents about the safety of children outside of the school due to cars parking on bends, on kerbs, at t junctions and reversing around corners. 

Mapping Work
We carried out a mapping exercise which involved the pupils in each class marking the route they normally take to school on a map of the area. The exercise gave us information about where most of the children live and which routes they took to and from school each day.  

The main routes identified for walking to and from school were:

· Bevan Court Parking

· Laxford Road 

· Bilsland Road linked to the Rimbleton Strip

· Rimbleton Avenue

Route Audit

A Street Safety Audit of routes was carried out on the morning of Tuesday 17th January 2017. The audit was attended by some of the upper School Travel Action Team and a parents from Parent Council. 

Denise Richmond (DR) and Marta Ramage of Transportation Services led the audit. 
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After this a report was created by Traffic Management detailing the issues raised and recommendations. 

Please see appendix 1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Action Plan

	Issue
	Action
	Who
	Timescale

	Launch of the school Travel Plan

	Encourage parents, pupils and staff to read this. Add to website and send out information.
	Travel Plan Group and SMT
	Aug 2017
Plan to be updated every year.

	Parents parking and manoeuvring in Rimbleton Avenue at peak times are causing problems for

pedestrians. 

	School to contact parking management regularly to request enforcement of the existing waiting

restrictions.

The school should contact the community police regularly to ask for a presence at peak times to

discourage dangerous manoeuvres.

Fife Council to investigate extent of waiting restrictions and consider extending them. Long term

measure

Work with school estates to improve the area outside the pedestrian and vehicle gates.

The school to promote the Bevan Court remote footpath link to the West pedestrian gate (during launch bunting and signs to be displayed showing this route to school). 

Introduce thermoplastic mats on routes to gate, improving signing and lining at Bevan Court. 

Request dropped kerbs at entrance
	School Team

School Team

Denise Richmond

Denise Richmond

Travel Action Team
Denise Richmond Fife Council

Denise Richmond Fife Council
	3 times per year

3 times a year

2020+

2020+

Aug 2017
By 2020

By 2020

	The footway on Laxford Road around the entrance to Bevan Court does not have dropped kerbs

and there is a section missing.

	Request drop kerbs
	Denise Richmond Fife Council
	By 2020

	Encourage children to be more active coming to school.
	Take part in WOW and other initiatives and activities
	Whole school community led by Travel Action Team
	Aug 2017
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