
Purposeful Play at 
St Leonard’s



Why Play?

http://www.gov.scot/resource/0042/00425722.pdf


Observation
Look, listen, interact, record

Assessment
Analysing/discussing 
observations.  What do these tell 
us about the learner? 

Planning and Next Steps
experiences and opportunities/learning 
environment/resources/routines/the Role of 
practitioner



Why Play?



Our Rationale



Our Rationale
During Term 1, St Leonard’s Purposeful Play 
Rational was developed.

During research it was clear that play linked 
well with our values. 

• Honesty 

• Respect

• Fairness

• Ambition 

Through a variety play opportunities our 
children are provided with the chance to 
develop each value. Briggs and Hansen 
(2012)



Children learn through experiences which include:

Playing

Being with other people

Being active



Exploring new things and experiences

Talking to themselves

Communicating about what they are doing 
with someone who responds to their ideas

Children learn through experiences which include:



Representing ideas and experiences

Meeting physical and mental challenges

Being shown how to do things

Children learn through experiences which include:



Practising, repeating, applying skills 

Having fun

Learning, Playing and Interacting 
Good practice in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Children learn through experiences which include:



• Awareness of those around them

• Promotes independence in a secure environment

Social Development

The appropriateness of play

• Provides experiences within social situation
• Stimulates conversations

Emotional Development



• Fine and Gross Motor skills

• Spatial awareness

• Sensory awareness

Cognitive Development

Physical Development

The appropriateness of play

“children are just beginning to grow in their play development at the ages 4-7”
(Bruce et al, 2010, p. 357)



Play within Curriculum for Excellence

Play Strategy for Scotland
Active Learning

• Four capacities

• Subject Disciplines

• Types of play

“All areas of the curriculum can be enriched and developed through play”
(Scottish Executive, 2007, p. 5)



Leo’s Learning Zones



Skills developed in Leo’s Learning Zones



Curricular and Core Provision Zones



Play-based 
learning across 
the years



Our Journey with Play 
so far...
Nursery



Primary 1



Primary 2



Primary 3 - 4



Primary 5 - 7



“Play is key to raising attainment” 

Scottish Government


