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	Trusted Technique
	Key Features of Focus

	
Inside–Outside Circle (Quiz–Quiz–Trade)

	Inside–Outside Circle (Quiz-Quiz-Trade format) involves pupils forming two facing circles to quiz each other using prepared question cards. After each round, they swap cards and rotate to new partners, allowing repeated practice with questions of varying complexity. Through this interactive process, pupils engage in peer assessment as they question, respond, and provide feedback to one another, recognising strengths and identifying areas for improvement. This ongoing exchange promotes deeper understanding, enhances retrieval of key concepts, and builds confidence in applying knowledge across different contexts.

	
Showdown

	
Showdown allows groups to collaboratively generate and justify answers before revealing them, developing critical thinking, reasoning, and self-regulation.

	
Mix–Pair–Share

	

Mix–Pair–Share begins with pupils moving around the room (“mix”) until they find a partner (“pair”) to discuss a prompt or question (“share”). This structure encourages active engagement as pupils interact with multiple partners, exchange ideas, and hear different perspectives. Through these repeated dialogues, learners refine their understanding, develop communication skills, and build confidence in expressing their thinking.



	Element of Pedagogy
	Specific Area of Focus

	
Cooperative Learning
	
Use as cooperative learning structures as a formative tool to boost student engagement, communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and metacognition.



	Reflection and Impact

	
Almost all students gave positive feedback, stating that these cooperative learning strategies helped them learn, communicate, and remember more effectively.
All pupils peer-assessed one another, reflecting on both their own and others’ understanding, which promoted metacognitive awareness.
Showdown provided an immediate picture of pupil understanding, encouraging rich discussion and deeper thinking around misconceptions.
Mix–Pair–Share helped pupils share ideas with a range of classmates, learning from one another and reinforcing knowledge through repetition and retrieval.
Overall, pupil engagement was high, and retention of key concepts improved as pupils became more confident and reflective learners.
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