Parkhill Newsletter 
23rd September 2026
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It has been a busy few weeks at Parkhill and we thank everyone who attended our open afternoon on Friday. It was so well attended and we hope you enjoyed spending time in your child’s class.
Cuppa and Chat
This Friday is our first cuppa and chat session from 9.00 until 9.30 in school.  This is just a chance to meet with the Senior Leadership Team to chat informally with us about anything school related.  This week we will also have Maciej from Fife Countryside Trust who would like some of your thoughts on the grounds and outdoor learning.  We will have tea, coffee and biscuits waiting for you so please do come and join us.

Polite Reminder – LABELS
Please label all your child’s clothing and shoes so that if they lose them, we can easily return them to you.
When purchasing from ‘Stikins’ the school receives money from each order. Please use number: 15436 when ordering for us to benefit. Name Labels | School Clothes Name Labels | Stikins ®
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Over the final two terms of last session in lost property we had 482 items of clothing this included:
· 276 items of t-shirts, sweatshirts and uniform
· 142 accessories – hats, gloves etc
· 15 coats 
· 4 pairs of trousers and shorts
Most of these items are in very good condition and we are looking at how to reuse these.  A huge thank you to Pat Saunders from our PSA group for washing and ironing all of these ready for reuse.

Use of ICT out of school
Some of our partners have asked that we remind you about the age limits of some online apps.  They are increasingly finding children as young as 5 have them and that the age limits are there for safety reasons
SnapChat 13-17 (users between 13 and 17 need parental consent)
Whats App 13 years old
Facebook 13 years old 
Fortnite 12/13 years old
Instagram 13 years old
Tiktok  13 years old.
Sadly, this is mainly due to strangers being able to access young children and inappropriate content coming up whilst they are on these apps.  There are parent sites online to help you navigate this if you are unsure.

Parent Council and School Association 
The Parent Council and School Association met on Monday 22nd September for the first time this session.  The further meetings this year are:
· Monday 3rd November 2025 – 6pm at school
· Monday 12th January 2025 – 6pm at school
· Monday 27th January 2025 – 6pm at school
These dates will be added to school calendar, and everyone is welcome to attend.  
The parent council have for the last couple of years been fundraising for improvements to our playground.  They have raised an amazing amount; almost £10,000.  They also raised funds through the community to fund a defibrillator which we have in our school office. The proposed out of school club which is in the process of being set up is also trying to secure funding to help with the playground improvements.  
Please note on Thursday 6th November the PSA will be in school taking Christmas photo’s which you can purchase at the Christmas Fayre.
There are school discos on Thursday 25th September.  
The Christmas Card/Mugs etc fundraiser is about to start too and information will come to you over the next few weeks.

P7 Parent Information only
Primary 7 is an exciting year for our P7 children and we wanted to give you a timeline of when things happen and expectations.
Dalguise is fast approaching and there is a parent information session on Thursday 9th October at 3pm.  
The children and staff will then be away from the 3rd until 5th November.
Providing behaviour has been good from August until December we then allow the children to have lunch out of school on a Friday from January until the summer holidays.  There is a chat from myself and Mrs Brown with class teachers ahead of this to set expectations.  If your child’s behaviour is not to the standard we expect then in communication with you as parents, this privilege can be removed.  You will also be asked to sign a consent form.  We appreciate that this can become expensive each week so a cold school dinner option can still be ordered and collected from the dinner hall if your child wishes to go out and of course children are welcome to stay in school as normal for lunch.
At the end of January, you will receive a link to purchase a leavers hoodie for your child.  This will arrive before the Easter holidays, and your child can bring it home.  The hoodies are not allowed to be worn in school until term 4.  This is because they are not leavers until term 4 and we feel it is important to maintain school uniform and their sense of belonging to Parkhill for as long as possible.  From April to the summer, they can wear their hoodie as school uniform.
In June there will be a leavers assembly and a party at night on the last week to give them a special send off.
Attendance Policy
As you are aware attendance is a recurring focus for every school in Scotland every year.  This year our stretch target is to achieve 93.9% attendance across the school.  Last session we narrowly missed meeting our stretch target and would love to meet it this session.  Mrs Walkingshaw leads on Attendance within the school and as part of this work has created a new attendance policy.  This has been shared with staff and the parent council.  This will be on our school website in the coming weeks, and we will email it out to you as well.  KEEP AN EYE ON THE FRONT DOOR for our weekly updates on our progress towards meeting our target.
Currently our attendance is 95.19%



East Fife Football Club Partnership
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A group of our pupils enjoyed attending Bayview Park on Saturday to watch East Fife play Montrose. Thanks to Mr Koufagiannis who organised and supported the group. 

This will be our last newsletter of this term so we wish everyone a happy October break. The school will close at 3pm on Friday 10th October and reopens on Monday 27th October at 9am when we look forward to starting term 2. 
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