Parent Council AGM September 2, 2024 

New members welcomed, positions confirmed, minutes ratified from last meeting. 
Chaired by Rachel Deegan, Chair
Sienna Sproson, treasurer
Melati Cox, Secretary

Agenda:

1. HT report from Mrs Bain
Previously shared with parent community 
There have been a large number of staffing changes for this session. Mrs Bain confirming these and updating PC on details. 

Standards and quality report will be published in final form later this month. As well as school improvement plan. This year there will be a focus on Numbers, and inclusivity to all students. Pupil equity funding remaining stable at ca. £14k, as usual , this will be largely dedicated to pupil support worker budget.  

November 22, 2024 Friday – upcoming date for our diary. Focus groups with possible parental involvement with Learning partnership. Mrs Bain would like a couple of parents to attend and participate in this valuable activity with our local group of schools.

Bikeability training –  The school is struggling with staffing to run this during the school day. Might need to run this as an extracurricular activity. Mrs Bain has already spoken with Eva Groeneveld about this. Eva is trained and PVG checked and could serve as a volunteer if she is able to do so. There are large classes of P6 and P7 this year, so lots of children to work with.

Question – Does the organisation Transition do bikeability training? Member thought that they had previously assisted Canongate to help with Bikeability at their school. 
St Andrews Safer Cycling – Cllr R Lawson can raise this as an issue at an upcoming meeting. Eva and Rachel to contact Transition to enquire about assistance for bikeability.

Outdoor learning continuing and continues to be very popular with pupils and parents

School calendar ongoing. Mrs Bain will update on website as dates for upcoming events firm up.

Lunchtime cross country  - needs a member of staff or parent volunteer to lead this group. Johnnie Sealy has expressed interest and availability in this. Mrs Bain will contact him. 

P1s and Nursery children have settled in well at the start of the new session.
 
2. Rachel Deegan, reporting on accounts from last year:

Thanks given to Stuart Bell, Lawhead parent who has kindly volunteered to review Lawhead accounts and bank statements. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Lawhead PTA accounts from August 2023-July 2024: 
£5957 balance at beginning of year
£5390 balance at end of year

Profit from AMOW (£361), 3 discos, Christmas Fayre (£2400)

Parent Council spent £1,000 on support for school trips. 
Contributed £1,753 to money for new reading books (Reading Planet Rocket Phonics) 

Still planning to contribute funds to new AV system needed by the school. Eva planning to apply for another external grant to help with this. 

Suggestion made by Mrs Bain to look at: Kingdom housing grant as a source of external funding. Also: fife voluntary action should have a list of grants schools can apply for.  

Mrs Bain reports that after consulting with Lindsay Edward a group of children can continue to raise funds over the course of the school year (under the name ‘Arthur’s Army’) and these proceeds can be donated to Young Lives vs Cancer. Current plans are to run a stall at the Christmas Fayre and possibly to run a stall at the Halloween disco. These proceeds can then be donated. 

3. Transportation plan update – Robin Lawson still working on safe crossing issue on Strathkinness Low Rd. Rollout of 20mph plan has unfortunately been delayed until Jan 2025

Eva Groeneveld continuing to work on this issue as well. Has sent video evidence to the council about the state of the road at 9am and how difficult it is for children to cross safely. 

4. Update on Parent Survey on kids and Smartphones (Melati Cox) - As reported at the end of last session, Lawhead parents are very concerned about the potential harms that personal smartphones pose to children. 82% of parents reported being worried about their children being exposed to inappropriate material through a smartphone. Bullying and recording without consent were also listed as fears. 60% of parents said they would be interested in workshops on the following topics: Child Development and Screens, Online Safety and Using Smartphones in a Positive Way.  64% said they would like the opportunity to make a voluntary pledge delaying smartphone ownership and 22% were unsure and wanted to find out more about this. 

Melati Cox and Liz Peacock will be taking the lead on this going forward and will discuss the plan for offering information sessions in evenings for parents. These will also be open to parents from other local primary schools. Mrs Bain expressed support for this and offered using the school as a venue if the dates are agreed upon in advance and do not clash with other school events. 

Melati will contact Parent Councils at St Leonards, Greyfriars and Canongate to see if there is an appetite for carrying out parental surveys at those schools. 

5. AMOW will continue to go out in October this year. Material to be handed over to Kathryn and Lucy by Melati. Kathryn and Lucy will coordinate printing and distribution with Mrs Greig. 

6. Parent Connect offers online sessions which can be of interest to PC members an other parents. Rachel Deegan will advertise these as dates become available. 


Questions:

Question from Melati about the capacity of the hall, in planning an evening event with a live Band for the spring. Mrs Bain has confirmed that the limit of the hall is 430 people. 
 
What are other play options during break time when classes are not on their pitch day?

Children have access to the whole rest of the school playground up to the Bumpy. 
Playgound power leadership group brings a craft trolley out to the playground, which is very popular with children. 

Meeting concluded. Next meeting date confirmed as Monday, November 4, 2024
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