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Health and Wellbeing
This week we learned some teamwork skills with a visiting rugby coach.  He will lead 2 further sessions on Monday 11th and Monday 18th September.  Children played chain tig and worked with a partner to carry the ball without touching it – it was really challenging!
We learned why our bodies need sleep.  We learned how we need sleep for our brains and bodies and what might happen if we didn’t get enough sleep.  We discussed how humans need to sleep for different lengths of time  depending on their age.  We drew our bedrooms and talked about which things would HELP sleep and which might PREVENT good sleeping patterns.  Ask your child if they remember some of the reasons we need sleep – one of them is MEMORY!
Each group has read in class as part of a group and all children have their reading book home for practice.  Most children brought their reading back by Tuesday.  Your child will get a new reading book when they have returned their reading from the previous week.
We did some work from our class novel this week.  We listened carefully to the descriptions of Mr and Mrs Twit and practised being illustrators! We used what we heard to draw Mr or Mrs Twit.  Next week we will use adjectives we have heard to write a character description.  The novel is very funny – ask your child what their favourite part has been so far.
We have continued practising our spelling words in different ways.  This week we wrote them in upper and lower case, as pyramids and in a rainbow.  Some of the children were tested on their words and will work on new words next week.  If your child can remember their words, they could practise at home too!
We have worked hard this week to ask questions.  We looked at the question words WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE and WHY and what sort of answer we would expect.  We created questions from answers we were given and some children challenged themselves by asking questions after watching Newsround.  We also learned that when we know a WHERE question is coming, you can tune in to all the PLACES in the text or video.
Numeracy
We have been working to add and subtract 1, 10 and 100 (and sometimes 1000,) to a 3 or 4 digit number.  We are also getting good at ordering numbers by paying close attention to the PLACE of each digit.  This tells us the VALUE.  Some of us were making numbers with materials and matching to the correct number, while others were comparing the size of numbers  - 2 digits to 5 digits – everyone was challenged!
Some children did some complex grouping.  Usually 324 would be expressed as 3 hundreds, 2 tens and 4 ones.  However, it could be 31 tens and 14 ones, or 29 tens and 34 ones.  When you can make complex groups, you really need to understand the relationship between each value column.  Well done to children who managed this – with a little help.  Show someone at home how you did this.
Art
We used white and black this week to create different shades of colour and painted monochromatic paintings.  Next steps will be to look at the colour wheel and use 2 different primary colours to create a gradual change from one to the other, showing both secondary and tertiary colours.
Challenges
I have introduced several challenges in class.  These are linked to learning and provide a more structured play opportunity.  Children should be trying out challenges as part of their play.  Ask your chid what challenges they tried this week and which they have yet to do.
Your child has been given homework this week – please return by Wednesday so it can be shared in class.  
