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Ideas to Support Writing
· Get them to write a little but often. Start with a few sentences and stop until the next day, this will not overload them but keeps them practising important literacy skills daily. 

· Try to write out some key words relating to the topic they are learning about so that your child can access these independently without having to think about how to spell them. 

· If your child is having difficulty completing any written tasks then remember you can scribe for them (it is important that you write down their ideas and then read it back to them so they have ownership of what is being written) 

· Children can use mind maps with pictures, diagrams and symbols to show their understanding instead of writing a lot of text. 

· Allow for lots of breaks from writing tasks, you can even record your child's answers to allow them a break from writing

· https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/typing/ and https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr    are great online resources to learn touch typing

· Give them opportunities to write for fun, this could be writing a shopping list or to writing a letter to their friends and family or even writing their own story. Crossword puzzles and word games are great for everyone. Younger children can search for items and write down the word when they have found it

· Regular reading is a stepping stone to better writing and helps all children strengthen their writing skills. It extends their vocabulary and shows them different ways of using words which they can use in their own writing
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We have put together a few ideas to support your child at home with their learning. 
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Ideas to Support Spelling

· Spelling Steps – Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check 

· Use colour highlighters to highlight spelling patterns e.g. oa boat, moat, throat

· Create a little booklet of words that your child finds tricky or difficult to recall, each page can be devoted to the word. Practice writing it every day and try to come up with a strategy to remember it e.g. what – what has hat in it so you can use this as a clue to remember the pattern

· Encourage your child to develop their ICT skills and using a computer/tablet. A spell check will help them to see the words spelled correctly which will improve their spelling over time. 

· Rhyming – play a game of words that rhyme – lake, cake, shake, make, bake and notice the spelling pattern a-e is the same

· Mnemonic – a visual or auditory aid to help remember a spelling – 

· BECAUSE: big elephants can always understand small elephants
· DOES: daddy only eats sandwiches
· FRIEND: Fred rushed in eating nine doughnuts
· LAUGH: laughing ants under green hats

· Your child will be able to tell you how they learn best and what helps them, so take time to find a way that suits you all. 
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We have put together a few ideas to support your child at home with their learning. 
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Ideas to Support Reading

There are all kinds of ways to support your child’s reading. Try some of these ideas:
· Listen to audio books and have your child read along with them.
· Make sure they spend some time reading alone, both quietly and aloud.
· Re-read their favourite books. It may be a little boring for you, but it helps them learn.
· Take turns reading books aloud together.
· Talk about the stories you read together and ask questions like, “What do you think happens next?”
· Use schoolbooks, but you can also branch out into novels with pictures and comic books, too. Reading things your child is interested in or excited about can be motivating.
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