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Overview • Introduction to Read Write   

Count with the First Minister

• Contents of this year’s P2 and 

P3 bags

• Resources to support you in 

schools

• Resources to support families 

at home
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About Read Write Count with the 

First Minister

• Every P2 and P3 child receives a bag of books, educational 

games and writing materials

• Supports families to read, write, count and learn together at 

home whilst bonding and having fun

• 94% of parents/carers reported they had read the books 

together and many said the gifted titles had become 

favourites
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Introducing the P2 bag
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Barbara Throws a Wobbler by Nadia Shireen 
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Barbara Throws a Wobbler by Nadia Shireen 
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Barbara Throws a Wobbler by Nadia Shireen 
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The Ballad of Cactus Joe by Lily Murray and Clive McFarland
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The Ballad of Cactus Joe by Lily Murray and Clive McFarland
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The Ballad of Cactus Joe by Lily Murray and Clive McFarland
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P2 deck of cards and binoculars
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Resources for your classroom
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Resources for families
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Gifting the bags

• Holding a gifting event has been shown to 

give greater enjoyment of the books and 

resources and lead to them being used at 

home for a longer time

• 85% of parents said that they engaged with 

school events more after a positive gifting 

experience 
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Introducing the P3 bag
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Heavy Metal Badger by Duncan Beedie
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Heavy Metal Badger by Duncan Beedie
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Heavy Metal Badger by Duncan Beedie
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The Book of Blast Off by Timothy Knapman and Nik Henderson
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The Book of Blast Off by Timothy Knapman and Nik Henderson
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The Book of Blast Off by Timothy Knapman and Nik Henderson
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P3 deck of cards and board games
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Resources for your classroom
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Resources for families
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Resources for use in libraries



94% of families in our 2021/22 

evaluation reported they had 

read the books together, and 

many said the gifted titles had 

become family favourites.
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80% of learning professionals 

felt the pupils were more 

enthusiastic about books 

and reading since receiving 

the bags.
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Why hold a gifting event?

Build enthusiasm and excitement 

around the bags

Build connections between the schools 

and families

Increase adults’ confidence with using 

the bags at home
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Gifting events have been 

shown to give greater 

enjoyment of the books 

and resources, leading 

to their being used at 

home for a longer time.
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85% of parents said 

they engaged more 

with school events 

after a positive gifting 

experience.
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87% of parents agreed 
that the bag made them 
more confident about 
engaging with their 
child’s learning. 
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Gifting examples

Stay and read

Celebrations or parties

Partnership with local library
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Gifting suggestions

Guest presenters

Family workshops

Games and activities
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How to run a gifting session

Bags arrive between September and October

We recommend you hold your gifting event during 

Book Week Scotland in November
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Before a gifting session

Count the bags

Use our online resources

Decide on a venue

Communicate with families
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After the gifting session

Invite families into your school

Home learning

Reading Schools

o 2.5.1: Raising profile of reading with families

o 2.7.1: Partnerships within the local community
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Next steps

Read Write Count celebrates 10 years!

Celebrate 10 years of Read Write Count 
by registering for a bag gifting party pack filled 
with posters, bookmarks, stickers and more.
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3DhazKuPTea0KVRuzyi3m-FkL2vNvrlkxPldzcLwbhxgFUOThKVUFTRU1FNEROSDFZS1lZODRNM0JIUSQlQCN0PWcu%26route%3Dshorturl&data=05%7C02%7Cclare.fulton%40scottishbooktrust.com%7C2ff7eabb72434e3b9aa908ddfd07d40f%7Cb8caac85def4426b9546ecf28b79be16%7C1%7C0%7C638944932265034768%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=onBNsiBNEbPo3BlEGCr%2F9ai1ZK8V9Kxu6CINXQ1sgmc%3D&reserved=0


Next steps

Visit the Read Write Count section of the Scottish Book 

Trust website:

scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-

count

• Resources

• Recorded webinars for P2 bag, P3 bag and gifting

CLPL

For our upcoming CLPL opportunities, see: 

scottishbooktrust.com/learning-and-resources/clpl-for-

learning-professionals 
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Thank you
clare.fulton@scottishbooktrust.com

    

Scottish Book Trust is a national charity changing lives through reading and writing. 

Registered company SC184248 | Scottish charity SC027669
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