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Supporting EAL learners in the Primary School
This booklet provides practical ideas for teachers to support acquisition of English language and meet the cultural needs of children who are learning English as an Additional Language.
Some EAL learners may need more time to observe their peers and surroundings before they are ready to join in. They may want to participate but due to lack of language they find it difficult. It might also affect their behaviour.
Some children who have been born in the UK may not have developed any English. This will be due to the sole use of first language at home.
EAL Learners have to concentrate much harder than their peers to make sense of their new surroundings. This may make them tired, unresponsive or irritable at first. 
Cultural differences may also impact on behaviour.
This booklet is intended to support teachers working with pupils with EAL.  Should you require any further information please complete a Request for Assistance form or contact the EAL Support Service on ealsupportenquiries@fife.gov.uk 














Effective support strategies

After placing the pupil in a class, the school should:
· Ensure that the pupil has knowledge of the school routines.
· Establish a buddy system.
· Provide visuals to support key vocabulary.
· Provide visual timetable.
· Make sure that the language used in the classroom is clear and repetitive
· Begin to compile an EAL learner profile.
· In case of any suspected difficulties in acquiring the second language, log your observations over a period of time using the observation record sheet provided. Log other relevant observations as appropriate.





 





Listening & Talking Stage 1
Recognise ‘silent period’ 
· Use visuals, gesture and simple language for essential communication 
· Don’t force verbal responses/accept gestures
Teacher/Adult Modelling - First words
· Teach essential words toilet, water, classroom objects etc., and repeat frequently
· Teach names of essential staff and peers
· Assign buddy/good language role model, use peers to model routines
· Teach social language exchanges please/thank you/good morning etc.
· Closed questions, either/or, yes/no
Teacher/Adult Modelling - Phrases/Short exchanges
· Extended talk/explanations of all events (running commentary!)
· Encourage set phrases for responses ‘Can I have/Can I go’ etc.
· Extend/expand upon all verbal attempts
· Games/songs/class answers with repetitive language
· Paired/small group activities- assign manageable role
· Refer to visuals/displays/key words/ICT during teaching/instruction
Use Home Language
· Pair with peers with same language/encourage first language use
· Encourage dialogue with parents about school day/learning in first language
· Organise home/school diary, encourage child to talk about day
Listening & Talking Stage 2
Teacher/Adult Modelling & Exchanges
· Rephrase/extend sentences and questions
· Model sentence starters/use visual clues
· Repeat child’s responses with accurate/extended forms
· Clarify/explain curricular language- give definitions
· Allow time for pupil to mentally rehearse responses
· Variety language functions – instruct, describe, converse etc.
Peer Support  
· Group with good English role models
· Collaborative learning activities, assign roles in group
· Paired tasks/feedback/problem solving
Learning Activities to promote language 
· Games/activities with repeated set phrases
· Drama/role play
· Reading aloud if sufficient decoding ability
· Picture dictionary activities
·  Cloze language activities/word bank selection
· Story retelling, picture sequencing
· Listening activities/ICT/Videos
· Activities using recordable devices e.g. talking tins etc.
First Language 
· Use home language to promote learning
· Encourage discussion of learning in home language
· Allow collaborative activities with peers with same language



Listening & Talking Stage 3

Teacher/Adult Modelling & Exchanges
· Model longer verbal exchanges, use wider range of more advanced vocabulary
· Check understanding through questioning
· Model hypothesising/predicting
· Engage in informal conversation/everyday exchanges
· Guided/scaffold questioning
Peer Support
· Collaborative tasks/problem solving/information seeking tasks
· Collaborative presentations/demonstrations/talks etc.
· Partner talk/feedback/think pair share
· Wider range of peer groupings
· Paired reading tasks
Learning Activities to promote Language
· Extended listening tasks/orally/ICT/videos etc.
· Drama/role play activities
· Games with wider language functions e.g. positional/descriptive language
· Dictionary/thesaurus activities
· Activities with different audiences/settings
· Circle time/whole class discussions
· Provide time/opportunities for pupil to initiate talk
· Formative assessment opportunities



Listening & Talking Stage 4/5
Teacher/Adult Modelling & Exchanges
· Check understanding prior to tasks through questioning 
· Varied language modelled- explanations, instruction, prediction, hypothesising 
· Frequent everyday conversational exchanges
· Allow time for learner to initiate conversation
· Allow thinking time for learner to formulate responses
· Academic language used where appropriate
· Formative assessment feedback using curricular/language associated with learning

Peer Support
· provides peer support younger/new to English pupils 
· games using more challenging language e.g. positional/descriptive
· Collaborative learning tasks  - extended language required
· Group presentations/demonstrations etc.
· Mentoring/ supporting roles in class/school

Learning Activities to promote language content and fluency
· Extended listening activities, longer/challenging language
· Problem solving activities
· Language activities with varied purpose/audience
· Facilitate presentations/ demonstrations individual and group contributions
· Role play/drama activities
· Record/video verbal exchanges/ presentations etc.

Reading Stage 1
Preparing to Read
· Shared story time/reading books – talk about pictures
· Model letter names/sounds
· Visual cues- props/actions/ puppets/posters/video clips etc.
· Find/match/highlight letters, words and phrases
· Labelled print environment
· Text – font, spacing, size, length

Early Reading
· Books with repetitive/predictable language
· Synchronise spoken word/text, model following print with finger/pen
· Talking texts- audio
· Dual language books
· ICT programmes to demonstrate/explain words or phrases
· Read back pupil writing
· Word games- bingo pairs/flashcards etc.

Developing Comprehension
· Provide word meanings/ pre- teach core vocabulary
· Picture dictionary/word banks in L1 and English
· Label diagrams, texts, pictures etc. with prepared cards
· Annotate text with translations of key words and phrases
· Check understanding using true/false, yes/no statements
· Sentence sequencing, Story sequencing activities with/without text
· Provide text in first language
Reading Stage 2

Pre – reading
· Teach alphabet names/order
· Label pictures/illustrations
· Opportunities to talk about text/pictures with partners
· Display signs, posters, key words with accompanying visual
· Encourage prediction about text content using visual/contextual clues
· Character lists/summaries of longer texts
Reading
· Model pronunciation, speed, and expression
· Rephrase sentences and questions
· Paired reading opportunities (fluent English or shared first language)
· Ongoing use of picture/dual language dictionary
· Provide text in first language
Reading Activities
· Ask focused questions to check/confirm comprehension
· Verbal summary of reading
· Predict ‘what will happen next’ during reading
· Provide sentence starters to allow pupil to answer verbally
· Close activities using key vocabulary
· Transfer information from text into visuals/lists
· Sequencing sentences or pictures
· Match sentence beginnings/endings
· Match picture/text
· Collaborative reading tasks e.g. information gap, jigsaw stories

Reading Stage 3

Pre- reading
· Encourage use of dictionary
· Photocopy text, highlight key words
· Elicit prior knowledge through questioning
· Introduce Key words/concepts e.g. definitions, semantic webs
· Predict content from title/picture
· Explain cultural references/ common phrases e.g. raining cats and dogs 

Reading Activities

· Close activities to reinforce new vocabulary
· Restructure text by remodelling information into   a different format
· Match title/story; heading/chapter
· Skim to gain general ideas, 
· Scan to search for specific information
· Note- Taking, provide frame to allow pupil to search for specific information
· Hot- seating, students assume character roles whilst peers question
· Sequencing story segments
· Answering questions to provide written summaries 



Reading Stage 4/5

Activities to enhance comprehension 
· Use colour coding to identify different types of text
· Match headlines/pictures, titles/texts
· Identify topic sentences in texts
· Vocabulary building tasks- semantic webs, word lists
· Crosswords, cloze tasks, word searches, match word/definitions
· True/false, fact/opinion tasks
· Underline key facts/events
· Identify key/supplementary information
· Transfer information to table/grid/alternative formats

Text Talk/Teaching

· Explain cultural references/nuances
· Discuss complex language, ambiguous phrases, idioms
· Discuss figures of speech: simile, metaphor, personification
· Discuss hidden and actual meaning of text 
· Discuss information used to predict, anticipate and hypothesize
· Discuss specific language structures associated with different texts which indicate style, tone, genre etc.
· Encourage pupils to look for bias, different perspectives 








Writing Stage 1

Useful Resources
· Whiteboard and pens
· Common/key word mats, lists etc.
· Alphabet strips/flashcards, magnetic letters, games and puzzles
· ICT
· Picture/simple language dictionary
· Recordable devices

Word Skills/Short copy tasks
· Phonics activities, missing sounds etc.
· Find/match words, word search
· Match word/pictures
· Label diagram
· Copy simple texts- word/sentence
· Dictionary activities
· Word sort games

Simple Sentences
· Sequencing, short sentence, word change
· Sentences starters/ match sentence endings/ jumbled sentences
· Gap fill/missing word sentences
· Sentence starters/writing frames
· Story boards
· Encourage first language use
· Daily write activities
Writing Stage 2

Early Writing 
· Label pictures/diagrams
· Write word lists/word banks – use translated words/pictures
· Write short phrases/short sentences for use in longer text
· Create own close procedures
· Writing frames
· Prepare semantic/topic web 
· Prepare crosswords/puzzle clues for new vocabulary
· Encourage dictionary/dual language resource
Developing Confidence
· Use storyboards/comics/text reduced writing tasks
· Talk about writing throughout process
· Literacy activities using text pre- writing
· Create word banks/lists with visuals/translations
· Encourage writing in first language
· Use ICT programmes e.g. Clicker
· Provide exemplar writing for pupil to alter/substitute vocabulary
· Functional tasks- diary, recount, instructions etc.
Peer Support
· Small group/peer modelling
· Paired writing tasks
· Peer dictation words/sentences/spelling




Writing Stage 3

Pre- writing
· Visual Stimuli – photo, video clip, artefacts
· Discuss context/purpose for writing
· Pre- teach grammar, text features e.g. similes, prepositions etc.
· Planning – practice phrases/key words
· Oral rehearsal of sentences, extended phrases
· Create word banks/lists
· Encourage use of Bilingual/English dictionary
· Research topics in first language
Writing Supports
· Provide sentences starters/paragraph headings
· Model writing
· Use ICT
· Writing frames/grids/tables etc.
· Peer/Collaborative tasks
· Common/extended word mats
Extended Writing
· Encourage use wider range connectives/conjunctions etc.
· Encourage wider range punctuation
· Customise/alter known texts
· Encourage pupils to read writing aloud ‘does it sound right’
· Peer/Self- evaluation activities 




Writing Stage 4 & 5

Pre- writing
· Share good examples of writing 
· Discuss types of language – genre specific
· Mind- maps, gather ideas – peer/collaborative
· Vocabulary building activities- thematic
· Model writing, text convention
· Discuss purpose/audience
· Model note taking/bullet points

Writing Supports
· Peer/collaborative writing
· Writing frames/scaffolding 
· ICT
· Dictionary/thesaurus
· Phrase/sentence starters, paragraph headings

Extended writing
· Encourage wider range of punctuation to show clauses, supplementary information
· Encourage paragraphing to group/separate ideas
· Encourage use of contextual/subject specific vocabulary
· Encourage different textual features – similes/metaphors
· Encourage use of phrases/vocabulary to encourage flow and continuity
· Formative written feedback for pupil reflection
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