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GUIDELINES FOR USING THE EAL LEARNER PROFILE
 
Introduction 
The EAL Learner Profile is based on the ScotXEd five stages of English language acquisition. These levels are: 
· Stage 1 – New to English 
· Stage 2 – Early Acquisition 
· Stage 3 – Developing Competence 
· Stage 4 – Competent 
· Stage 5 – Fluent 
If a pupil is working within Stage 4 & 5 they do not require an EAL Profile as their English language acquisition is in line with their peers. 
 
What is a Profile used for? 
· Tracking - it is intended for use by class, subject and support teachers as a tracking tool. It is used to identify the stage of English language acquisition. 
· Planning - it can be used to set targets for EAL learners through the five stages of English language acquisition. 
· Reporting - it can be used to inform parents and other agencies of progress. 
· Identifying specific areas of difficulty, highlighting the possibility of additional support for learning needs.  
· The profile should be shared as part of the transition process between teachers and schools. 

The profile has been designed to monitor and track the progress of English language acquisition only.  It does not reflect the achievements and competencies of learners in other languages they may use.  
  
Timescale 
· Allow up to 3 - 4 weeks for a learner to settle in, before beginning a profile.  
· Learners may work within a stage for a number of years. 
· The rate of progression is dependent on a range of factors, e.g. age, level of competence in first (and other) languages, previous educational experience and the use of effective strategies for support. 
· It is recommended that profiles are updated three times a year. 

How to Complete a Profile 
It is recommended that an electronic version of the profile be kept and updated by the school  
 1. On the front page of the profile record the stage of English on the tracking grid against the appropriate class stage. There are spaces to update levels up to three times in any one academic year. 
2. There are profile pages for Listening & Talking, Reading and Writing.  There are three columns to be completed – Date Set, Level of Progress and Date Achieved.  
3. A learner is said to be working at a given stage, when they begin to achieve targets within that stage, and have also achieved most of the targets at the previous stage.  
4. The ‘Target Set’ column in the profile can be used to identify next steps for learners. 

EAL Learner Profile – Primary
For further support on how you may use the EAL Learner Profile please see EAL Guidance

	Name:
	 

	First Language:
	
	Child can/cannot read/write in first language:


It is recommended that the profile be reviewed three times a year. 
Progression from Level 1 (New to English) to Level 5 (social and academic fluency level) can take from 5 to 10 years.
EAL targets from Level 1-3 have been linked to Literacy Experiences and Outcomes where possible to support planning and tracking.
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	P6
	P7
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A learner is working at a given level when they begin to achieve descriptors at that stage and have achieved most of the descriptors at the previous stage.


	
	Listening & Talking EAL Targets
	Date set
	Date 
achieved

	Level 1
	I can watch others and join in activities and routines
Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
Enjoyment and Choice - LIT 0-01a, 0-11a, 0-20a

	
	

	
	I can follow simple instructions
Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	
	I can repeat words and phrases modelled by others
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a

	 
	

	
	I can name some familiar everyday objects
	
 
	

	
	I can express some needs using either gesture or single words (maybe in first language)
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a,/ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	
	I can respond to yes/no and either/or questions
Tools for listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	Level 2
	I am beginning to join in group activities
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
Enjoyment and Choice - LIT 0-01a, 0-11a, 0-20a

	 
	

	
	I can follow simple instructions
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	
	I am beginning to understand and use a wider range of basic vocabulary 
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a

	 
	

	
	I can ask for help and ask simple questions 
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
Enjoyment and Choice - LIT 0-01b, 0-11b

	 
	

	
	I am beginning to use plurals, articles, pronouns and prepositions
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	
	I am beginning to use present simple tense 
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	
	I am beginning to use past simple tense
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	Level 3
	I am beginning to contribute to whole class discussions
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT -0-02a/ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	
	I can understand and use a wider range of vocabulary including curriculum topics
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a, LIT 0-10a
Finding, using and Organising Information - LIT 0-26a

	 
	

	
	I can communicate meaning using more complex sentences 
Tools for Listening and Talking - LIT 0-02a, ENG 0-03a

	 
	

	
	I can use plurals, articles, pronouns and prepositions 
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	
	I can use present simple and continuous tenses 
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	
	I can use past simple tense including irregular verbs
Creating Texts - LIT 0-10a

	 
	

	
	I am beginning to predict and hypothesise
Understanding, Analysing and Evaluating - LIT 1-08a, 1-18a
Understanding, Analysing and Evaluating - ENG 1-17a


	 
	



	
	Reading EAL Targets 
	Date set
	Date 
achieved

	Level 1
	I can recognise my name in English 
Tools for Reading  - ENG 0-12aLIT 1-13a, 0-21a

	
	

	
	I know some letter sounds and letter names
Tools for Reading- ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a,- 0-21a

	
	

	
	I can accurately match letter shapes with sounds
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a

	
	

	
	I am beginning to decode simple words 
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Reading- LIT 1-13a

	
	

	
	I can recognise some high frequency words
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	

	
	I am beginning to understand short familiar texts using contextual clues
Tools for Reading - LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to recognise subject specific vocabulary 
Tools for Reading - Eng 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	Level 2
	I know all letter sounds and names
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a

	
	 

	
	I can decode longer words 
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Reading- LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I can read some high frequency words with accuracy
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to read and understand a variety of texts including instructions
Tools for Reading- LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to read and understand some subject-specific vocabulary 
Tools for Reading - Eng 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I understand the function of basic punctuation
Tools for Reading - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a

	
	 

	
	I understand the function of connectives and pronouns

	
	 

	Level 3
	I can read familiar texts fluently and with understanding
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I understand a variety of short fiction and non-fiction texts

	
	 

	
	I can understand complex and subject-specific vocabulary 
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I understand a wider range of punctuation 
Tools for Reading - ENG 1-12a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to make simple inferences and draw conclusions when reading
Tools for Reading - LIT 1-13a

	
	 

	
	I can understand textual features e.g. openers, connectives etc

	
	 




	
	Writing EAL Targets
	Date set
	Date 
achieved

	Level 1
	I can write my own name in English
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21

	
	

	
	I am beginning to form letters and copy words
Tools for writing - ENG 0-12a, LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a

	
	

	
	I can copy short texts with some accuracy

	
	

	
	I can write letters accurately when sounds are given orally
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	

	
	I can write some high frequency words 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can write short, simple sentences with support
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-23a

	
	 

	Level 2
	I can write simple familiar words independently
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can write high frequency words accurately 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can write short, simple sentences independently (although may contain inaccuracies)
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use some taught subject-specific vocabulary

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use basic punctuation
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use basic connectives 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use plurals, articles, pronouns and prepositions

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use present simple tense 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use past simple tense 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to self-correct my writing 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-23a


	
	 

	Level 3
	I can copy text accurately and at a steady, age-appropriate pace 

	
	 

	
	I can write unfamiliar words with increasing accuracy
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can write high frequency words accurately 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can write a paragraph with support (writing frame, word banks etc)
Creating Texts - LIT 1-28a, 1-29a

	
	 

	
	I can use more complex and subject-specific vocabulary
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-21a

	
	 

	
	I can use a range of basic punctuation accurately
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a

	
	 

	
	I can write longer and more complex sentences
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a

	
	 

	
	I can use plurals, articles, pronouns and prepositions more consistently

	
	 

	
	I can use present simple and continuous tenses 
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I can use past simple tense including many irregular verbs
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I am beginning to use a wider range of tenses
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-22a, 1-23a

	
	 

	
	I can self- correct my writing
Tools for Writing - LIT 1-23a
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