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Introduction 
The EAL Learner Profile is based on the ScotXEd five stages of English language acquisition. These levels are: 
· Stage 1 – New to English 
· Stage 2 – Early Acquisition 
· Stage 3 – Developing Competence 
· Stage 4 – Competent 
· Stage 5 – Fluent 
If a pupil is working within Stage 4 & 5 they do not require an EAL Profile as their English language acquisition is in line with their peers. 
 
What is a Profile used for? 
· Tracking - it is intended for use by class, subject and support teachers as a tracking tool. It is used to identify the stage of English language acquisition. 
· Planning - it can be used to set targets for EAL learners through the five stages of English language acquisition. 
· Reporting - it can be used to inform parents and other agencies of progress. 
· Identifying specific areas of difficulty, highlighting the possibility of additional support for learning needs.  
· The profile should be shared as part of the transition process between teachers and schools. 

The profile has been designed to monitor and track the progress of English language acquisition only.  It does not reflect the achievements and competencies of learners in other languages they may use.  
  
Timescale 
· Allow up to 3 - 4 weeks for a learner to settle in, before beginning a profile.  
· Learners may work within a stage for a number of years. 
· The rate of progression is dependent on a range of factors, e.g. age, level of competence in first (and other) languages, previous educational experience and the use of effective strategies for support. 
· It is recommended that profiles are updated three times a year. 

How to Complete a Profile 
  
It is recommended that an electronic version of the profile be kept and updated by the school  
 
1. On the front page of the profile record the stage of English on the tracking grid against the appropriate class stage. There are spaces to update levels up to three times in any one academic year. 
2. There are profile pages for Listening & Talking, Reading and Writing.  There are three columns to be completed – Date Set, Level of Progress and Date Achieved.  
3. A learner is said to be working at a given stage, when they begin to achieve targets within that stage, and have also achieved most of the targets at the previous stage.  
4. The ‘Target Set’ column in the profile can be used to identify next steps for learners. 


	
	EAL Early Years Record – English as an Additional Language

	

	Name:

	First Language:

	Child can/cannot read/write in first language:

	It may take some time for an EAL child to settle into nursery routines. They may go through an extended silent period and appear disengaged and tired. The following stages are not in sequential order and may be achieved by the child at different times. EAL targets from Level 1-3 have been linked to CfE Literacy Experiences and Outcomes where possible to support planning and tracking.

	Settling In

	Evidence of progress with dates
(e.g., PLP, photographs, observations)

	Comfortably separates from parent
	

	Watches others at play/plays alone
	

	Looks relaxed
	

	Explores different areas in the nursery
	

	Responds to own name
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a	
	

	Building Relationships
	

	Responds when spoken to/follows instructions - LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Responds to praise/encouragement
	

	Starting to use gesture/touch to attract attention
	

	Makes eye contact
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Makes a special friend
	

	Plays with others
	

	Readiness to Communicate
	

	Uses first language in nursery
	

	Copies/repeats single words
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Beginning to interact in group activities
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Joins in songs and rhymes
LIT 0-01a, 0-11a, 0-20a
	

	Listens to a story
LIT 0-01b, 0-11b
	

	Communicates using gestures or pointing

	

	Beginning to Acquire English
	

	Uses single words e.g., juice, toilet, home
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a

	

	Uses friends’ or teachers’ names
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Follows a short sequence of instructions
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
	

	Beginning to use simple phrases, short sentences e.g. I go toilet
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a, ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a, ENG 0-12a/LIT 0-13a, 0-21a
	

	Answers questions verbally
LIT 0-02a/ENG 0-03a
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